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wus no wonder that transcontinental raiiways wer
centreing there, and words were inadequate to expres
his conceptions of what that great British Americat
district might become. It was tiare that inissionar
effort was needed. Society was niarred by all the draw
backs of new countries. There came a cry te establisi
a Congregational church there te assist in the evange
lization of of tie people there. What response woulc
ba made? Ont tiare hae had preached te young peopîf
at Puget Sound who for the flret tima in thii liveE
heard a sermon, and one lady told hum that for twen.
ty-five years tiey had burmed thair dead without prayar.
He.read the latter of a mothar. who asked te know il
her son, who had died out there, had received a ohis-
tian burial. Hie gniaved te say te bis hearers that the
young man hadl diad in a brothal, in a town where
there was naithar a churcli nor a schoolhouse, but sev.
en saloons. It waa froni that region, in our own land,
the cry camne for lialp and missionaries.

Wa gladly add that at a meeting of tha general coin-
inittee, oe thousand dollars fromn the twe thousand
somne generous heart gave tirea years ago, was placed
te tic credit of the mission work te be begun.in British
Columbia. Mvlr. Oatis, whosa prasenca inspired us, ian-
pressed us with bis earnestness and tact; under his di-
rection our work in British Columbia will, in tha mean-
time, ba carried on, we have ne doubt with ability, pru.
dence and success.

Mr. J. C. Wright, of Edgar, presided at the heur
of prayer on Fniday morning, after which tie union
assembled.

TheStatistical Secretary's report carne first ln erder.
'he following is a sununary :

Number of preaching stations, 99 ; average attend-
-ance, 14,234 ; total under pastoral cara, 22,582. Ad-
ditions te maembership-by profession, 727 ; by latter,
87-botal 914. Losses- by death, 74; by letton,
166 ; by discipline, 14 ; dropped on revision, 130.

Present menibership-Males, 2,219 ; females,
'3,W06; particulars net given, 1,591 ; total, 7,316.

Sunday Schools-Number, 85 ; officars and teachers,
893 ; sciolars on roll, 7,594 ; average attendanca,

Baptisxns--Adult, 65; infant, 557.
Finances-Value of ciurch edifices, $575,375;

Value of parsonages, $43,3W0; debt on church pro-
perty, $132,112; balance, M46,613; ameunt raisedl
-for local ciurch purposes, $78,149; union, $461 ; C.
-C. m. S., 84,100; C. C. B. N. A., $1,438; fereign
-Missions, $2,018 ; otier danouminational objecta,
.$1,091 ; genaral benevolent, purposes, $2,477 ; fer ail
purposes, $110.824. Total increpsa on last year,
45,361.

0ua remnark we would maka on tisse figures. Coin-

LsiJpareci witlî larger bodies the nett increase in meiner.
s tuhip appears small, it is howý.ever an increase of mline
iper cent, which, we think we are safe iii saying, ins

r larger than tint of the larger bodies, though very far
, behind wliat a living union of churches can desire.

1 Returns are necessarily incomplete, ns nineteen
-churches have failed tu report.

The Union Conunittee presented their tlîirty-third
an nual report, in which roference ivas made to this

i meeting as being the firat held ini the Capitol City of
*the Dominion. Touching allusion was madle to tho
departure from our fellowship liere, during th~e paet
year, of Rev. Mr. Walker, the Indian pastor of thia

*Indian clhurch at Saugeen, who bas laid down bis work
with hie lifre. Also of Rev. Win. Burgess, of Tilbury,
who passed to is reward on the 6th of lat Maty. Mr.
Burgens was on e of the pioneers of Congregationalisin
in Western Canada and deservts lasting mention for
bis work of faith and labor of love.

Mention was also made of the departure of the first
missionaries of the Canada Congregational Foreign
Missionary Society. On the 3rd of April, Rev. W. T.
Currie, B. A., and his young wife set sal frein
Boston, and by this present time inust be nearing
their field of labor in Central Africa. For thean, and
for their work, the fervent prayers and generous sup-
port of all our churches are aslk-ed.

Testimony was borne to the conviction that cdes-
iastical exemption should cease, and a motion embody-
ing this view was carried. Tribute to whoni tribute as
due, and no partiality.

The report repoited a legacy of $204 froni the late
Mr. Duncan Bain, of Buxton, Ont., which was dis
posed of by the f ollowing recomniendation :-That tho
Rev. Jno. Wood, Dr. C3rnish, Dr. S. N. Jackson and
the secretary of the union ho a committee to preparle
for the guidance of our churches, a inanual of Con-
gregational principles and usuages, andl that the Bain
bequest be plaeed at their disposai in preparing the
first edition.

The comnittee appointed last year regarding the.
confession of faith put forth by the committee appoint-
ed by the committee of the National Couneil of tie
American ehurches reported, reconunending the adop-
tion by the union of that declaration, with a slight
omission. The declaration of our Anierican churches
will therefore be printed instead of the declaration of
the English. Union as our general declaration of
principles hereaftey, until another depairture is deemeci
wise.

The greater part of Friday afternoon waz taken up
with the college reports. Two points of interest werm
discussed. Tie firet as to the n2anner in which nid
should be given te deserviag and needy students. At
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