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Kirldride on Huspitals for the Insane—We have received from Dr.
Kirkbride, Physician to the Pennsylvania Lunatic Asylum, an excellent
work “ on the construction, organization, and general arrangements of
hospitals fur the insane.” The tulented aunthor has entered very fully
into the subject. Indeed, theee is ne point connected with that all-im-
portant part of the treatment of the insane, which isincluded in the title
of his work, that he has omitted to notice. We hope the new asylums
to be erected in Canada may each be sucli as Dr. Kirkbride represents
what an asylum ought to Le.

Galt an Insanity in ltaly.—From the general tenor of Dr. Galt's re-
marks, rather than from the insuofficient statistics which are given, we
should infer that insanity is more prevalent in Italy than we have hi-
therto supposed. Agriculturists and artizans, as in other countries, form
the great majority of the insane ; * but of 982, 56 arc ecclesiastics, law-
yers, physicians, and placemen: 26 aie beggars and vagabonds. The
hereditary intluence, as traced in 52 cases; mania, 9; dementia, 15.
Amongst the direct canses, 370 are moral causes. The physical causes
amount to 249. Of these the largest in the catulogue is intemperance,
143 Leing so attributed. Twenty-seven are sct dJown s owing to ex-
cessive venery, 11 to onanism, and 23 to insol=tion. Then the author
has a third division, inctudirg chicily different diseases, which he enti-
tles physico-cr_anie.  Twenty-one are included under the head of or-
ganic, and nve under that of palsy. Itis doubtful, however, we think,
whether we shonld consider these complications as simply such, or in
the light of causative influences.  As characteristic of the country, we
find 24 to have originated from pellagra. Under the item meningitis,
19are included.”

Mayoralty of Boston.—~*“It aflords us much pleasure to inform our
readers,” says the junior editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Jour-
nal,” that Dr. Smith, the senior editor of the Journal has been triumph-
antly re-elected Muyor of this city. This mark of confidence by his
fellow-citizens 1= without doubt, extremely gratifying to him, and we
think he has nierited it, for Boston never had a more energetic and faith-
ful chicf magistirate.,” We are very havpy to hear of Dr. Smith’s re-
election.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.
Dr. Ruttan. Send down particilars,and state whether the announce-
ment Js to be an advertiscmeat or cditorial notice,.~—Dr. A. H. Bucke.



