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parents and ininisters to bring up tho younir in the nurture and admonition of
tho Lord. The Governmont, we should t;ink, niight with groat advantnge
provide a 8eck. ar education for ail classes of youth. The minister8 of religion
in thoir own sphoros, and according toterpriclrVes nn onion
~vith parents and guardians of youth, should attend to the religious training of
the young. Wo would give credit to ever-y man for hie sontinents on the sub-
jeet of religion, for every mian should be monarch of his own mind, and exer-
cise the right to, judge and decido for him8elf on ail sulljects of mere speculation
'atnd theory:- and especially in reference to the truths of christianity, there
Phould bc no interference by the civil rulers,-who, although bound ta regu-
late tîmeir own principles and practice by the utterring standard of Revelation,
have no right to pro8cribe ta the cousciences of othtrs, 'whethear the young, or
the aid. 'ihat man's mind is bewildored who would compel ail ta think with
hiii ; and that Governinent is radically wroi.g 'which'can speak seriousl 'y of
national conformity in religion, whether in regard to liaving the crevd of a
church ratified by civil law, to which ail must either adhere, or be suliject, to
disabilities ; or in regard to a uniformi religious provision for the education")
the youiao ail christiani denominatians. With ail the efforts and perses a-
tions of fýrmer centuries, that unit'ormity bas neyer beceJh reached. h-. eJea
je now happily exploded from our Governments, end je fast evapnratin gfromn
the minds of those who are titill harassing thémî8eh"eés, and seeking tolharass
others, with intolerant principles.

Perhaps after al], should it b.> found that Governnxents cannot introduce a
national systeni of education w'hich will be satisfactory ta ail denominations of
ohnistians, it were better ta ]eave this also alone, as weil as legni proviqion for
Vie chnrch ; and allow t3ociety at large, appreciatine the ad tnbges of a god
education tu provide,in the diff3rent lucalities, accarding ta the prevîilingnotion
of what is best, 'what o»pears to them, the most judicious and efficiunt plan af
their own.

We shall close this paper by quating a few judicious remanke on this subject
of National Education froni the Canadian UJnited Presbyterian Magazine.*

it In any community characterized by a diversity of religions sentiment, the
attempt ta provide for the reiigious instruction of the young tbrough a National
system. of Common Schools, is utterly impracticable, beca-use it je manifestly
unjust. Shoald any Government undertake ta carry out sueh a measure, in
order to accomplish it they must mercenarily employ the agrency either af ane
favoured dominant Church, or of several of the most numerous and infinential
churches, or they muet recognize and employ ail denamninatians ýwithout- dis-
tinction. The fir'it is sa egregiously partial and unfair, that few have the har-
dihood ta advocate it. The second, is even worse than the first, since it opens
up a field for ecclet3iastical. warfare and sectarin vriingling. The third plan
-bears the evidence of its inefficiency and inconsistedcey so obvous1y upon its
front, that no sane man would ever propose iL. What thicn remains ? Either
that no provision be made by the nation for the oducation of theyoung, or-t hat
publie provision bc made for impartîng instruction orly in such subjeets as
ail are united in desiring: xnight flot the pupil becearefuily and-properly train-
ed in the princi ples af religion at home by the parent, in the Sabbath-school, by
'the teacher, and-'in the cliurch, or even in the school-room -at stated suit*ble
etues by the pastar, or aLlier piaus friends employed for this purpose, and thus
Ina the hiighest sense ai the word be religiously eduoated?'

*Vol. I. pages 65-66.


