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EVENTS OF THE WEEK.

The Irish Land Bill passed its third readingin the
House of .Commons on Saturday. There was gencral
cheering when the Bill was read.

His Holivess, the Pope, was never in the enjoyment of
aore robust health, nor able to engage in more universal
litesary and mental labour than at present, reports to the
<contrary notwithstanding.

Cardinal Lavigerie, of Brussels, states that a seminary
for women will be established at Maestricht, where they
will ‘be trained to preach the Catholic Gospel in the
French-African possession. The Cardinal is convinced
‘that women will be able to civilize and Christianize the
African youth with a greater success than men.

Sir George Trevelyan's reception on taking his seat.in
‘the House of Commons, as a member for the Bridgeton
.division of Glasgow, was a stirring scene, The Irish,
who used to shout him down, now cheered him. So did
the Gladstonians,, while his opponents on the Treasury
bench shook hands with him. The cheering lasted till the
Speaker.had to intervene.

A protest against the Irish-Crimes Act has been issued
over the signature of the Earl of Granville and twenty-eight
Liberal peers, iuncluding the Earl of Rosebery, the Mar-
quis of Ripon, the Earl of Kimberly and Larl Spencer.
The protest denounces the Act as a source of lasting irri-
tation, of hatred and mistrust of the law, and declares that
‘the measure depnves Irishmen of individual rights and
<reates and stimulates the growth of secret societies.,

The English Ministry are reported still at. sixes and
:sevens about proclaiming the National League. No de-
cision has been taken. Meantime they are collecting
-official reports relating to the operations of the league, and
intended to justify proclamation if it comes. Mi. Balfour
is understood to fayour action. Lord Salisbury, whose
energy expends itself sometimes in the manufacture of

*

vigorous phrases, cannot make up his mind, He is re-
ported to prefer postponing proclamation till supply is out
of the way. Should he throw down the gage to the Irish
members before the mongy votes have been passed, they
could easily keep Parliament sitting through September,

\ ——

Mz, W, H. Smith continues his non committal style of
answering questions about the business of the House of
Commons. Nobody knows exactly what will be done; but
the belief among members is that most of the measures the
Government are trying to pass will be dropped. What is
called supply—that is, the business of passing money votes
—was never so backward, \Whatever clse is left undone,
money must be had. The House is thinning and will thin
still faster next week, but the Irish, who view with indif-
ference the approach of the 12th August,’remain in force,
Not a man of that party will leave till it 1s known whether
the Government mean to proclaim the National League or
not. The duration of the session perhdps depends as much
on that as on anything, .

A magnificent religious ceremonial took place in Lim-
erick on Sunday last, in honour of the Pope's jubilee,
Deputations were present from all patts of Ireland. Several
bishops, hundieds of priests and 20,000 men walked in the
processton, carrying 500 religious banners. The five miles
of streets through which the procession passed were
spanned with tnumphal archies from which depended
mottoes, such as, “God Bless Leo XIIL,” and man
others of a similat character.  The houses were hung with
evergreens. Religious banners and the Papal colours met
the eye everywhere, and altars were erected in the streets.
Arrived at the cathedral, the Biskop of Limetich addiessed
the multitude in the open air. Yourty thuusand persons
witnessed the procession, As a purely tcligivus demon-
stration it excelled anything ever secn in Ireland before.

In the course of an ianterview on the probable effect of
the Crimes Act, Archbishop \Walsh said he does not regard
it as a political question, but as une purely svual and
economic, one that cuncerns the dumestic welfare and
happiness of every househuld of the land. It 15 quite cer-
tain that the literal execution of the Act would Ureak up
the root and branch of the Natiwnal League and absolutely
stifle any open demonstration of sympathy with Home
Rule. It is probably quite as much on account of its harsh
features as for any other reason that the Irish Nationalists
look upon it as a measure that England would only fully
adopt as an extreme resort.  The Archbishop, attaching
only secondary importance to this Act and Jo hing upon
the amended Land bill as removing a large puttion of the
injustices of which the former cumplain, augurs happy
prospects for the futute. He thinks that in a ycar or two
more an Irsh Parliament wili again sit in the Parliament
House in Dublin.  In the matter of evictiuns, which the
Archbishop asks to be stopped, the fact seems apalling that
for the three months ended on {ul} 2nd, 4,140 persons
have been evicted. The Archbishop said he never wentto
Dublin castle, whichis the abode of the Lord Licutenant
of Ireland, except on public business, but hc seemed to
think it yvas probable, in view of the expected improved
o;adl?x of things, that he would in the future visit there so.
cially.



