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.Address of WILLIAM MARSDEN, A.M., M. D, Presi-
dent of the Canadian .Medical Association, deli-

vered at Niagara Falls, 5th August, 1874.

GENTLEMEN :--Wcre I to COnsult my own inclina.
tion, I would not occupy any portion of the brief
spane of time allotted to your Aniual Meeting by an
address, but, as the tyrant custom requires it, I must
conforim, and will be as concise as possible. I avail
myself of the earliest opportuniLy which presents it-
self to thank you for the lionor you have conferred
upon me, in clecting me your Prosident, but I regret
that languge fails me to express the depth of my
feelings. It lias often been my good fortune, during
mny long professional carcer, to have been complimen-
ted in a similar manner, Lut never in the same de-

.gree. When I sec around me so many distinguished
members of this Association who would have filled
this chair so much better than myself, and wlien I
Jook back and rêmember your-I mean our-hp-
py choice of the able and eloquent chairman who pre-
sided over our deliberations cluring the first three
years of the existence of this Association with so
Imuci tact, talent and success-the Ilon. C. Tupper,
M.P., C.B., &c.-I feel all theinore my inabilit-y to

,do justice to the office without your kind indulgence,
although I will yield the palm to no man for pro-
fessional zal-my maxim having ever been, -where
the public interests of our noble and humane Pro-
fession w'ere at stake,-sempr paratus!

One of the subjects that w'ill engage the attention
of this Meeting is the proposed alterations of the
By-Laws. The Committee appointed at the 5th
Annual Session of the Association, held at Montreal,
in September, 1872, to amend the Constitution and
By.Laws, reported to the Annual 11,eeting held at
St. Jebn, N. B., on this day twelve ionths past, and
recommended, " that the Plan of Organization of
the Canadian Medical i ssociation adopted at the
Conference of the Medical Profession held at the city
of Quebec, October, 1867, and the Code of Medical
Ethics, be continued without anîcîdment; " and fur-
ther recomeninded, " that a Constitution and By-
Laws bc adopted instead oftliose lieretofore in force."
A copy of the labors of that Comnnittee is now before
you, entitled, '- proposed alterations to By-Laws to be
considered at the Annual Meeting at Niagara Falls,
Wednesday, 5th August, 1874.

H-1aving carefully examined the proposed alter-
<ationm. T an of oninion that thev will be a great im.

provcment on the present By-Laws, with some slight
changes and additions.

In Ethies, for example:
It is proposed "to continue the Code of Medical

Ethies without amendment," but no provision has
been made in the proposed By-Laws for a permanent
Committee on Ethics. Such a committee is in fact
a necessity, to which, in my humble opinion, all
cases of presumed infraction of the Code should in
the first instance be referred for report, before any
public action is taken by the Association, or record
made. This would prevent the odium which might
attach to persons falscly chiarged ; and would avoid
the needless wounding of the.sensibilities of such as
were really innocent of the accusations brought
against theim.

So strongly was I impressed with this conviction,
that I gave Ùotice of motion in 1870, and, on the
14th Sept., 1871, carried a n>otion unanimously, and
it was rcsolved, I that the Nominating Commlittee be
instructed to name a Permanent Committee on Eth-
ics, to be composed of ton niclibers, representing
each province of the Dominion." The Session, how-

ever, adjourned so soôn after that no Committee
was named at that Meeting. I would therefore res
pectfully recommend that, as it is proposed to con
tinue the Code of Ethics, a Standing Committee on
Ethies should also be added to the proposed By-
Laws.

IRegistration, Medical Statistics, and Public Hy-
giene, are all subjects which call for action with a
view to Legislation.

Committees were named at the first Meeting of this
Association, held on the 9th and 10th of October,
1867, at Quebec, to report on the best means of ob..
taining these desirable objects. The Committee of
Registration, of which I had the honor of being
Chairmnan, reported, " that, after mature deliberation,
they reconmmend, that this Association take the ne-
cessary steps to have carried through the Dominion
Legislature an net similar (in so far as it is adapted
to this country) to the Medical Act of Great Brit-
ain, passed in 1858."

The Committec on Medical Statistics and Hygi-
ene, (both of which subjects were referred to the
sanie Cominttee) reported on Ilygiene alone, through
Dr. Hingston, the Chairman, stating, I That there
was a necessity for a compréhensive system of Sani-
tary laws," and pronised a report on Vital Statisties
at a later period of the Session. A reference to the
4inutes of the proccedings of the Association (so
far as attainable) shew that nothinL whatever ins
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