
ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS.

it to nature; I would do lte operation of excision of the head of the
bone. It is, however, a happy circumstance to b, aware of, tiat should
a wound of this joint conte before us at a tinte when Ilospital Gangrene,
or other mialiginant inttluences affecting the course of wountds, are rife,
we may foi a time defer the opertion without endangering the pttient's
life or ultumate recovery. lin soute cases, when the head of the Iuierus
is uitli shattered1, aild the seaptla imlicted in (lte injury, of course
immiiiedite. operation is the best, and inlteed die only renedy; not alone
oit atccontit of the saving of the patient's heahh, by the prwevention of
infamninttion, profuse suppuration, &c., bt also on acount of the
liabilitV whielh is present to the wounding of some of the vessels of the
part, by the numinerous sharp spieula of bote. At least half a dzen
cases have conte under iy own observation, in whiel large vessels were
thus wounded, and with fatal results in somne of the cases; the eonstitu-
tions of the men having becamue so reduced by previous sullering, &c, as
toe h untable to bear' up against a large hoemorrhage. The tollowing
case is n exainple of this nature.

C mse.-A man belonging to one of the Reginents of Guar Is was
wound"d at the battie of the, Alhna, by a mutisket-ball, which fravtured
lthe h fad of the Iumerus wit the glenoid cavity of the scapula. The mait
catme uinder ny care about foiutteen days afrer the receipt of the injury,
when und rgoing treatient in the ueneral Ilospital at Scutari ; fron the
extensive injury done to the bottes, I called the attention of the SatïSur-
geon to the flet, that il. was a case requiring amputation, in which opinion
lie concurred ; before, however, arrangements could be inade fo. the per-
formance of the operation, severe hemorrhage se; iii, and was witvh
diflieuhiy restrained; the ari Vas now imumediately aupttted at the
joint, antd ail injured botte removed, the man vas bowever by this tinte
great'y reduced, and accidental sloughing iaving attack-1' t stmnp,
he sank three days after the performance of the operation. I mtav
however, here rcmark, that whilst very few of those prinary operations,
dote on the field of the Alma, and with ail the necessarv attending
(ifficulties, failed, very Iw indeed of the secondary o'wations ler-
formted at Scutari, wien all the nteedful appliances were at hand,'re-
covered.

Iln the foregoing case, had a primary operatioi been performtîed onu
the field, very little doubt can remain but that the man's lite wouhl bave
been saved

(To be continued.)
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