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Church Unity.

DY REV. THOMAS NATTRESS.

Thongh the corporate union of Christendom were effoctod to-
morrow we would still bo as far as ever from reul unity. The
quibblers about secondary matters would still quibbloand tend to
break away; the superficial woula suill flowt upon the surfaco
looking for offence, and taking it whenroneisoffeiod. Something
morte real than corporato union 1s what the hearts of good pooplo
are fivod on ; something of which corporatounion, when it becomes
a fact, wiil bo but the index ; and that something 1s real unity of
svoipathy and purpose.

© Nor aro tho hearis of these good pooplo being entircly disap-
potnted. Thoy are not gong hungry in their longing. Their fer-
ventprayersare not usansweredquite.  Thereis moroco-operation
to-day by far than thero was tew years- go.  Mutual regard s on
theincrease betwoeen Christian bodies.  But wo want more of the
same good thing. Ve shall have it too, for it 24 & good thiog, and
tends to perpetuateatself. Meanwhile, before oorporate union of
the Church can bo effected, 1t muat first appoar to the great body
of Christiansg that we ars nosr essentially one, like a great army
marshalled {>r aggressive warfare, which, though it bo madeup of
right wing and left wing, rear guard, advance colum, asd aaxil.
1aries, 1s one.

There 15 nothing so fruitfal of diference—and therefore also of
division—as the defonding of voscriptural positions, whether doc-
trinal or pertaining to Church government. Wherefore, let it be
the aim of the Church 1o all her several brauches to chimiaste the
uoscnptural,  \When this 1s done (ond woe believe 1t 18 1o progress)
wo thall see that beautiful thing we long for and are as yet to
blind to soe.

It1s not reasonable to expect that 4.0 will ever think precise-
1y alixe or be wilhag to be fitted with exactly the same mould in
matters religious, aay more than 1o the field of literature or of
science. Thero are difforencer of temperament among men, differ-
&nces of mental calibre, and also of wsthetic caste.  Moreuver,
theae differences are very great sometimes, 30 great, indecd, that
1t would be difficult to conceivo of an English Methodist for
example, let us say of tne Yorkshire type, thioking as a Scotch
Presbytenian does, or conforming to the same ueage. We dorot
hesitate to say that in our belief the different forms of Church
overnment and skades of doctrine bave, these many gencrations,
in the providenco of God. served & good purpose. Bt swaddling
clothea are a mero accident of Life and ought not tobe worn beyond
the imo when they have served their purpese.  Letusbefrecthat
we may bestrong.

We have made reference to the holding of positions that are
uoscnptutal. The word onicTiptonal” aeems ot always to be
rigbtly underatood. That which contradicts Scripture, or which
rons counter to the apirit of Scripture is snacrip.aral. Ino this
cas® the term cannot be ulutllﬁl‘a. Bnt the details of Church
government, ay practised by one branch or another of the Church,
are not nocessarily unsciiptural because they do not find cxplicit
authority in the Scriptures. Thereis room, and let us not be
impationt with those who think there isgood reason too, for variety
in form of servico and in detail of government. This variety does
not in itself interfere with real unity, at least not necessarily.

in & racent Satarday afternoon and on the folluwing Monday
momng there might have been seen aboard a train on one of our
Canadian roadsand ia the same coath three sentlemencf the cloth
-—3 munister, & clergyman aad a priest. They were gotag frm
home to neighboring parishes and retarning. We could eauly,
aad without doing violencoto good ncighborliness or facts, unagne
them engaged in the {ollowing abbreviated conversation :

P.—*“1am ordained.”™

(*. =**1, 100, have receivod ordination.™

M.— ** 1 also have been ordaned.™

" —** Bt mny ondination is apostolic. 1 do not recogoize your
ordination as valil.” .

M -“lamsorry sorry for you and sorry for the cauvse weall
three repreaent.  You de not rtsviomize ne as being in hols orders
and so having autherity to dispense the sauramients or predounce
the apostolic benadiction 1 can and du recoguize the validity of
rour ordination and the autharty of vour mimstiey. although
schularship in Naw Teatament Gireek 18 againat yenr form of
Chuorch gueverntient.”

I' —Wo are 10 » aciord regarding the punty of pubhic
monls and may vy eperate in effecting demirable moral reform ;
but, I donst refarl cither of yon as havirg recenved valid or
aathintative etlmtisa 1 have my authonty from Nant
Peter.”

Oa Sunday theg all three preathel to sirapgers. They all
three preached Carist crutified, the Saviour aad Lord of mea.
They preached the Fatherhosl of Gol, aad the brotherhood of
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mon in Christ. O for reeognition of tho unity thatis  Till then
away with corporate union.

There might be union of certain bodica of Christians that are
nowentirely scparatoin organization, and we would boglad toseoit,
if it couldbe attained to the advantage of all. But no union can
evor bo permanent that is not formed on a Scriptus .1 basis both of
govornment and doctrine. It would doubtless be greatly benefi-
cial to all concerned to make a very closestudy of Paulineteaching
and methods,

The occupetion of territory, as the Christiar world isnow con
stituted, if wisely regulated might casily bo made a very valuable
means to the coveted end. The uncharity of intiuding and tho sin
of overcrowding communities with churches tas long been one of
the chicl causes of deaominational animositics. The Congrega-
tional Church was the first to oocupy the ground in the New Eng-
land Stetes, tho Methodist Church in Japan, and tho Eoglish
Church in British Columbia. In countries such as these, reapec-
tively, the several Churches should have precedence. In districts
aund localitics that aro already fully occupied and whero peaco
prevailt among the people in the Church, although formerly they
belonged to different communions, it has over and over again
proven detrimental to the cause of truth and thespirit of brotherly
love that other denominations have sought a foothold. When the
population has srown so that thers are Yresbyterisus ecough to
form a fair'y strong congregation in a locality where the Metho-
dist Charch, let us say, hasbeen thefester Church, letit be formed
«f this can be done without material hurt to the Church hitherto
sopported. Many a thriving mission has been destroyed for sears
to como 1n localities where this Church or that found the peoplo
at the first hupgry for tho Gospei to bo preached to them, all by
the reckless intrusion of a representative of some other Church.
The saddest part of tho story, 100, bas oftcn been that theistruder
has retired after finding his canso a very weak onc, leaviog discord
and Jdivision where he found peace and barmopy. There was
ugity before. It isa question now whetker there will be unity
again for generations. Much less will *here be union. A self-
aygrandiung epirit defeats the good end in view, by blocking the
way 30 that ood can not be accomplished.

We dearly love tho Church that, upon the occasion of the
obscrrance of the Lord's Sopper, eatends the invitztion to parta-
cipate to all present who have a porsonal, saviag faith in Christ
Jesus, irrespective of their denomination preference ; and we think
that cvery Church that profesacs to desito church unien or con-
s:dcrs that union would be a good thing should do as much, **for
wé being many are oncbread and one body : for wearesall partakers
of that one bread.”- 1 Cor. x. 17.

There will scarcely be found a charch that Joes notsing Banng
Gould’s hymn **Ooward Christian Soldicr.” in whick the line
occurs : " We are not divided, all one body we.” Do we believe
what we sing?
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No. 68.
The Unbridled Tongue.

SERMON 'REACHED aT LrcrRxow ny REev. .xars MacKay.

Text: **1f any man among you se @ to be religious and
Lridletd not histongue, but deceiveth i3 own beart this man's
— religion 18 vain."'— Jas. i. 26
. " A person may eppear to be con-

K verted, he may thigk that beisa troe
Christian, and yct he may be deceiv-
ing himself. He is certainly doceiv-
ing himself if he does not bridle his
toogue, 80 I wish to speak to the
anbridled tongue, and in doing so

1. We will first cons'der how tho
unbndled tongue manifests itself. It
docs 3010 various ways.

111 By spoaking too much, or in
places where our daty 1z to be silent.
- 1 *In the multitade of wordsthero
i wanteth not min ; but he that refrain-

e Asers MacRay, eth his lips is wise.,” 2 **A fool
uttereth all hismind,” 3 **but ho that hath knowledge spareth
lua words.,”™  Lwjuaciousness often mamifestsan empty head and
a proud conceited heart ; 201t is well to heed the proverb,—¢¢ Bo
checked for silence but never taxed for speech,” also God's word,
4 **Keep thy {oot when thou goest to the house of God, and be
more ready to hear than to givo the sacrifice of fools : for they
caarider nat that they do avil, Banot rash with thy mouth, and
10} pot thine heart bs haaty to utter anything before God : for God
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