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worldly newspapers, for the things wliich pertain to religion, and especially
to the Romisk religion ; the Pope and the priests are not derided aml
abnsed as they were a fow years ago ; the Pope’s encyclical letters and
speeches are carcfully reported and commented upon.  Following the lead
of the late Cardinal Lavigerie, the bishops have become reconciled to the
republican form of government, and the Pope has encouraged them in this
new departure.  The great reform which the Liberals undar Napoleon 111
were clamorirg for, and which the carly republican governments held ang
as imminent—the separation of Church and State—has been shelved by
all partics except by the socialists, who as yet do not connt.  The oy-
langist agitation revealed the fact that the masses of the people crave fur
a strong government which must of necessity lean upen the Church ; and
though Boulanger is dead, Boulangism is still alive—i.e, the reactionzary
tendency which must end in clerical rule.

In Germany, statistics show that the Roman Catholic population in.
creases in the Protestant parts of the country. The culturkampy (var
against Rome) has been abandoned long ago, while it was hut recently thay
the young Protestant Eraperor was scen at the Vatican paying his respects
to Teo XIIL

Even in the Slavonic countrics, snbmitted to “the Greek Church, Lo
is making some progress. For the first time an ambassador of the Vagi-
can is accredited to the court of the Czar, who persceutes the Stundists 1
death.  And a party for reunion to Rome is said to exist in the * orilo-
dox” Church.

What are the causes of this recrndescence of Romanism #

In Protestant couutries we are afraid the main cause is the weaknes
and loss of power of the Evangelical churches. As they have grown rich
and prosperous, the Protestants have forsaken, to a great extent, that pun-
tanic spirit which was the strength of the Reformation.  From their primi.
tive simplicity of worship they have come down to clabomte serviees,
beantiful and luxurions buildings which arc imitations of Roman Catlokic
medireval architecture, and thus have led their sous and daughters to the
very threshold of Rome, with which Protestants will never be able to com-
pete, try as they may, for finery, music, and display. Morcover, itis sully
cvident that, in Great Britain especially, the wark of the Reformation dii
not go decp cnough, and that many Romish crrors—such as Taptismal
regeneration and apostolic snccession—were leftin the Prayer-hook asseals
for futurc apostasy. Wherever a notion of visible universal churchis
entertained, logic mast lead to the Roman Catholic position.

But we believe that the main cause of this re.ction towand Rome in
Protestant lands fies in the fact that was Binuk docs not hold in thase
countries the same place that it did three centuries ago. Then poopk
turned away from the infallibility of 2 man to the infallible Book; lut
0w the Book is o were decmed infallible ; the higher” criticiam Ias
submitted it to an ordeal as severe as that of the Tuquisition in thnes pad,




