THE BUSINESS SITUATION

Winnipeg, Saturday, Aug. 20.

Harvesting s In full swing this wock
and business I8 consequently quigt. Thoe
shipment of fall gtockss is now; golng
on, ‘Dhe out-look is favorable for a
good fall trade, in view of the very
good crops, which iIn & very short
time now will be past danger from
unfavorable weather conditions. Lx-
curaions of harvest hands from eastern
Canada have been arriving this weck
and they have come in good time to
help save the crop, a fow chousand
extra hands belng vequired for this
purpose. Samples of new wheat are
now being shown, and the sample is
very good, the berry being plump and
hard, Oi course these are hand rub-
bed samples, and as the grain is yet
standing in shock, the sample is liable
to reduction i quality from rain. It is
possible that by the end of next week
a few cars of carly threshed grain
may be moving. Rallway work ts go-
ing on on the various Nnes under con-
struction. Bank clearings this week
again show a shrinkage, compared
with the corresponding week a year
ago, which is 1n contrast with the
large facrease this year provious to
July.

WINNIPEG MARKETS

Winnipeg, Saturday, August 20
BINDER T.WINE.

So far there has Leen no indication
of a shortage of Linder twine, and it
looke as though the supply in the
country would be ample, Yrices aro
irregular. Ilolders are anxious to close
out any stock they may have on hand,
and twine could be bought now at
2 cut o! 1c or more under quota-
tions. While prices are still held con-
siderably above values at the open-
ing of the season, they are off 3 to
4c from the extreme top quoted a
fewv weeks ago.

, GROCERIES.

Busmess, for the season has bcen
good. Canned goods and dried fruits
are firm. Apricots have been ad-
vanced again here about le. Sugars
are firm, In sympathy with ihe recent
advance ac the retineries. Now Ja-
pan teas are arriving. Compound
jard ix 10c¢ lower, and pure lard in tins
25¢ per case lower. Canned salmon is
in a very strong position on account
of the expected shortage in the pack,
full reports of which are nol obtain-
able yet. Salmon have advanced 10
to 15¢ per dozen gt New York during
the past ten days.  See prices on an-
other page. .

LOMBER.

The demand for lumber for immedi~
ate shipment is naturally quiet at the
moment, but after harvest, a lively
fall trade Is expected. The features
of interest in tho trade this week were
the annual lumbermon’s excursion,
the strike at the Rat Portage mills,
and the fallure of Gralham, Horno &
Co., of Fort Willlam. The excursion
was & great success.. The gtrike sltu-~
otion-remains about the same. Tt is
understood an arrangement wascome

THE COMMERCIAL

to to start work on the ten hour per
day basis, without an advance Iln
wages, but later this fell through,
the strikers insisting on the advance
of wages as well asg thoe reduction of
one hour in the day’s labor. Mon
have been brought in from the cast
to take the place of the strikers, hut
they have teen interfered with by the
strikers. The Norman mill was
started running Thursday with a
seralch gang, under police protection,
but the engineers and firemen refused
to work with tho Imported men, and
the mill was closed agaln. The feeling
was reported quite Litter.

GREEN FRUIT.

The frult market is widening, and
the next two weeks will probably ke
tho hoaviest of the season. California,
Oregon und Washington pears, peaches
and plumg are coming forward [reely.
Quite a quantity of British Columbia
plums have also come to hand, but
onty in express lots so far. In this
way & couple of thousand cases of
British Columbia plums have been
handlell so far. The British Columbia
shippers have madse a great Improve-
ment this season in the mode of hrand-
ling thelr fruit, and much of the re-
celpts have come to hangd in very falr
shape. One variety of plums, how-
ever, called the Bradshaw, has been a
failure, owing to some discase or sort
of dry rot. Though shippeld in good
condition, the pimwms woulll arrive here
three days later badly affected. A
member of the British Columbia {ruit
exchange, who called on the Winni-
peg agency for the disposal of this
fruit, explained that the cause of the
disease was owing to neglect to spray
the trees at the proper time. e said
he would not have believed that the
fruit could go so fast if he had not
seen the stock after it was delivered
here. The othor varieties of plumg,
whielh have come from British Colum-
bia—mostly peach plums and green
gages, have not been affected so nuch
with disease.  Apples are now comlng
in freely from Ontarjo and prices have
tnken a big drop. Somo Ontario bas-
ket tomatoes ard nlso in, but no other
Ontario fruits yet. Blueberrles have
had a large sale. The shippers think
that Sc per poundd here is not a pro-
fitable price for blueberries, but local
dealers think 5S¢ Is a falr prico for
blucberrics, compared with the cost
of other fruits. Crabs from the Uni-
ted States are offering. Southern
grapes are lower. Apples have sokd
about S$3.50 to $+ per barrel, but
thoy were further dropped to (§2.75
10 S3 at the end of the week. Peary
are lower. Priccs are: Oranges, late
Valencias, $4,50 to $5 a box; ban-
anas, & bunch, $2.23 to §2.50 as to
size; Calilornia lemous $6 per box; pie
plant, 73¢c to $1 per 100 ibs; Minne-
sota tomatocs, $2 to $2.50 per bushel
box; Ontario tomatocs, 20 1b. baskets,
$1 to $1.23; Californin  and Oregon
fruite. peaches, $1.23 to $1.50 per box;
plums, $1.25 to $1.50 per boX as to
quality and variety; poors, $2.50 to
$3 per box; blueberries, 5 to 6c per
pound; Ontario Duchess apples, 2.75
to $3 per barrel; crab apples. $5 to

$3.50 per barre); British Columbina
plumeg, $1.00 per box; southern
rapes, 65c per basket; water melons

S$4 per dozep; cocoanuts, $1 per dozen;
Siclly filverts, large, 11 to 12c¢ per
pound; Grenoble walnuts, l4c; figs,
alemey. 11 b, hozes, $1.50; 20 pound
boxes, $2.50, 1 1b. boxes per dox. $1.75;
dates, G¢ per lb.; Tarragona almonds,
121-2 to 13c; peanuts, green, 9c;
roasted, 12¢; pecans, 14 to 15c; strain-
ed honey, 71-2 to 10¢ per 1b.; "maplo
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sugar 11 to 12¢; syrup per doz. hall
gatlon tins, $6.60; apple clder 35¢ per
gallon fu barrels and half barrels.

GRAIN AND PRODUCE.

Wheat—~The record of the wheat
markets duklng the past week has
been one of watching and walting.
Oon Monday « heavy slump in cash
wheat took place in Minneapolils and
buluth, warping the trade that casle
wheat and futures must come nearer
together in values before long. This
had a depressing effect, and for the
remainder of the week—with the ex-
ception of & slight rally on Thursday,
which was all lost again yesterday—
values have been about steady. There
is & good demund for wheat for im-
mediate delivery, but the  heavy dis-
count at which the bears in the spee-
ulative markets continue to offer
wheat for future delivery, deters the
trade and everyono else Irom buying
except for Immedinte consumptive re-.
quirements.  Aggregate dally re-
ceipts in the primary markets of the
United States still fall far below re-
ceipts for same date last year, caused
partly by interlor mills absorbing a
large share of farmers’ offerings, but
chiefly by farmers _continuing to
withhold the new crop from market,
Reserve stocks continue to decrease.
The United States visible supply on
the 15th inst. was only 6,864,000 bus.
and o decrease of another miliion bus.
in it is expected for the present icek.
The position of the United States vis-
ible and the fact that on the 1st inst.,
the world’s visible supply of wheat
and flour was only equal to 70,000,-
000 hus. of wheat agalnst 78,000,000

bushels at the eame day in
1897, and 124,000,000 in 1896
ought to mhke short  sell-

ers consider what will be the result
later on when demand revives ng it is
sure to do.

The local market continues abont on
the same even level of previous weeks.
A light and desultory demand for
cay lots of No. 1 hnrd for the Ontario

When You Get 1o the Roof

Make sure of relinble, duradble
protection, by using our famous

EASTLAKE SHINGLES

They can’t rust can’t burn, can’t leak, and are

the only Shingles made wit)
water gutter.

They're the quickest .4 shingles on Ahe
market, and always give cconomical satisfaction,

Don't be sutisfied till you get the best. Write
for further inforimation.

Metallic Roofing Company, Ltd.
1195 Xing Street W.,, Toronto "
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