FROM ST. CATHARINES.

———

BY OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT,

Nothing of importance in conneotion with
tho Volunteer Forco has oventuated for
somo time with the exception of the military
ball held bero on tho 11th inst., in the town
hall by the officers and wembors of Capt.
Thompson's company, No. 2, 1%th Batt,
which provad n dacided success, about 60
cauple participating. Great taste was dis-
played oy the members of tho company in
Jdecorating the hall for the occasion with flags
and other suitablo devices, &c., particularly
prominent among which were tlie colors of
the old 2nd and 5th ** Lincoln’® Militin rvegi-
ments with the principal battles of 1812em-
blasonad on thom. In fact, the room was
ornameontad in better style than Ihave ever
seen it on any precoding oceasion.

Dancing commenced about 9 o'clock and
was kept up until an intimation was given
which caused the party to adjourn to tho
Pickwick IIousa for supper where ample
Jjustice was done to the good things, served
in recherche stylo by the obliging host of
the establishment, M. S. Cole, After which,
having returned to the ball roown, the Vol-
unteers and thoir friends onjoyed them-
sclves immensely until almost daylight.

{ am not prepared to describe the elabo-
rats costumes of the ladies, so must begz to
bo excusod, as I am convinced I would not
do justico to those who graced the occasion
with theiy presence. There wero not eo
many citizen soldigra presont in uniform as
should have baen owing to the fict that
some or indesd most of the uniforms of the
forca are bavely presentabls, slthough a
goodly number of scarlet coats with the
dark bluo of the artillery and cavalry in-
terspersed imparted a pleasing brilliancy
and variety to tho festive scene, Insign G.
Milter, of No. 10 Co., acted as floor manager
with his usual urbanity, and succeeded, as
he always does on theso occasions, in the
arduous task of pleasing everyone.

Saveral changes are occuring about this
timo in the 19th Batt,, as the Surgeon As-
sistant-Surgeon, and one Captain intend to
resign, and I believe one or two more offi-
cers are contemplating a similar course bo-
fore long. :

On tha 12th inst. Capt. Oswald's Battery
turned out to inter with mititary honors the
remains of their late comrade, Sergt.-Major
McCann, who died rather suddenly of in-
flamation of the lungs; the Orange society
of which he was a member, also assisted at
lns obcequies.

The promotion of Nargt. R. Gourley to
the vacant position of Second Lieutenant in
the Battery, caused’ by tho resignation, of
Liout, Brady, is considered a highly satisfac-
tory appointment. .

Lt.Col. Currie has just succesded in ob-
tsining o grant from the County Council to
Yy for the rations supplied to the men

groat credit for his exertions in the matter

as the men had long ago given up the hope
of seeingit.

A LUITLE GO-&SIP ON SUME MATTFDS!

OF TASTE.

To the Editor of the VoLusTrER Buvitw,
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CORRESPONDENCE. while in camp last September;, ha desorves * snobbery in almost eveny lino reporting his

proceedings.

In fact the visit of the Prince has afford
ed the Americans & giand opportunily for
the display of their leading churancteristic—
bad taste—and, fur from neglecting it, they
have gone in for tho full enjoyment oln

“wurfeit of it, of coursa with honorable ex

coptions,

Sii :—="Tho powor, the importance, andtho , o o things are more disgusting to per
influence of tha Press—the Fourth Estato—1 o0 o st than the sensational headings
have, for many yoars past passed into A’ qep which such mattors as voyal visits are
familiav wphotism. Yot to tho man ofigrqinaiily described in this hemisphare. It
acquirements aud of cultivated tusto, how ¢ imetimes lnppens, however, that smuse
considerable n portionn of this mighty insli‘!mem at the navieté or ignorance which
tution cannot bo other than a subject of griel prompts their adoption overcomes one's
and contempt.  ° disgust.

Whon wo are daily aware of gross perver-{ Qe \wau particularly the caso with one
sions of truth for political ends in the lead-; geliciou. caption which arrested our atten
ing Journals of tho country—-whon we real- . (iay in a recent report of tho Prince’s pro-
ize tho stupendous juggle and humbugin  caeding:
volved in the graatmass of advortisements— - “Qus ACCENT."
when wo have witnessed the humiliating! This was pronounced to be * unmistak.
spectacleof nleading nowspapercondescend- ; ably English.”” otherwise it was stated, it
g o fitt up its columns with the prurient:would have been difficult from his speech to
details of an American domestic scandle, ) detormine liis nationality.
which would have been doubly disgusting ™ The sapience of this remark reguires no
had it been possible~when we shrug our | comment, but it was so worded that we
shoulders weekly over the sickening trashin | might have doubted whether it were intend-
tho shapo of romance which ddludes the 1 ed to be derogatory or complimentary, were

[t was:

vaaders of country newspapers with the idea
that they ave being editied with actual de-
Linintions of life and manners- when we are
continually disgusted with tho illiterateness
and want of oven respectable conventional

“we not aware of a remarkable American

conceit that Englishmen cannot speak their
own language correctly, and that Americans
are the only peoplo who can,

Neither is this happy conceit— for where

knowledge which is perpetually apparent in | jgnorance is bliss, &e.,—entirely confined to
newshaper sepotts of the most ordinary ) the States, Owing partly to the vitiating
social occurrences, (we say nothing of the 1 prevalenco in Canada ot American pseudo
pravalonco of the most careless typographi- | literature it has obtained among ill inform-
cal ovrors), wa aro porforce driven to con-|ed Canacians, aid even among some who
facs that tho Press of our country has many | should be betfer informed.  Now, “I'm no
a stride to take before it can approach the !t saymg,’”t as Lauderdale says m that clever,
tono of that of Great Britain. though somewhat dry, novel A Son of the

‘he faulls, however, of & portion of the ‘ Soil,™ that there is no ground for the iden
Canadian Press aro mostly of a nature inci-' Unforiunately there is a good deal. Evory
deat to an as yet imperfectly welded nation- ‘ educated Englishman is aware of provincial-
ahty. They are also partly dueto the ab- ' isms, which aro in many counties a total ind
sence of thit higher standard of journalism 1 effectual disguise to the language. He is
which it would be disgraceful Lo a country also painfully alive to the tendency not, un-
of timio lionored historical associations not happily, by any weans confined to the area
to possess, and are, at 1ll events, trivial in of the sound of Bow Bells, to drop the B
comparison with those of the Press of tho where it should be aspirated, and to affix it
United Ststes. where it has no place.

To an inconceivable political prohigacy This vulgarism, and the ecxpletive adjec-
(both home and foreign) a shameless menda- tive ¢ blastad,” with which the unpolished
city, and a turbulent and upshot arrogance Briton is but too apt to adorn his conversa-
measurahle only by the height of a crazed, tion, aro constantly heard by our immacu-
conceit :mq the depth of a profound igno- latecousins {rom the essentially lower class
rance, it has racently conspicuously added  English who constitute the bulk of British
a compound of ubout equal parts of u emigration to the States. This unhappy
flunkeyism worthy of the chronicler of Lady | word * blasted” appears more peculiarly to
Young's appearanco on & parliamantary o¢ ' striko tho sensitive ear of tho Yankeos from
casion somo time ago (may I be pardoned l 1t3 being gonerally pronounced with » protty
for montioning a lady in such aconneztion), good, broad, open A, aud we suppose, to of-
and an offensive insolenco which would dis- | fend that delicate vrgan by reason ofits
grace & costermonger. lcontrast to the sharp, snapping, barking

Both these peculiarly Anmterican traits | enunciation to which the Awerican ear is
have boon manifested in referance to Princo | familiarized, and which sets the teeth of an
Arthur, The impertinenco in gratuitous | Englishman on odge, especially in the case
deoprecations of attentions to him. The of ladies.




