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POTATOES.

These have sold fairly well in car lots at 30c.
Receipts are light.  Street prices 10 to 20c

higher, per bag,
KGGS,

Have be:n casier and uosettled in price.
Offerings of fresh bave bLeen zmple, aud no
more are wanted ot over 19 to 20c.  Pickled
are slow of sale, with prices at 14} to 15c.

BUTTLK.

Choicegradeshave beentcarce, andotherquali-
tiesurc not wanted Prices forselected dairyhave
been steady ut 15 to 17¢, with tnore wanted.
Stocks of medium and inferior are still large,
and reccipts of theso continne to come iu against
the will of dealers. Good medium for shipping
could be bought at Sto 10c, but inquiriesare for
lower prices. Good rolts sell at 12to 14¢ and
inferior slow at 8c.

LARD.

Hes been in good request. One car lot of 50
1b pails sold at 8§c. Smaller lots biought 9 to
94c. Tinnets are worth 84 to 9; according to
quantity taken.

APPLES,

Steady and unchauged. Prices in car lots

range from $1.50 to §2.:25 per bbl.
HANMS.

Have Leen in steady demand at fivm prices.
Sroked sold at from 193 lo llc accocding to
quantity taken.

BACON.

Has impioved somewhat in the demand. A
car lot of Jong clear sold at Gic with 63¢ asked
later on. Tons and caser have sold at 63 to7c
and closed firm. Cumberland quiet =t Gic.
Rolls steady «t 83 to 9c. DBellies worth 10 to
11c with a good demand.

CHEESE.,

In fair and steady demand, at firm prices.
Medium =old at 7cin round lots. Choice is
worth 9 to Uic.

TORK.
More activs and firmer. Small lots sold at
$13.50, with $14 asked for iu sume inatances.
POULTKY.

Has been quiet and easy, with abundant
receipts.  Turkeys sold iairly well at 10¢, and
geese at 6 to 6ic per Ib.  Chickens worth about
45 to 50c, and ducks 65 to 75¢ per peir.

Commercial Summary.

Special telegrams to Bradatreet’s from a more
cxteaded numuer of distributing centers indi-
cate that general nusiness has not been so
active. The snow blockade of the larger uorth-
western railways centering in Jowa, whicih has
checked the movement of trains there for the
greater poition of two weeks has just been
raised. At Des Moines goods have been held
<wo weeks for shipn-ent.  The wide prevaleuce
of stormy weather hcs served to check trading,
aud the coundition of the country roads has hin-
dered interior merchants su teplenishing stocks.
At New York city there aus been someactivity
among dry goods commission merchants, as at

*Boxton, most notably in bleached cottons and
puint cloths. In other lines, at thoae citics,
trade may be classed as faitly satisfactory, but
without special activity, with the excejsion of
the raw wool market. Dry goode generally are
favorably affected by the renewed brying, and
there are larger purchases of woolen and
worsted goods as an adcance of from 5 to 10
per ceat. in price.  Print cloths in first hauds
are quite firm ard advancing.  Prices yester-
day wero 3 6-16¢c. per yard for 64s, against 3 5-
16¢. # week ago.  Some makers arc holding out

for 37-16e., snd 3ic. is freely predicted. A
small advance has besn obtained for medivm
30rts wool at the scaboard, though not quotable.
The strength of the London spring sales en-
courages expectations of a brisk demand for
materials. Sraboaid sales for January exceed
those of January last year. At Philadelphia
there is no general activity, and complaint is
made that Lusincss has not met expectations.
Fuee ice embargo at the port of Baltimore has
Leen raised.  The distribution of general mer-
chaadise from that city has been light, but
country stocks are reported low and orders ave
accumulating. Advices from Clevelard, Cia-
cinnatti, Louisville, Memphis, Chicago, Mil-
waukee, St. Paul, Buclington, St. Louis and
Kansas City 1eport a quiet movement in trads
circles, or a xmatler volume then in the preced-
ing week. At DPittsburgh business has been
satisfactory, and at San Francisco piospects are
said to be good. Iron shows po change in price
or demand. Steel rails av: weaker. Cottoa is
1,16 c. off ou spots and 9 or 10 points Jower on
futures, Larger receipts and lack of specula-
tive interest nas had sometning ‘o do with it.
Grocery staples move slowly.  Sugar is dull
and lower; coffce is firmer and tea quiet.
Dairy products are dull, bul with a slightly
improved expovt demand. Wheat bas lbeen
somewhat firmer and the temper of taec specu-
lative market is more hullish. Corp and oacs
are steady. Flour is relatively firm. Hog
praducts are irregular, pork being the leading
speculative product. The total numbes of busi-
ness failures in the United States reported to
Dradstreet’s this week pumler 337, againat 394
last weck, and 349 in the fourth week of Janu-
ary, 1883, 365 in 1854, 276 in 1883 aud 205 in
1852, The total of failures in the United
States this year to date is 1,264, against 1,628
iu a like portion of 1885, 1,341 in 1884, 1,224
in 1883 and 770 in 1852, Canadz hzd 30 fail-
ures this weck, against 30 last week, 41 in the
like week of 1885, 37 in 1664, 46 in 1883 and 8
in 1582, Canadian totals for four weeks of the
years named have been respectively 100 (this
year), 130, 146, 116 and 25.— Lradstreet’s.

Sumac Gatherfng in Yirginia.

Sumac gathering has grown into an industry
of considcrable magnitude in the Virginia
mountains of late ycars. The bash is most
abundant on the rocky and uncultivated moun-
tain side, where no crop of grain could be
grown. Providence, it would scem, has especi-
ally designed that the mountaineer should not
be forgotten in the universal economy of na-
ture, and that he shou'd find subsistence ready
at his cabin door. The scason for picking the
leaf lasts tarce months io the year, beginning
in the latter pari of June.  The first frost ren-
ders the leayes unfic for use.

The product is hauled .acmetimes us far as
fifty miles, often over rough and stony roads,
in the arcicas vebicles of the mountaineers, %o
some mill or convenient shipping point. For
the dry aad cured leaf they reccive §1 2 hun-
dred weight. At this rate, althovgn it is
amaller, the pickers tllege, than the mill men
could with justice give, the gathering of this
wild leaf is imuch more profitable than raising
grain in ihe rich valleys, where dronth afilicts

the farmers. The wifc and children of the
mountaineer assist him in gathering the
leaves, and a little ¢irl of 10 becomes as dex-
terous in stripping the bushes asa grown man
of 25. EKach can curn &8 a day. Expert
gatherers have been known to atrip off leaves,
which when cured Gave weighed 500
pounds. One man living at the top of the
Blue Ridse, near Manasscs Gap, has picked
this season twenty tons and reulized $400.
I. is impossible to estimale the amount of
comfort given these poor people by this
source of revenue  Their fathers, in ignorunce
of the wea'th at their doore, lived a precacious
existence, chiefly by hunting and fishing, and
partly by raising on the thin soil little patches
of buckwheat.

Most of the sumac gathered in Virginia finds
a warket in the morocco facturies of Wilmiag-
ton, Del. It is used to retain the rich coloring
of the leather imported from Sicilly. The
Amwmerican article is richer in tannic acid than
the Sicillian, but the imported leaf commands
the highest price for the reasou that, 28 yet, the
Virginia mountaineers have not learned the
importance of keeping their leaves as free from
sand and grits as do the careful Italians. The
Italian leaf is used by the print cloths factories
of New Englund.

The bush in the Virginia mountains is kuown
as the ‘‘staghorn sumuc.” It grows in great
laxuriance until the leaves have heen stripped
off for several season;, when the bush will die
if let alone. Iuthis emergency the moun
taineer hitcues his horse to a2 long uarcow-
poiated shovel plow called a “bull-tongue,”
and plows about the roots, breaking and tear-
ing them apart. From the torn roots fresh
bushes spricg up, and the next scason a crop
of leaves thicker and darker than ever amply
rewards his homely toil. —Independent Journal.

Great Britain not a Pree Trade Conntry.

1t c22 not be auid that the British fiscal
system is wholly based vpon free trade prin-
ciples. If we are absolute free traders, how
comes itabout that we levy somewhere about
twenty million pounds znnaally in customs
duties? Wec are certainly moic of 2 free trade
pation than the United Stalcs, as the revenue
derived by thiat countiy from customs’ duties
amounted in 1S53 §¢ to ncarly forty million
pouuds sterling. Still we are only relative feee
traders, and thercfore we must net lay too
much sticss upon that matter. \Wc pay our.
selves 2 much greater compliment—and let us
hope that this is a truthful compliment--when
we as#:rt that we are a persevering, <nergetic,
ard conscicntivus people ; that we pride our-
selves upon turning vat good work ; and that
our perfection in machiacry, or uzequaled mer-
cantile m2zine, aud our cominercial yenius en-
able us to produce and deliver with remorkuble
cheapncss.  These are, or should be, our dis.
tinguishing characteiistics asa manufactaricg
nation. If ‘liey are, we shall continuc to en-
joy a largeand prepondering share of the world’s
trade. If they are not, probably all the fiscal
legislation which can be devised will not pre-
vend our vecoming 2 socoud-rate conmercial
cormunity.— Ex.
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