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THE ARK OF GOD,

MY startled eyes sec a clt&rl-e
Up from theJordan banks,
The shy sbora it Is ¢lear and blue,
The aie Is sweet with the breath of morn,
Its walls are strong and lig guards are true,
The slege or attack it Tavghs 10 scorn.
1 see {ts mrmy's glittering tanks,
I hear {ts warder's ¢hallenge ¢iles,

And at break of day a sirange arnsy
Unfolds to my wonderlng ken,
A Ioni procession passes by,
I see in lis midst the ark of Godl,
I Lnow that this hoat with courage high,
Through the waves of Jordan in safety trod.
lttll’ the tragp of armed myn,
And the trumpets’ call for deadly fray,
But never & volee through all the way,

The eyede rosnds with the circling year,
The days of oid are the Now and ere.
Beset by foes upon every side
Still the hosts of God sweep thelt inystic march
Dy uttress and tower, and pastern atch
Of many a Jericho's vaills of pride,
And stlll behlnd the ull{.ng ranks,
The Jordan Rows over all fis banks,
Retreat §s death—and the work we do,
Scems an idle march as In days of
No victory galned, no conflicl ¢ rooyg
Jut Uiming foolsteps o'er and o'er,

re

But courage, hearts ] be brave ard strong |
™ Ye bear {n your midst the ark of God,
e

th your feet have travelled lorg,
e Lleeding feet of the marlyrs trod,
Soon shall be ended God's week of years,
The spell of silence shall soon Le tiven,
‘The victor cry banksh all yout fears,
44 Shuut, for the ¢ty to you [y given t”

From Lhe sunset shote comes the nallying word,
The Father of wateis has caucht the ery
New England hills have the challenge heatd,
Ard In answering made reply.
The wotld moves on—our God Is true )
Without Ilim never a sparcow falls,
The trivmph-hours of the past review,
Count the Jelchos' fallen walls.
—Lend A Hand.

P ity e

THE UNHEALTHY CRY FOR ENTER.
TAINMENT.

Tux following rematks of the New York
Christian Advocale teapecting a growing evil in
the Methodist Church are very timely and
me equally applicable to all the Christian
Churches:—

Many years ago much too little was done for
the young people in the Methodist Episcopal
Church. Now the desire to *entertain” young
people has become morbid, and absotbs the
greater part of the energy of the Church. Com.
paratively little attention is paid to devising
plans of genuine Christian work apart from
social entertainment.

What 13 needed is that the pastors of the
churches devise plans of Christian work for
{:ung people, and depend upon them for its

iing performed. Oftentimes young peoplego to
persons whom they respect, and who are not too
old to sympathise with them, and speak of their
rel.gious cxkcricnce. saying thatthey are not at all
satisficd with the way that they aredrifting along;
that they want to do something in the church
besides attending debating socictics, getting up
fairs, preparing for extubitions and readings and
concerts, selling tickets, superintending excur
s‘ons, etc,, and besides going to prayer-mecting ot
class-mecting oncea week. The lyceums {literary
socictics] are valuable for social life and intellec.
tual growth, but it is possible fur a person—
young or old—to be constantly at work in things
that centre in the church, and lose sight of the
very object for which the church was created.

The cry so often heard @ *' We must get up
an entertainment for the young people ; they
must have a chance to work for the church,” is
4 somewhat incoherent and contradictory cry.
Get ¥p an entertainment for the young people
that they mav hate @ chance to twork };f- the
chureh /

This is not the kind of church work that

{

While an exclusive devotion to the popular
sott of church work docs not feed the souls of
such young people as are convested, and they
languish and starve under them, it prevents
those who have bepn religiously impresse from
taking any advance steps, and causes multitudes
to aflitiate with the church and congregation

who never become genuine workers for Christ,

When young persons are soundly coaverted,
they 2re not only willing to work, but anxious to
do so, and instances have occurred within our
knowledge where young people a few weeks aftet
they had attaincd a genuine religious experience
have gone to entcrtaliments, read, recited,
waited on the lable, laugl.ed, talked, and gone
away disgusted with the affair in general and
with themnselves In particular for having had
anythlnﬁ to do with it, Dut they never so fecl
when they have been doing »olid, substantial,
soul-stirring work for the church.

\Yhat will the end be when the coming gener-
ation, whose most faithful training In the work
of the church(?} has been to devise some yet
uitheard of thm% imported from Japsn, or
Kamtchatka, or Madagascar, or contrive, by the
ingenulty of amaleur actors, to draw the largeat
crowd, shall come into control ?

Let it not be fancied that this is the voice of
a croaker who forgels that he was cver young,
or of unr who proposes a yoke upon natural
spirits which would transform youth [nto an un.
natwial imitation of the gravity of old age. It
is rather a warning cry suggested by the pereep-
tion of undue absorption of the youth of the
Chutrch In cortain things, and the consequent
neglect of every thing which gocs to make the
bone and sivew of a vigourous and fruit-bearing
Christian,

It is our conviction that the great work now
required of pastors, in conncction with youth,
and of Sunday-schoal teachers and officers and
Christian parents worthy the name, is to devise
means of conscicntious, heart-reaching work for
the Church, which in its reflex influsnce upon
the heart and life of those who perform it will be
a means of moral and spiritual growth rather
than a source ot pleasure similar in kind to that
which is sought by ““lovers of pleasure more
than God."

THE DUTIES OF ELDERS.tuqpl
AS SKT TFORTH BY THE COMMITTRE ﬁ(W
PRESIWTERIAN CHURCH OF THE '
UNITED STATES.

Thg overture of the committes on Lerm ser-
vice of deacons, presented to the General As.
sembly of the Presbyterian Church, nocth, just
closed at Minnecapolis, was as follows :—

“The office of ruling elder in the Presby-
terian Church, next to that of its ministers and
pastors, is the most imporntant agency for the
spiritual power and growth of this branch of the
Church and Kingdom. It seewns to us that its
efficiency in the past years is not commensurate
with its grand oppotiunittes, or with the present
demands of the Church, over which the Holy
Ghost has made us overseers. It has been the
subject of much earnest enquiry ameng usin our
clders’ separate prayer-meetings at this mecting
of the highest tribunal of our Church, to deter.
mine in what way dormant energies of the ruling
clders may be quickened to new life, so that
some of the churches under their influence may
not only be kept alive when they arc almost
ready to nerish, but also that ot{ers of them
may be greatly enlarged and strengthened and
made glorious tothc Master’s scrvice,

“ After prayerful consideration the elders
have adopted the following resolution which we
send to you, and catacstly hope it may sccure
your approval and be acu:c{ upon with éhrisli:m
zealand athorough appreciation of the responsi-
bitities which the ordination vows you have
assumed demand of your heart and hanus,

S Retolred, that it be recommended to the
ruting elders of churches connected with this
General Asscmbly, that elders’ associations be
formed in each presbytery, to be composed of
the elders of the chutches in such presbytery, or
such of themn as can be conveniently called to-

gether, to the end that waich and oversight |
may be given to the tempora) and spiritual wel- 1 )

fare of all thechurches within the bounds of such

young-people who have been transformed by the , presbytery, that Sabbath services and prayer

power of the Holy Spiiit, and wish to live a
Chrnistan iife, need or dewre,  They need and
long for sulid, soulsuraing work. It isa sugges.
tive and alarming fact that the prayers and
remarks of many young people in young people’s
prayer-meetings, unions, and Christian associa-
tions, exhibit no growth in spintual knowledge,
no increase in facility enther of thought or ex.
prescsion upen rcligious subjects ; no grasp of
those truths which lic at the foundation of
rehigious bife and character, and are the clements
of all convincing and persuasive exhortations.
‘The hymns for which J:y exhibit a prefcrence
are often “light 25 a puff of cmpty iz, floating
on the tune and not moving the soul, but simply
tiillating the nervous system and the sensonium,

Hence, the most embarrassing thing that can
happen to some prayer-mectings waere  this
spint predominates s to have any manifesta.
tions of gesnene spiritual pewer —not awe in the
presence of God, but utter confusion and pet-
plexity results.

meetings may be sustainced, the benevolent oper-
ations of our General Assembly enlarged and
promoted, and the clders be cor rained to give
more attention to the meetings of their raspec-
tive pirsbyteries,

" Rerolved, that we earnestly recommend and
urge up.on cach elder of cur several presby-
leries the purchase and careful and prayerful
slud{ of the book entitled * The Elder and His
Work,' that thus preater cfficiency and power
ma{ be given us for the Master's service.”

The following is a summary of the discussions
n the clders’ daily prayer mecting touchiog the
duties and respunsibility of the presuting elder
ut the Presbiytertan Church,

Fust—A consistent life and godly walk before
all men, aud so preaching ﬁjy example the
Gospel we profess.

Sccond—Danctual and prompt attendance
upon Sabbath services, Sunday school and week
day prayer-meetings, and taking such part
therein as God shall give us oppostunity.

Third—Making personat acqualntance with
cvery member of the church, visiting the
famllse, reproving with meekness and prayer, i
need Le, exhorting and entreating in order that
the peace of the church may entirely be pre-
served and its graces abound.

Fourth—To promote regular, systematic and
.nropottionate contributions to the scveral boards
of our church,

Fifth—Puncteal attendance at all the meet:
ings of sestions, aud ~are that at every mecting
.of presbytery cach church be represented by one
of its clders,

Sixth—L.astly, looking beyond the bounds of
our own churches to ascertain the constitution,
tircumistances and wants of the other churches
in our presbyleries, vislting them as far us we
can, exhorting the clders of weak and destitute

Ky

churchies 1o maintaln the ordinances of God's
house, and to remember the words of the Lord
Jesus, how e said it Is more Llessed to give
than to receive,

Mission ¥ork.

OUR WORK IN INDIA.
REPORT OF RKY. W. A, WILSON, NEEMUCHL,

As the wotk in Neemuch has been but
recently begun it is too soon to speak of results,
Any report must relate chielly to modes of
wo.king, and to prospects. lLast June, work
was begun by Bataram, a catechist from In.
dore, who opened a school in the city and
in a short time gathered a large number
of boys. On two young men professing
a desire to become Chustians, the great major.
ity of the boys 100k fright and fled, and the at-
tendance fell from 115, to less than 20, But
the average has risen again to about 3o
There are many prejudices and superstitions
to contend with in a new fietd, A promising
school was also opened in Mandesaur, a large
city of zo,000 souls, on the railway 3o miles
from Neemuch, in the direction of Indore.

Juzatkishor, a young man who had Joined the
w; Mission, was put in charge. But his
glanity was not sufficiently robust to resist
hesthen inflence around Kim, and his dis-
bvbecamesnecomsary, -Eosilacksof-a-euit-
ablesman to take his place the school has been
clostd. 1o meet the great need as there was
ne medical dispeasary either in the camp, or in
Neemuch city, the mission council sanctioned
the opening out of a small dispensaty in old
Neemuch.  In August last it was opened under
thecharge of L. Kudd, M.R.C.5, London, The
dispensary has hitherto met with good support
ftom the Parsee community, but as the Govern.
ment opencd out a dispensary in the camp a few
wecks ago our revenue may be affected.  Since
August, 841 patients have been admitted and
230t have been treated,  The subscription has
amounted 1o Re. 278-4.0. There is great need
for a medical missionary here, and we hope one
may soon be found offering himself for the
work, A part of a native shop has been rented
in the Cantonment bazaar, where Delaur Masih,
who on account of his health was transferred
from Mhow 10 Neemuch, keeps for sale a small
stock of Bibles, tracts and books ; he also visits
the railway station at train time, when he sells
tracts or talks with the people who gather there
in large numbers.

For lack c¢f suitable teachers little has been
donc in the villages in behalf of education, An
experiment is being trivdin Bajana, a large village
close to Neemuch, whete we are nursing 2 small
school under the care of a Mahownedan, who
professcs to be secking liaht.

Sabbath services are held both in Neemuch,
and in the camp bazaar, as thesc places arc
about a mile aput; weekly services are also
held in the bazaar,  These are well attended by
the heathen who listen atzentively, Our little
upper r00m in Neemuch is sometimes crowded,
while in the camp large numbers gather and
stand in front of the verandah, which we use as
a prcachini place. A glib, and not over
scrupulous Mahonicdan has commenced preach:

ng in opposition Lo us in the streets. No doubt

1s opposition will but awaken a ‘deeper interest
in the new religion. A few excursions have
been made into the country, and the Gospel has
been preached in some of the villages. We
hope to give special attention to Juwad, a large
walled city about nine miles from here.

A Dible class forthe helpers, and any inquirers
who may attend, 18 held every Sabbath morming.
From fificen 1o twenty beggars regularly assem.
ble at the bungalow on Sabbath mornings, who,
before reseiving pice, must listen to a short
scrmon.  We have frequent visits from young
men, Brahming and others, whoe come totalk on
religion. There are thus abundant opportun-
ities for sowing thesced.  We can but sow, and
pray that the dew from above may descend.
Several professed inquirers encouraged us for a
while, but they were only steny ground hearers.
Of some others we have more hopes, as the
seem to be really struggling with religious diffi-
cultics.  Many indeed, acknowledge that Chris
uanity is true, but they shrink from the con-
sequencs of professing it.  T'o be baptised, and

10 ‘oin the flesh-cating Christian socicty, mcans
to lose caste, and with caste, 1he loss of the all

they can as yet appreciste, But the way is
being prepared for the coming of the Kingdem.
Day by day almost bifore our eyes God s, by
the advance of western civilizaticn, lcosing the
gtip of casto prejudices, and when tho fetters
ral{., many will atise and opevly call on the name
of the J.ord, Some faint Fearts here are even
now fonging for that tithe, vaat they may come
out on the Lord's side. A weekly prayer meeting
in Bnglish is held in the bungalow fur soldiers
and others who desire to attend. A tervice is
also held once a month in the barracks for Pres-
byterian soldiers, the chaplain from Mhow also
giving a monthly scrvise.

God is thus giving to us abundant oppor-
tunitics for making known the truth, and as one
remembers one's inability to use them, the cry
is " who is suflicient for these things” Would
that many might fecl constrained to * come to
the help of the Lord, to the help of the Jord
against the mighty,”

Tue Rev. James H. Lawrie, In the Free
Churchk Month'y, gives the following intetesting
description of the dress of the native Chrisiian
women in Aneityum (—*“"The pandanus leaf skirt
worte: by the women of Ancityum {s of the same
style now as it was thirty-five years ago, whenthe
isfand was wholly heathen, ~ At that time the
dress of the women was far {n advance of the
men as regards coveting ; from a South Sea
island point of view, the women were then de-
cently clothed.  In the matter of dress, however,
the natives are ripidly conscrvative ; while they
have taken out their huge turtle shell carrings,
and do not now paint their faces, the only addu
tion to the old-fashioned skirt is a loosc, coloured
colton gown as a covering for the body, and on
Sabbath days a hat or a handkerchief for the
head, The mcthod of making the skirt is
simple and intcresting ; each native female is
the possessor of several pandanus treer, which
sre jealously guarded as family property.  When
a skirt is to be madc, a bundle of long leaves
are gathered ; the prickles are removed with a
sharg:onifc made from a reed or from a split
bamboo ; each long narrow leaf is chewed sep-
arately to extract the Juice and to soften the
fibre,  When a sufficient ntmber of leaves are
chewcd, say about ten dozen, the bundle is
placed in water for four days and afterwards hun
up to deys-each.leal Is-ngain scraped.and.care!
fully smoothed with a sharp shell; the whole Is
then neatly plaited on to a strong cord made from
the inner bark of a tree. ‘The native skirt, when
finished, forms a heavy fringe reaching below the
knees; four of these are the usual nutnber worn
at one time by (ull-grown wonien.”

Ax 1 1o Brawe 2—How docs the Church
meet the command of her Lord, and the de-
mand of the world?  After praying for half a
century that doors of access and approach
might be opened, now, when in every land the
Gospel may be freely proclaimed, what is our
attitude? We answer, that no enterprise of the
Church it sustained 10ith 10 great a dificully as
Foreign Mitsions! “This argument and appeal,
and evea the logic of events, fail to arouse us to
send the missionary or even to give money, in
any adequate ratio, to the scope and need of
the work. Even the sum asked for the most
economicas mainfenancs of the work note doing is
more than the Church will supply, and retrencA-
ment becomes needful when (f 100t not do even
Lo remain stationary.  Mistionaries cannot go
because there is no money in the treasury,
"he Church is #of in profound sympathy toith her
Lsra in His work among the Aeathen! 1If we
wete heartly praying for the coming of His
kingdom, and watching the signs of the times
and the signals of his providence, culd we
allow Forcign Missions to move backward or
even stand still,—A. . Pieron,

Tue Rev. A, A, Fulton with his sister, Dr.
Fulton, of the American Presbytenan Church,
have recently cstablished themselves in Kiwang-
8i, the last Province in China, to yield to mis-
sionary effort. He emphasizes the value of
medical skill in secuting the favour of the
heathen and a foothold for the missionary, He
doubts if the Province could, without the aid of
medicine, have becn opened for years. We
wish the most abundant success in the work to
this beave brother and sister in their temote
outpost. Let the Church universal give thanks
that cvery Province In this vast cmpure is at
last occugicd, and continue instant in prayer
that year by year they may be more fully ovcu-
pied till the gospel is.at least brought within
reach of the millions of China,

We notice the announcement of the death of
Mr. W. Young, long ago a lay-agent of the
London Missionary Society in Amov, China.
He was the first niisstonary to write hymns in
the spoken langnage of the rcoplc. Before his
day all the hymns were in the *lerary ™ syle,
and quite unintelligible to the uneducated, He
had rare talents for hymn.wnting, and some of
his hymns are siill in use by all the churches in
the Amoy district, and by our Christian brethten
in Nurth and South Formosa. ~ Since his hymins
were first sung and published all the Chrstian

hymns are written in the vernacular,

-



