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our table with a profusion of periodicals, there bas been wondrous growth ; but here,
nearly ail of which, even the organ of ad- more than elsewhere, quantity and quality are
vanced realism, the Fortnightdly Review, are in inverse ratio to, eac.S other. From a note
issuing serial fictions, and these periodicals to the "Canadian Review" for July, 1824,
when bound are the most read of ail our I find that there were then published nine-
books. Appearances, therefore, may be de-, teen newspapers in Upper and Lower Canada,
ceptive, and I fear are in this instance. lOf wvhich only six were even semi-weekly:

Our home publishing trade, it will be in-., 4 ivere published in Quebec ; 7 in Mon-
ferred fromn my previous remarks, is flot large. treal;, i in Brockville; 2 in Kingston in~f
Besides the few Canadian books, there are York; i in Niagara; i in Queenston; i in
reprinted some popular English novels ; but Stanstead, Lower Canada.
since Confederation, the number of articles From, Rowell's 1'Newspaper Directory" for
copyrighted, including books, pamphlets, 1 8 74, 1 gather that there are now published
music, and photographs, bas reached only in Canada anzl Newfoundland 47o newvspa-
625. pers and periodicals of ail descriptions,

In the department of neivspaper literature, djstributed as follows :

Ontario....................
Quebec............... ....
Nova Scotia................
New Brunswick............
British Columibia ...........
Prinze Edward's Island
Manitoba .............. ..
Newfoundland..............

In i867-the first Year of Confederation,
the Canadian Post-Office distributed 14,-
000,000 newspapers ; during the year end-
.mg june, 1873, the number was 25,480,000,

an increase greatly out of proportion with
growth of population.

Newspaper literature is, therefore, the
chief mental pabulum of our people. What
then is its character ?

If we compare a London newspaper with
one of the best New York dailies, we find
that they are conducted on totally different
systems, and adopt very different styles of
writing. Column after column ot the New

York Ilerad, for instance, is filled with
foreign and home telegraphic news, most of
which, though of littie importar~ce or in-
terest, costs hundreds of dollars daily. But
the editorial page, instead of being occupied
with catn and dignified discussions on lead-
ing questions, contains, besides one or two,
longer articles, a number of isolated para-
graphs, criticising current events and promi-
nent men with a fierce party bias and an
utter disregard of the feelings of individuals,
not to say of truth. These comments,
though striking, often ztartling, are too flip-
pant in tone to, be consistent with the res-
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