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HIS LOROSHIP, DI8HOP OLEARY

temiple ini its solidity, iii its costliness aîîd beauLy, iii its deep
foiudatioîîs ani in its lieiglit is but a mnifestaîtion and(i i-
tige of the living Chureli whidi the Soit of God inittituted on
eardh for the salvation of Ilis people, iL will noL bc ont of
place wvitlh tho occasion that calîs us together if wvo pass front
tlîcconsideration of the materialtcînplo and itstis&to Llhat 0f the
living- Chutrech of God, wlîich Christ bujîlt tipon the foundfation
of the prophects aîîd apostles, and of v«hidi lc Iliiniscif is the
cornter Stone. But ns iL %Nill bc impossible within the li its
of titis discourso to treat the entire subject, we will dveli for
soune Line on tha aspetL of iL, nainely, thio pcrpctitty anîl the
indcstructibility of the Clitrch of Christ. We live, dearcst
brcthrcn, in a woriti ofclhange and dccay. .111 limitait mnit-
ints arc perisliable ; tho grcr test structures and tho greatest

institutions ever coniceivcd by hiîian genius ;nid constructeil
by liunian power «ill one day cruiblle into uii. lit titis
world of chiango and decay, tic image of w~hîih, says te
apostie, is passing aiva y even as the cloud's sliadowv passes
over siinnier fields ; ni sucli a worldtUzere is butoiîc inîstituîtioni
thlat is unicliangeable, but eite inîstitution that us inidestructible,
andi Uit. is the lioly Cathiohe Rouliait Chiurcli, and the faut of
ItS indcstructibility proves that iL is a divine institution. At
tlitis Lune, dearest brcthroii, «hien thc iost sacred trutlis arc
questiciieti and assailcd; wlîen a fallso science is doineg ILS uit-
inost to Sap tho foindations on wvlich the Chrïistiani
religion reposes, and «Itou it is souglit to substituto
a cold, barren, clîcerlcss iiibclief for the trats, tic gmaces,
auid the consolations of t.le Churistian faith ; wlhon
gifted inuds are driftiiig away front tic nîoorings of
revetîle religion auîd vcîit.urng ont i«itîjout cliart or conipass
on tie dark oceau of uiîbelief; at a Luine wlien nmoderni formas
of Christianity, based on liuman origlît, arc fast losisîg tIicir
lîold on t intelligence and on the conscience of Lue age, it
iL is encouragiiîg, it is inspiritiuig .o, bclioldthe lioly Catholie
Ronman Cliuurch successfully resisting tho corrodiiig.influieiice of
a-false science, dissipatiîg cite destructible ag-encie-s of Lime and
te iii fl eonce of decay and death ; standing crect witl divine
ife as tic strong image and reflection on cartli of tie ctemnal

God, witlî no sliade or shadow of alteraItion. The life
wvhich tlîo Clînrei was destineid to lend on eartl, wvas to bu
t.he interpreter of tluat wvhicli Christ, its foutnder, led :a life
of toi! ; a lifo of suffering; a life of persecution; but also a

lifo of conquest aiid of viefory. -~ On titis rock . will build
iny Clittreli, and Lue gates of liou sliîll ixot provail ogrin3t it.''
For iiearly 2,000 years Uie Clurch lias beoin ini the worid doing
theo %orli of tho Divinîe Mastor, aîid for 2,000) years élie lias
stood the test. Let uis glatie, deiur'nt lîrütlîrci, at Sottie of
tihe trials wlîich tlie Chîîrchi oicotiiiteîced iii the Iliglu. of liges,
lot tis cuiiiidcr for iî mntuent tho coniditionî of thîe inîfant
Clitireli, the iîisurinoiitable obstacles whieli stood botween
lier îuid tlîe accoinplisiliiiîoîît of lier divine miissioni. Who
wvure tho aliosties buit illiterîîto ilieriei, %%îtliotît t-dîiatin
anid %%itluoitt social ditiiction? liov were tuie iînhabita»ts
of a despised proviniceo f tuie Ruinait Emipi te. 'l lie doctrinies
thîe) j>i'eilietl were oû*uiîsiN(, to tlit pride of Lhe Hiuîîîîiîs, be-
causie thov soîîred far avay tiboo tlitu Iliglits of limitanitintellect.
Tlie) iîîcîlcatvd coiitoiît for thîe world, of rîies, lîixîry,
lionour anîd distinctionu. Tliey tîniglit love of poverty, chastity,
aînd forgivetess of iîijury, anîd deiilouiteed lis a iviclicd super-
stitionî tîte retlgioii of thte empire t.iat liad heen associated
witît thje habits, traditions muid fainiIy tics of lî people.
Surelv. tiiero waîs uîotlîiîg iii titis to îîttrnct., but a great dent
to iletor. Wliat wais tlîo conîditionî of theo counitry- 2 Ii a
politieud and social sexiso the Poiuiiiiupire thonî comprised
civilized inîîîkiîid. IL 'vus thon thîe ridcet anîd liiglîcst
pow~er iii the wvorld. ILs capital, iiitoxicîîted witli glory,
reveleui iii hixurv anîd %vealtlu. Tiiere, iii elegatit case, plîil-
osoplicîs disclissed varions nîouds cf lîuiîîai touglit, whîicli
conte :Iowni îiiîîiiitated to oui day. Tiiero iniinorality and
corrupîtioni spreîîd over tlîe fface of the empilire. Tlîît empire,
witli iLs sltiîiiîg, tinsQlled surface of civilizatioii was stcoped
to tlie lips iii senuality anud iroral tunrpitude. St.. Pul gives
ui appalliîg descriptionî of iLs rotteuinessa,îu the tinte «lieni
the Apostolic nmission began, anud yet before titis austero
religion, preaclîed by Ouîc «ho met the uleatli of Lte ialefactor,
preaclied by illiterato mon, the pagaiiisin of tue empire three
hîîuuîdrcd years aftor liegan to init awîîy as tlîe sulit icits tho
siiow of spriîîg«. lere %vas the greatest moral rovolutioiî that
«vas ever accoînplislied 01, eartu ; a revolition inost trtily coin-
plete. It did awvay witli Lhe past ; it clînigcd tliù basis of
limnitait Itistory ; tlhc current of lininan Lliouglit ; iL introduîced
ncw principles of governînelit ; a iîe%% systein of cîvilization.
l3rctroiu iL was miot a humnait inîsttutionî t.lat could accoînplisli
titis; iL %vas tlie Saviouur's great Alhniglity Arîni. 1- Bchold 1
amn witli yoîu ail dîuys, eveiî tu Lthe couîsuiniation of Lte
%vordl.'' lluîîîaî reason and limitait expericlîce tell us tlîat
overy work perforîiied by titan cati bc destroyed ; every nionu-
tment, îîo inîîtter liow great, no iiîatter liow iînposiîîg tliat is
buiit up by hulitiuli power cati bc destroyed by hîumuait poiver.
If titerefore, wvc fiid ait institutionî on earth that cînnot bo
dcstroycd by luîa pawver Liiît institution caîtuot bu of maan.
WVe find stick ant institution iii the lîoly Catluolie Roman
Chiurch.

Let uîs glaxce for a momnit at some historie facts that
show exîîctly Lhe t.riat of %vlat I say. The greatest powver
tlîat ever e,\isted on earti up to Ltat Linme «as tlîe Roman
Eîiuirc ; it 'vas Lte iron powver foretolci by Daniel,bccauso the
greatest of otlier institutions wcru smaslied down hefore iL;
tiiere %vas neyer lîuîîîaî pawer beforo it tiat did tint. cmumble
dowtî. Tîmat powver begait to persecuite te Cliîurch, declarod
wvar upoit its Leacluers ; penal laws wvure passcd by magistraLes
declaring %var upoei Citristians. Tluoy seized upon Christians,
bcsmearcd tîtein wviLl Lar and sAt fire te tîteun in te streets of
Roulte, La liglît Lue Eternal City ; thcy toehk tiu sword of Lhe
Longue as wvell as tue sword of steel ; titeir writors ridiculed
te Chtristian religion as superstitioii-che religion of fore-

ignera, te religion of ignîorance, eue would imnaginîe ituseif
listening to, tue anti-I>opury cturers of to-dîîy. Tacitus the
inigluty huistoriait, cails te Clîristians, enomies of Uie Ituman
race. Thie persecuted Clîristiaîîa retired into tue catacombs,
ofteui lîearîuîg tue buowlings of the batIe reverberaLîng rouind
tueuni. And yet, shuorthy after Lte victory of Consatantine, tint
religion tîtat ltad beeii persecutedl by te empire for iliree
liuuîdred yeara %viLl more or less intermission became tho
reigiont of tue empire. Tite Clurîstiatîs caine forth from the
cattacounbs drîpping wvitu te blood of martyrs anti set to ivork
te build up great temiples andîleIgislatiouî for te civiiizatioil of
înamîkiiid. Is titis a humait inistitution ? WVe sec the finger
of God Jîcro ; «e sec His wor<. The Cluurchi, iL migit be
said, could wvitistand oxternal causes; tat iL ceuld bind iL-
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