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Prior te their depaituroc f-om tiè' citi -on the l4th'
Instant, Irt.'lanakta and suite called a-~ain 'ut flic Icpart-
mxent for thie puirpose of expressiui- t?îir ackznowvledgc-
nients o11 account of the attention tfiey had receivcd, anid.
Ilicir 'good ivislies ; and %ve have sine- Dccx informedl
thiat thîe party left wviîl vcry agreeable inmpressions
conceu'ning the ancient tcapjtal-of tlîe.-Prdvince and its
")Copie.

Tfle territorýr of the Emipire of.Japan, consisting of the
large i'stand of NViphoii, three otiier considerable and
several smnallcr isiands, us les' than that of the Province
o f Quebec the dilierence in area being upvards of :16,6100
Siquare,Tnhles. Its population, however is xxearlyl.0 times
as large, for it nuimbers over 35,000,000.

Until witliin a few ycars, thxe Japanese GovenîIMent
pursned a policy of rig,-id exclusion with respect to oCher
nations. Tfli present E mperor, or M1ikado; oficially
Styled "Il ll Impenial Majesty, the Tenue of Ja ani" who
ivas tlîe sedond son of lus predecessor on the tirone, is a
mian of26yerso aadle'sue'ceeded lîisfàtlier ln conse-
<luence Of'a revolution whlich occnrred in tlic -car 1868.
Since iliat epech in tlie history of tue country, the former
policV, in r-especcfof intergourse -%vith foreigners, lias

re ratly clianged, and' progres in evdrv 'direction
lias been tlîe order of the day. As was îientièned'in our
Jýournal for last MNay, the reign,,iig Mtikado lias abandoned,
flie habits of seclusion practised by luis ancestors-
appearing in public., giving, audieès 'tollhe merubers of
the diplomatic;corps niploycd i the Jâpancse Governmen t
service, dressing, catin-, riding, and actiing generally like
ain Euiropean Sovereign. Inspired by- tlîe example, if flot by
fixe express directions of the Mikadot, lie leading men have
cxerted tlîemselves iii promoting reformatory niovements
thîronglieut the Empire. In consequxence, raiilwvays and
telegraplu lines have Dccix constructed, in-achine slhops
and facterles cstzablishied witli modernx improvements and
.îppiiances, and forcigaxers, Englislx, Amienican, French,
German, Siviss and Dutclx, encouraged by tlue Govern-
mîent to corne in and assist in tlie introduction of sen-
tific metluods of.Agriculture, and in the advancement of
othier important objects of national conccrn. Amongst
ihiese should be mentioned Edulcationi, to the promotion of
wluicl vcry great attentioni lias been dcvotcd. Formerly,
alfimougl fthera liad Dccii schools lu Japani for a lon-
perioidaixteilôr to tlue accession of the present rater, tlue
instruction impartedl was of the nxosL imperfect cliaracter,
wvifl sliglit beneflt only te the iipper classes ofîthe people,
leaving in a state cf hiopoess; ignorance the populatto n
gcnierally, iîxcluding the cîultivators of the soit, arhis.qns
nierclits and women. Blut wvitiin a feNv years of the
adveît. of the reigning ýMiliado tuis state o~f tlxiigs lias
heun revolutionizcd. Systenis of eduication, clcnîentary,
intermediate on aicadenuical, collegiate and uîiiversity,
have Dccii estalflishied, and agenerai schîool law adopted,
hy wjîich attendance school is mxade compulsory for
every child over 6 ycars of age, lud te continue until at
hast the rudinieuis o! ler i wcdiing. wniliîîg-, n
.urislîunetic, shahl have beexi acquired.

Tue aim, cf the Japaxiese 'schuool lawv is to 'Ieave nîone,
uitéal or feniale, thirougliont ilie Empire in ignorance.
The supremne auflionity iii educationa'li înatuers is a
DepartmCflt of Education, prcsided over by a minister o!
state, and excrcising a continuons super-'asi4oni throuRh
iie agency o! siibordinate hodlies.-nd(responsible officiais,
stationied in ail flue Provinces; and Districts, imbi wvhicl
tuie cotititry is ilividcd and subdivideil.

Fruiii the imformatiexa derived froaxi the party of

Japanleso rbprèseîntatives -)vlio recently paid a visit 1.0
Qucbec, as rclated iii*anpther, colàixn;- NV learn. tliat the
wvhoe territory of the Empire is 'divided inte 1 grftîîd
divisions, styled Gollegiate Districts, encli lîaving a
central office ini a considerable city, ini charge of an
official who cerrcsbonds with, 'and is respon5ib1e to, lite
Departmient ôf Education. In fthpése ernd divisiQns are
comp*tlsed » .0 , Prévincès, ' h~ ed e sr the
Scjghu'«s anid constitute, ,i'gu ald t~~f~,the
gtrent Cb.wicil of the Jàpan.ese È mpirp. aÎ wel. as 3 great
and populous cities ; .. so, eaclî grand division issubdi.
vidcd into 32 Acadeinical Districts, ofw~hiclieach, must
have withinl i ts Iiiiitig one Middle, 4ighý Schoolor 'Âcdddi;t!.
By the Échool lawèverl- Academié.tl District is futther
si. bdivîded into about 200 School, Dis '*ricis, ivhose' Tod.-
lities.nxnst be regulated by the comparative density of
tlic population, tijeir ability to, pay sclîool taxes, and by
ollier conditions, sucli as cçonveniienice of access t'O schioo1.
lieuses. Vhere are upwards of 50,000 sucli School-Districts
in the Empir-e. In thiese arrangements, sô- fàr-aJî
Academical and the Schîool Districts are concérnied «our
rèàdeýS* wvil1 perceive a resemblance 1.0 our systemi of
division of tic country inte School Mlunicipalities and
the School Districts ini Nvhiclî ,these are subdivided
according to tlic requàra3mntfs of oui people.

In respqçt o£adtjul Lr4t ipa 1 v0 1c~mi District
lias about a'dozèn Sttpcrinti-ndciits, appointed by the local
au thon tics, ]îaving control over ÈcIîools to the unnber
of from 20 to 30 eachl and puid, from local taxes, thic
anint of wvhîchî, -~h defiitfo c purpose, is
supplemented frètii ile publie treasury, of the Empire.
The Superintendents rep~ort periodically to the cliief of
the Bureau of the Grand Division in which luis District
is situated, who transmits ail -particîîlars, statisties, &c.,
to the Departmcnt of Education, whence they aie issued
ini a digested formi once a year, printed and piiblislied
foir the information of tIbe Japanese public.

The scito as are classified unider 3 generai hieads, ternîcd
respcctively Schîools for Great Lcarning, for HiddIe Learn-
inq, and for Sinail Leariiiig, and they embrace institul-
tions analogous to varions kinds known to, ourselves-
hIfant Schools dfor childrcn Iess than G years of agei,
Chari1y Sehools ifor the indiguenti, Privale Scitools (taught
by persons having licenses), Village Schools, Schools for
Imbeiles, and Evening Schools (for tlxose, whîo, frotîx
necessi1.y, caiinot attend in flic day time).

Exclusively of the schooWs established for particular
objects, suchi as Infant Schools, Schools for imbeciles, &c.,
those of flic class for Sniall Learnihg, which coistîtite
flhc truc Public or Common Schools, open to ail, and at
wlîiclî attcndance is compulsory iii cases -%vhere ed ucation
is flot bcing receivcd elsewliere, are organized to as &o luc
of Lwo grades, the Lower and the llpper grade. Thei
Lower Grade is for chiildren from 5 to 9) ycars old, and
incindes tuition ini the first rudimnts of knowledge. ii
the Upper Grade Primfary Schools, the age for Schîolars
is from 10 to 13, and these are lauglit thc ouilines of
)Iislory, Gcomaery, J)otaiy, &c.

Next corne tlic SéconWarj or Sclaools for Niddle Ltairniiq,
attendcd by -vouth, between the ages of 14 ànd 18 or 11),
aiso having courses of instruction of Lôwcr and Higher
Grades. TIhie Lowcr Grade, foxe boys auxd girls from. 1-i
to 16 years old, embrace the subjects of Japantse and
,1*oreigii Languagcs, Gcogqraphy and flistery, thc £lencnts of
.Iathemjaliesî aund the Nat ral Sciene, Political Econumny
(Constitution and Statistics of .lapau) .Niisic, &c. For
eouî1s, fromn 16 LoiS1 or 19 ycars oid,itîero àre ihie Upper
Grade Sccondary Schools and Subjects the latter compri-
sing more extended courses of tiiose afread iîentioned.

Included in thec class of Secondary Sch oois, or Schiools
for Middle le.arniing, are private 'ýxcad(enîiies whosc
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