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I CONMMBRCIAY..

The future of wheat will dopend, as The
Commercinl has alroady stated, largely upon
the vesult of the harvest in the countries of
tho southern hemisphero, who barvest their
crops in our winter season. Of theso Avgen-
tino is the mostimportant. Wosaw itstated
rocontly in & Winnipog paper that the wheut
arca in Argentine was 13 per cont. less thaun
that harvested the previous year Thisiza
mistake. The arca is estimated at 1O per
cont, greater than last year, according to the
most rolinblo advices, and the crop is expected
toexcoeed last year's by about 8,u00,u000 bust.els,
giving a surplus of about 50,000,000 bushels
for export. The Argentinc crop is not cut
yeot, however, and might receive a sorious sot
back at any timo. The harvest time is now
drawing near in that country,

EDITORIAL NOTES.

As prodicted in The Commercial a few
weeks ag0, the wi.nouncoment has beeis made
that sheep imporied into Groeat Britain from
Canada and the United States will have to be
slaughtered at the port of landing. This
order will go into effect on January 1.  This
isowing to the presence of the scab discase
among several lots of American sheop landed
the past season at British ports.
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TUE railuays are giviug a hult ratc un ear
loads of cattle and hogs from St. Paul and
Minneapolis to points in MMinnesota and the
Dakotas. This is to encourge farmens to huy
stock to feed, so as to dispose of their coarse
grains and potatoes in fattering the stock,
the price for these being so low as two be un-
profitable. It would be a fine thing if Mani-
toba farmers could secure a lot of live stock
for feeding, in order tu dispose of a lot of their
rough grain.
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Ting COMMERCIAL advised merchants
throughout the couutry to look sharply after
their collections, and an exchange veplies that
this journal is urging the merchants to turn
tho sheriffsand bailiffs loose upon the farmers,
The Commercial said nothing about sheriffs,
or bailiffs and we did noteven advise the tak-
ing of legal proceedings to compel payment,
Thanks to our provincial laws, farmers who
wish to evade payment of their debts are
amply protected from the sheriff and bailiff,
The Commercial affirms all it said in advising
country merchants to look sharply after their
collections. The country merchant. asauly,
has no security, while loan agents, bankers,
horse dealers, 1mplement firms, etc., have
security for their claims against the farmer.
Because merchants have no security and
becauss the farmers are sheriff-proof, it is the
more necessary that the merchants should
keop close track of their credit business.

*

THE local newspaper is quito a necessity in
overy thrifty town community. It can be of
great assistunce to the enterprising merchants,
as a medium through which to make their
announcements. A good local paper will also
draw trade to tho town or village in ¥hich it
is published. Do not disparage your local
paper, bus try to assist it. People will some-
times compare their local papers with the
large city dailies and wonder why ¢ho local
publisher cannot turn eut o paper like them.

This is vory unrecasonable. It would bo just
s reasonablo to oxpecy the village blacksmith
to convert his shop of tvo forges into a mam

moth factory employing men by  tho
hundreds. ‘I'ne large city daily has its par-
ticular sphere of usefulness, and so has the
smaller country weokly. There can be no
comparison betwoen the tweo, fur the circum-
stances governing them aro totally different.
Because tho local publishor cannot turn out
a great sheet containing all tho nows of the
world, is no reason why lio should not bosup-
ported and encouraged. Do what you can
for the local paper and by aiding it merchants
will in many ca<es be helping themsolves.

*
*

Tue state of New York has declared Ly
popular vote in favor of improving the Erie
canal. The appropriation of 9,000,000 nam-
ed by the state legislature hes been endorsed
by the vote of the peoplo. This amount is
appropriated for the canals of the stato goner-
wily, but nearly all of the amount will likely
be expended on the Erie, which is the great
artery of comimerce between the lakes and the
Hudson river. The Chicago Grain Trade
Journal «ays- ‘‘The improvement of the
Erie, together with the use of electricity for
towing the canal boats, which, according to
the roports of the recont experiments, was an
nnqualified success, means & material reduce
tion in tho {reight on grain from tho western
leke ports to New York City. A reduction of
40 per cent. seems reasonable, for with a
deaper channel largor boats can be used and
rll can be loaded to their full capacity.
Mechanical experts who have iavestigated
the matter claim thst the use of electrical
town will reduce the expense of towing from
Buft'lo to Allany 82 per ceut. Taking
everything into consideration the friends of
the Erie and low freight rates to thoscaboard
should have glad hearts. The railroad pool
has been so remarkably successfal for mauny
years in inducing the state government to
ignore the needs of the Eris that the an-
nouncemert of the change in the state's
policy seom almost. too good to be true.”

* *
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MuxicieaL politics are already waxing
warm in Winnipeg, at least so far asthe
mayoralty contest is conce~ned. Several
aldermen avealso in the field. The Winnipeg
Retaiters’ association and some of the labor
associations are taking a hand in the contest.
For mayor, D. W, Bole, of the wholesale irm
of Martin, Bole & Wynne Co., and Alderman
Jumieson, of the legal firm of Nugent &
Jameson, aro in the feld. Both gentlemen
havo served the city in the capacity of-alder-
men, Mr Bole having served a term in the
city council in 1893-94, and since that time
he has teken an antive interest in civic mat-
ters, particularly in the question of the
roform of civic government. In fact, Mr.
Bolo was instrumental in starting tho present
movement in favor of civic government
reform. ‘Chis question will enterlargely into
the precent contest. Both candidates for the
mayoralty ar> members of the civic reform
committee, but Mr. Bole has teken & more
active interest than his opponent in the ques-
tion, and we bolieve is more in earnest ia the
matter. If elected he will undoubtedly do all
ho can to further the interest of civic govern-

meont reform, though not, we think, in an
arbitrary manner, Ha is desirous that any
or all such schemes of civic governmeont re-
form should bo submitted to tho electore for
their approval or rojection. Winnipeg is a
commordial oi'y and it would seem fit and
provor that the city should be ocrasionally
reprusented by o leading business man in the
person of thomayor. Herotofors, our leading
business men have refused to devote much
time to tho sorvico of the city, and whon wo
havo an opportunity of securing tho services
of any of them it would be well to avail our-
solves of tho advantage of their oxtonded ex-
perience. Cortainly tho city shows the need
of business capacity in the management of its
affairs. From our personal acquaintanco
with Mr. Bolo we feol sure that he would not
offer himsolf for the postion unless ho had

fully detormined to devote a large share of
his tin.e to civic matters.

Grain Trade Gossip.

Last week we %ve tho new grain freight
rates on all rail shipments through to Atlan-
tic ports. Tho new rates were shown to be
80 conts par 100 pounds to New York or Bos-
ton, and 83 cents to St. John, the latter the
Canndian wintor port. This makes an
apparent difference of three conts per 100
pounds in favor of the United States ports,
8s ngainst the Canadian port. Thedifference
howover, is more apparent than real, The
rate to the United States vorts does notinclade
terminal chargos which grain is always sub-
ject to, while the terminal charges arenclud-
ed in the 88 cent rate to St. John. Reduced
to bushelstherate to United States ports, from
Fort William, is 18 cents, while the rate to
St. Jchn is 19 9-10 cents per bushel. If wo
add 1% cents for elevating, storage, etc., at
tho United States ports, it would bring the
cost up to 194 cents per bushel, which wo
may say is practically the same as the ccst
of sbipping by the Canadian port, as such
terminal charges aro included in the rate
nameq via the latter port. In other words,
grain shipped via St. John will be clevated
and storea free of aay char{f:c, until shipped
forward by steamer. With good elevater
facilities at St. Jobn and the new line of
steamers lately arranged for to run from that
port, some of our grain might be haudied to
advantage by our own winter port.
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'The Dominion government has at last
replied to the request of the Winnipeg grain
exchange for the appointment of & weighe
master at Winnipeg and Emerson, The ex-
chango has been edvised that David Hornp,
grain 1nspector at Winnipeg, has besn ape
pointed theoflicial weighor for the inspection
division of Winnipeg, which includes the
inspection point of Emerson. Cars of grain
shioped to these two points can now be weigh-
ed by a government official, and the weight
duly certified to, so that in any claims for
shortages vhere will be something official to
go by. The fee for weighing is 25 conts per
car. Grain shipped out to Duluth is all in-
spected at Emerson, hence the desire to have
a weighmaster there as well as at Winnipeg,

* *®
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A series of resolutions have bzen passed by
the farmers of Melita, Manitoba. They want
tho grain standards board abolished, and
permanent standards fixed by act of parlia-
ment. Grain men would agree with most
that they say in this connection, except as to
tho manipulation of the samples sent in for
the guidanoce of the standerds bosrd. There
is no reason to believe that there has ever
been any manipulation of the samples, but
ot the same timo it is quite true tha! the
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