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is in conformity with the spirit of the Church 2s
manifested in her Canons and Ordinances. DBut
no matter how just, or holy an underteking may
be, the devil is always sure to excite some oppo-
sition, and the holier the work, the greater is the
violence of his agents. We should like to look
into the faces of the would-be disturbers at St
John, and to have the gratification of asking them
a few questions. Perhaps our esteemed contem-
porary conld salisfy our curiosity on such simple
interrogatories as the following :

Are these men good scholars 2 Can they read
and write ? Do they know their catechism, or
understand the principles of ti.e Catholic Religicn?
Do they observe the commancments of God and
of his Church? Arc they meral, chaste, tempe-
rate, and honest ? Are they good fathers, faithful
husbands, and dutiful children? How often do
they go to Mass, and upproach the Sacraments?
And, 8s tney presume (o have more knowledge
than the Bishop, clergy and people, in religious
matters, do they approach the [lely Communion at
least once a week ?

Our last question shall be of a more tersporal
nature.

How much do those men contribute yearly to
the support of their Pastors? We confess we
ask this question, because we know from expe-
rience that in Ireland itself, the most violent
scoffers against the O’Connell Tribute were those
degenerate and ungrateful Irishmen who never
contributed a farthing to the Emancipator of his
country ; and those also, who made most noise,
and affected most indignation at the proposal for
pensioning the Irish Catholic clergy, were miserly
wretches who never gave a voluntary shilling for
the support of Priest or Church.

If the above questions cannot be answered
satisfactorily, we would recommond the good
Catholies of St. Jobn and Portland to hire a vessel
(she won’t cost much, as she need not be large,)
and to offer those creatures a free passage to
Gibraltar. They will find some congenial spirits
in the Junta there—men whose hearts are harder
than the Rock of Gibraltar itself—who will receive
them with open arms, If the vessel should touch
at Halifax on her way to the Pillara of Hercules,
and if she havé sufficient room, we could add four
or five to the passongers whom we could well
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spare—persons of kindred genius and dispositione,
who, with no religion themselves, will not suffer
others to enjoy theirs—restless beings who will
not allow their nefghbours to live in peace.

« In days of yore, no expression was more coin-
mon in the old country. when any one was trou-
blesome, than to say I wish he was in Halifar,
or I wish he was sent to Nova Scotia. Whene-
ver we shall hear again, at this side of the Atlan-
tie, of any brainless booby under the name of a
Catholic attempting to disturb the peace of the
Church of God, our prayer will be: I wish he
jwas shipped off to Gibraltar !

THE CHARITABLE IRISH SOCIETY.

It will be seen elsewhere, from a report of the
Secretary, that this most useful Society has just
heid its Annual Meeting, and eclected its oflicers
for the ensuing year. We feel very great pleasure
in recording our opinion on the time-honourad
and charitable career of (his excellent body.
Year after year has it distributed its generous and

“Itimely relief to the afflicted children of the Green

Isle, and like an Angel of Mercy, cheered many a
drooping heart inthe stranger land. ' It has done
more ; beneath its charitable bauncer it has on
every recurrence of the National Featival collectad
together in the Temple of God, as well as at the
festive board, our fellow-citizens of all climes,
creeds, and politics, and thereby contributed to the
pronsotion of social harmony. Most fervently do
we wish all manaer of prosperity to the Charitable
Irish Society of llalifax, and in order to ensure it
a long career of usefulnese, we would conjure the
respected Members to adhere on all vecasions to
the very letter and spirit of its constitution, anl
not to suffer the turbid waters of political or perso-
nal strife to enter for a moment into the pure foun-
tains of charity. May we hope that St. Patrick’s
Day in the morning will shine upon an united
Body of Irishinen in Halifax, that all past misun-
derstandings will . consigned to a generous obli-
vion, that with ¢one heart and one soul’ they

may meet before the holy Altar df their Ancient
Faith, and return suitable Thanksgiving to the
God of their Fathers for the blessings bestowed on

Ireland through the mimstry of 1its sainted Apos-
tle. .
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