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ing ont of these Coe..mcrciai Union pro
posais. But it ia by nac incati certain
that the B3ritish Oovernmient %vouild not
object ta the conclusion of an arrange.
tunat bctwevii Canada ansi tito United
States, sucis as lias leen taikcd of. Colis-
niîitciai Union and ptotection are quite
different titiiîgs. lis the ono case a duty is
placed tapon imîports of certain articles,
regerdless of thù counîtry wvlience tlîey
com3. In the other case Great Britair.
would bc directiy ciiscriminatcd agrainst,
for tua boni-lit of a foreign nation. in
adopting a protective policy in this

corit weZ répresentcd to the Inmper-
ial uthoitie, tht Caada ns mrely

trying to protect lier mîarkets frot being
Ilooded wvi ti U îaitpd States matnfactures,
and that te (luties woe so arrauged ne
to bear lightiy tapon imports front the
United Kiugdoîn, whilst comning heavily
tapon imports frot tue United States.
Tiez intinmations we*o of coure givcn
tvitlî the idea of pulliiig the wool over the
eyca of the British peopie, and they seein
to have succeeded to a gyreat extent, for
we liixd statesmen in the Blritish Parlia.
tuent excusing the protective poiicy o!
Canada on the grround that,"iL tvas direct-
est against the United States." In view
of the attempts nmade ta Joad the people
of Great Britain ta belinve tlîat we were
only seckiîag to keep ouat United States
manufactures iii adoptiing a protective
poiicy, the, adoption of a policy uts favor of
Comnmercial Untion wruid certainly bc a
great chiange of front. Sucit a policy
tvouid give the lie direct ta ail our pi-o.
fessions of a desire ta encourage tradte with
the lothecr Çountry, ta the restriction of
tiiat with tce United States. Tito latê
increaso ini tho iron du ies lias drawn a
g"reat deal of attention in Great I3ritain
to our traite policy, and aithoughi the im-
peril Govertiment refused ta ititerfere,
with Carada, on the ground that it was
the policy of that Govertinient to allow
the Canadians ta exorcise full control aver
their fiscal affairs, yct it was shown that
thera tvas a atrang feeling throughout
O.rpat Britain agaistst the inecease iii the
duties. Tite atternpt to carry out tliese
Commnercial Union proposais would tend
ýo further exasperate the British public,
and -ive tho Ituperial authorities just
reason tu conaplain against, if not ta in-
terfere in our tradte affaira.

Looking at the question front an i-
pariai point of view, there appear ta be
good reasona why the. British Govern.
mient shouid blijeet to Commercial Unîiont

1

between Canada aiid the United States.
In niany ways Canada Lsa ncoitaiderabla
tax ta Lue Britishi people. Tite Honte
Govcrtin.ent is bonni to dcfcnd titis coun-
try frontt foreign encroacltnient, and thus
a great rcsponsibility is incurred, whiiclt
niay even cinbroil the Bmnpiro iii a costiy
and destructive tvar. Britisht capital lias
been învestcdl freeiy for tlîe developitient
of titis country. 'flic Irnpcrial authior.
ities have aiways beau considerate in fav-
oring Canada, especiatily itt matteis of
traite, and Caniadiait commerce enjoys tîto
protection and fosteriitg caro of the Brit-
ish flng in ail parts of the world. WVo arc
thus spared tlîc expense whvlti, as ait in-
depondent nation, %ve would bo obliged
ta incur, ii, providing a Ileet for tite pro.
tect;ot of our commerce, and for tua
niaintenancu of ntinisters and consuls in
foreigan countries. \Vita ail tîte advant.
ages wlîici titis country eîtjoya front polit-.
ical connection witli the British Empire,
it is but rigltt thtat tva should, endeavor
ta -iLve sotnetltinin return. To acknowl.

edge our indebLcdniess ta tîte Home Gov-
ertiment by discriininating P.",ainst tue
importation of Britisht mniufactures, for
tue sole benetit of a foreigu counttry,
wouid be tîte lheightit of ingratitude.

The foregoing course of reasoning may
ho considered as somnewltat sentimental,
and sentimtent as a rule does flot cousit
fcr uuet in trade aflutirs. Wue are flot,
liowever, cotafined ta such ant aspect of the
case. In a more practical sense, Canada
bas everything to lose and littie ta gAin
front tua adoption of a poiicy whici aust,
it the natural course o! events, lead ta
tae alienation of tîtat feeling- oî good will

whici notv prevails bet-wen liter people
and the Motîter Country, and whlti would
be ail but certain to .tiinateiy iead ta tîte
complote severance of the politicai ties
naw coîtnecting, us witit tîte Empire.
Canada, and tite Narthwest in particular,
is almnost entireiy dependent tipon Great
Britain for an export nmarket. Tite
United States dnes not want aur agricul.
tural coinmodities, for tite reason titat tîmat
cauntry litas abundance and ta. spare of
about every article wimich we 'ptoduce in
surplus quantities. Great Britain is aur
oniy natural market, and the T-niited
States is aur great contpetitor ta suppiy
titat market Tt sitould tiierefore betite
chie! tradte poicy o! Canada ta cuit ivate
friendly commercial rciationship witli
Great Britain. Tite opposite policy is
simpiy suicidai. Supposi,àr titat by tho
adoptiont of a poiicy of diiscrimnaation

aigainst tho Mother Count.ry, stacît as Coin
iterciai Union proposas, tva aiould ex
asperate tua Britis'i Govertnient ta auci
ant extent as ta leati ta the placing of re-
strictions tapon imtports front Canada, aîîd
wvlat tvauld bc tita resutai t? L ould cor-
tainiy lac iost ruinous ta titis c'outntry,
wilist scarcely afl'ecting Great Britaini.
Tita Britisht peoplo cotald procure about as
clicaply oewîralmost everytlimîg
witicl titey itow purcliase froiti Canada,
and tae las of tieir export traite ta titis
country wouid be but a dtrap in tita ocean
o! the agg,,ragatc. Oit tit otiter hand,
Canada would ba lef t eattireiy tvitlout a
market for lier surplus products, and the
increased traite in certaini producta witi
tite United Statcs wouid not begin ta
conipensate for the loas of aur înarkets in
the Untitedi Kiti«gdomi. Canadiaas who
arc notv a"itating it favor of Comtmîercial
Union, sltould coî.sider titis aspect o! te
case, and bear it îtind, that ta Intpcriai
autitorities wvouli ho fuily justified in re-
taiiating tapon titis country, ahould Cant-
ada adopt a policy of discrimination La
tradte affairs agaittat Ltae Mother Country.
Lt doca not require ext raordint-riiy cieur in-
siglt ta arrive at the conclusion, titat
Contmercial Union witi a fareigît state,
ta the discrintination against Great
Britaiti, is altogether incompatible with,
the reiationsmip existing between Canada
and1 the Emtpire. 'fltc adoption of sucli a
policy couid flot but resuit iti an estrange.
mtent betwcen Canada attd Great Britain
witich, wouid boite no good ta thia country.

Titis Commtercial Unaiont question is one
iti wii the Northwe.st, as ait important
portion of Canada. is peculiariy interestedi.
WVe have ttext ta xtotltiag witici we could
export iargeiy ta the United States, but
tva will soon have a large surplus o!
variotas agricuitural cointo(itios which
wc expeet ta find a mnarket for in Gaeat
Britain. In fact tîte hopes o! tite people
o! the Nortltwest are centred upott tîteir
ality ta export tîmeir variaus producta
ta the Britisht ntarkets. We require
British inmmigrants and British capital ta
deveiop tite grreat natural resources of our
fertile prairies; British mnarkets ta take
aur exporta o! wlteat atad flour and butter
and cheese and bec! and( provisiotsa; and
we a'sa requiro cheap Brisiish inanufatct.
urcd gooda, ta ettable aur fariera ta coin-
*pote -witlt ail camera. Titis 1blitisd Cont.
niercial Union agitation, wvlich is being
workcd ta tnislead te farinera o! Eastern
Canada, is htostile and obnoxious ta tue
interests of the Noitltwest-, as is aisa tite
raoiicy o! the Ottava authorities in heap-
ing up the duties tapon everytlting which
tva are obliged ta import, thtereby ittereas-
iat the cot o! livitng aîîd rendering our

age.riculturaliats less able ta compote with
other countrica not s0 heavily imandi-
capped.


