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customer wishes, put their capital into the better-paying
““gim-cracks,” and let books ‘“take care of themsolves.”

'This, as we have already pointed out, affords opening
for the undermining of the regular trade by ¢ agents'
books,” The more enterprising retailers fall into the
cut-throat fashion themselves, and vie with each other
in sollingbooks “¢ close,” and now some of the general
stores come ir and offer books at very nearly cost price,
and attract customers for their other goods. It is safe
to say that the forty percent. discountgenerally allowed
does not average morc than len per cent. profid in the
retail sale throughout the couniry ; we doubt if the
figures would be even so high.

On the other hand the publisher is to be heard. He
complains that he is forced to advertise the * mailing
notice, because it is the only way in which the retailers
can bs compelled to keep his books in stock. In other
words, he competes with the retailer to keep him enter-
prising. “ Publishers musé find a market for their
books, and if the retailers will not offer that market,
they must go beyond the retailers for their customers,
Under the present state of things, the first edition of
a new book, save it be by a popular author or otherwise
exceptional, would remain on the shelves unsold if it
were not pushed directly into the hands of book-buyers
and an indirect demand thus brought to bear upon the
retailer, from those who hear of the new book through
those who have bought it from the publisher. Itis
claimed that no one would be so foolish as to take the
trouble of writing, the chances of mails both ways, and
the likelihood of the book being battered on the way,
when he could buy quicker a fresh copy at a book-store
pear by, and that in fact orders.are sent to the publish-
er direct customarily only when the desired book bas
been inquired for in vain. As to the underselling, the
answer of the publisher is E¢ {u quoque / The retailers
themselves do it, and should not complain of us for fol-
lowing their example. In short, the dispute between
the publisher and the bookseller is in each claiming as
cause what the other considers to be effect. One says,
“ We must cut into you because you don't keep up
stock !’ the other says, “ We can't keep up stock he-
cause you cub into us I’ The truth is, as frequently
happens, between ; cause and effect are here, as else-
where, mutual, and react each upon the other. Un-
doubtedly, as a matter of history, the demoralization
arose originally from the too great increase of disccunts,
but it is questionable, now that the evil has grown,
whether the removal of the original causes wonld be at all
an adcquate remedy ; whether a general reduction of
discounts now would have the effect that booksellers
hope and agree it would. After 2 man has touched
poisoned ivy, taking it away from him doesn’t cure him
forthwith. -

But cert=inly so terrible an evil to the trade must

admit of some remedy, partial if not complete. The |
discussion of this means carries us into & still broader

field, and to the considerstion of a question which under-
lies all thess discussions as to authors’ books, the
agency system, thoe ‘introduction™ of school books,
and the difficulties of which we have specially given th

history and explanation in this article. 'That question’

involves a consideration of the distinctivo character of
the trade in books, and the remedial measures we find
for underselling and like disastrous practices, we propose
to give in a further article on *“ The Unity of the ‘Tiade.”
Meanwhile we shall be glad to hear from correspondents
who may have new light to shed ugon these subjects, or
new suggestions to make. It is advisable that this dis-
cussion should be continued in the trade organs, until dis-
cussion shall culminate in definite action on the part of
the trade.-—Weekly Trade Circular,
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LIST OF NEW BOOKS.

THEOLOGY.

Dean Stanley’s Lectures on the Scottish Chwrch...82 25
Prof. Raiuy’s Lectures on Church of Scotland, in
reply to Dean Stanley...........ovveerniirienrennnens

Prof, Kiel's Commentary on the Book of Kings.....
St. Augustine’s Works,—new translation, Vols. 3 5
ANA 4, it ee s e ae e s naee e d
Nelvill’s (Canon) Sermon on the less prominent
Facts of Scripture, 2 Vols.......ccceenruenenrenanns 300
Bonar (Rev. H., D. D.s Song of the New Creation 1 50
"_f"he Cu! tmés ofPleasure.c.}.]..‘.l.....:.‘.3 ..... T } 7:53
age’s Sermons preached in Brooklyn. W17
algxz‘ Crumbs Swept up.........cccoermnneun 100
Lange’s Life of Christ ; new 4 Vol. Edition. 10 00
Blunt's Key to Modern Church History. 75
Rathschild’s History of the Israelites. 100
The Book of Church Law, by Rev..J. $2 25
Dale’s (R. W.) Jewish Temple ; 3rd ed. revised.... 1 75
McCausland (Dominick) Adam and the Adamite;
or the Harmony of Scripture and Ethnolegy 1 75
Moziley (J. B.)—Eight Lectures on Miracles.
(Bampton Lectures, 1865.) 38rd ed.......c.o..... 225
The Desert of the Exodus. By E. H. Palmer.
Crown 8vo. Cloth........ccoceoovcveieninraceienn. 3 00
The Lord’s Prayer. By F. D. Maurice. Cloth.... 1 25
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POLITICAL SCIENCE.
Sir Edward Creasy’s Constitution of the Britannic
and Colonial Empire..........cccocveeevrmeenenennn..
Mathows’ ¢ A Colonist on the Colenial Question™ 1 50
Arthur Helps’' Thoughts on Government. 225

Fawcett's Essays on Social and Political Subjects 3 25
The Cobden-Club Essays ; Second series.............. 375
Jennings' Book of Parliamentary Anecdote.......... 125

Col. v(}rl:’.y on the Confederation of B. America,
[ S U TR ORI 2

. 0
Freeman's The Growth of the British Coustitution 1 50

Ewald’s The Crown and its Advisers.........c....cc.u. 150
Mill’s Political Economy ; new edition................ 150
SCIENCE.

Lyell's Principles of Geology ; new edition, Vel.-1 §4 (0
Hinton’s Man and His Dwelling Place............... 113

“  Lifo in Natile.eeiceereace e e e ieeraniaceaennne 150
Macmillan’s Science Primers—Stewart on Physics
and Roscoe on Chemistry—each.........cceeeu. 30
Appleton’s Text Books on Science—Bloxam on
Metals—>laxwell's Theory of Heat, and Mil-
ler's Tu-organic Chemistry—each............... 30
Baird’s Annual Record of Science ard Industry,
1871 2 00

Prehistoric Phases ; or Introductory Essays on Pre-
historic Archwology. With iliustrations....... 2 75
Our Blood Relations; or the Darwinian Theory.... 60
Pratt (John H.}—Scriptare and Science not at Va-
riance. 7th edit. revised and corrected. Post
8vo. pp. 342, Ccloth..uciinueeeiieeenicinrveeeesnnas 100
Spectrum Ana%;ﬁs Discoveri From works of
Schellen, Young, Roscoe, Lockyer, Huggins
anf otbers, Paper.........eecnmvenrsnesonssrnorne

25

-




