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The God of Hope.

Thou art the Gad of Hopo—to thee wo look
Wkhon from tho gloon}y ocart all hopo hinth fled :
He wha tho hoaro doth pead liko open book
Siiall quickon hopo thuf. noi {y cold nnd dead. ~

Thou srt tho God of Hopo —altbhough to Theo
Lio opon all tho causos for despair

That make from us our hopofulness to fles
And Joavo but darkuomo foar to tarry thore.

Thou art tho Go(l of Hopo~u hopo which chings
+ . Yo confidenoe in evon fallon mun
-7 And 'mid our dlscord ovor sweotly sings  _
That we a!!all yet fulfil Thine holy plan

ou art tho God of Hopo—oh graut us grnce
. To Lo of Thino own Hopo the children fair
Belioving that wo yot shiall sce Thy faco
When God'’a groat Hopo its glorloua crown shall woar.

. R.E K
Otpawu,,Jat_xuury 10, 1804,

. A Highland Ordination.
By A Norwzacian CELT.

IT was & cold, dark Defember morning, with snow on

the gmund and o sharp touch of frost, as we gath.
ered in the Pést-office squarc of Stornoway for our
tiventy-four mile drive to Ness to settle the newly called
minister in the vacancy there.  The day was just break-
ing as we drove through the outskirts, and by the time
we reached the highest™point of the road to descend 1

the western slope it was full daylight. Away to the west *

lay the Atlantic, at this stage appearing as a strip of
blue, inimitable, suggestive of things unuttetable, recal-
ling the wordg :

~

Théngh Inland far we bo
" Ouraouls havo aight of that immortal sea
Which bronght s hither.
After the first twelve miles our course lay along it, its
souad always in our cars, “the ‘mighty waters rolling
cvermore," itself visible only now and then. We
-arrived at our destination to find a In Tge congregation
‘assembled, The church iy scated for 1,200. There
-were fully 1,500 people present, the few vacant seats
being accounted for by the number absent at drill in
Stornoway. Some had, we found out afterwards, come
from Stornoway <hat morning over moor and river in
order to welcome their new minister. The gallery was
filled—not an empty seat —with the more youthful por-
tion of the congregation, stalwart young men, and
fresh, comely young women. The men in this district
are noted for their stature, the women for their good
!ooks The old Viking blood is here almost as pure as
“in the days of Harold. Its way of asserting itself is,
‘however, different. The Norsemen of Ness areas much
at home on the sea ns, ever their forefathers were, but
_ their roving propensities_take the form of threatened

excursions into the land of Scccssxon, and their militant
aspirations that of protest against all the declensions

and innovations of the Free Church. This congregation
had once been acgounted suce as their own by the Seees-
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sionists, but the tlde turned, and to-day the Sccession-
ists would find as little welcome as the Fife men got
from the Lewis men of their daoy. A more unived or
«nthusiastic congregation than awaited their minister
that day could not be found. What a .ea of faces !
And, now, as the moderater rose after the oreliminary
wortship and sermon, to formally ordain and induct, or
as the Gaclic phrase is, * marry ” the minister-clect to
the congregation, the afternoon sun suddenly=broke
through the clouds that had till now concealed his rays,
and through the western windows on cach side of the
pulpit there streamed inte the church a flood of gold-red
light. The scene was striking in the extreme. The rest
of the service to thc end was conducted 1n the midst of
this golden radxance. A stillness as of evening fell on
the people, and theﬂutward radiance Of the hour scemed
to be answered by an inward radiance and joy of heart
that broke out on the countenances of the people. It
was sunshine answering to sunshine. When at the

close the newly *“married ™ minister, supported by two ,

of his ministerial brethren, shouk hands at the dvor with
the people as they passed out, the spiritpal radiance
still lingered in the faces of the people—that strange,

suffused light of solemn joy which of all pcop]cs seems

most characteristic of the Gaclic-Norw eglan, and though,

when we emerged from the church, the sun had sunk in
the west behind its bank of (loud and the people had
gone to their homes and their work, though there had
** passed away a glor) from the carth " and the sunshine
had ** faded into the light of common day,™ yet onc felt
that for this congregation and its minister a bright day
had dawned, the dark had changed into the Light, the
cloud into the sunshine, the whole into a **vision splen-
did” that would not **dic away.” And the writer®
thought, not of this congregation and its mmlstcr alone,
but of the Free Church of Scotland, and not of the Free
Churcn only, but of the whole Church of the Living God,
for so ran the words of the Prophet of Vision; ** Thy

sunt shall no more go down ; for the Lord shall be thine.

everlasting light, and the days of thy mourging shall be
ended > (Is. Ix. 20).

The little I have seen of the world teaches.me to
iook upon the errots of others in sorrow, not in anger,
When 1 take the history of one poor heart that has
sinned and suffered, and represent to mysclf the strug-
gles and temptations it has passed through, the brief
pulsation of juy, the feverish inquictude of hope and fear,
the pressure of want, the desertion of frieads, I would
fain leave the erring Soul of my fellowman with Him
from whose hand it came. .

*Because people arc rich they arc not of necessity
ogres. Because they are born gentlemen and ladies of
good degree, are in easy circumstances, and have a
gencrous education, it does r.ot follow that they arc heart-
1ess and will turn their back on a friend Tlmclcmy.



