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LAW AND MEDICINE.*

BY THE HONOURABLE MR. JUSTICE WILLIAM R.ENWICK RIDDELL,
King's Bonch Division, H. C. J., Ontario.

i am delighted to meet the members of the Aesculapian Club.
I am reminded of the story of your eponymous hero, Aescu-
lapius, the father of all physicians. It is said that he was thc
son of Coronis by Apollo. While he was stilli in utero, or, as
we say in law, en ventre se- mère, his mother was slain by lier
jealous lover; and when her body was to be burned, Hermes
saved the child from the flames, having successfully performed
the Caesareaa operation. Thus early in the history of the science
is proved the efficacy of the knife.

"Which things are an allegory." "Coronis" means nothing
else than "that which is curved or crooked." Is the plain mean-
ing not that Apollo, who had to do with man's disease and
health, called in the assistance of what was crooked (a clear
allusion to bread pills and the like), and so brouglit forth some-
thing new-the medical profession Of course the story of the
child escaping the fire through the assistance of the god of trick-
ery is significant of how the medical profession does get out of a
hot place with the help of -. But I do not further pursue the
subject.

The temptation is, of course, very strong indeed to consider
the story as an' indication of the view of the ancient Greek that
it took a god to "get onto the curves" of the medical man. But
the Greeks were a wholly sane people; and they.never could have
suggested even in their mythology that the god of the sun him-
self could do that. So that view is quite excluded, even if it

* An address be'ore the Aesculapian Club of roronto, January l4th, 1910.


