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whose trade was somuch larger, The argument has
great force, as we pointed out sontc time ago, when we
expressed abelief that any  proposal to place atax oa
wheat or flour would be most abnosious to the
people of Great Britain, 1t scans, Tlowaver, soimew hat
mconsistent for the people of the old land to show
such enthusastic approdiation of Canada granting
them a tariff preforence in hee marhats on gouds
which will compete with those made in this country,
while at the same time they are so ubstinately set
upon refusing Canada any profoerarces in ovchange,
Jugr handled  reciprocity naturally  oaites consides-
able oppositton in the Dominion. The whole ques-
tion bristles with fiscal difficultivs for the solution of
which some statesman like <olution must be uftimately
found if hoperal unity is to advance beyomd the
stage of sentiment  Although doubt has been thrown
upon it, there can be no question that Mr. Chamber-
lain had somg zollvercin scheme in his mind when the
Colomal P'remicrs were in London. O s nature
we are not fully informed, as the foders hic then throw
out met with a frosty reception by the representative
of Canada.  The question of Tmpenal reciprocity is
ne which has a future, and, as the fecling develops
in favor of closer, more practical Tmperial union, so
wil) develop the conviction that preierential trade is
a vital necessity to more intimate Tmperial unity .
—_————-——— -—
The question, “1f a man is loga™y dea 1 ai.
ter seven years disappearance, when dil
he die®™ is said by the Tusurance Monito
te be a puzzle a New Jersey vice-chaneellor s called
on to deade in a propety dispute. U One of the
Lewyers insists that the court may metaphorically kill
him at any tme during the seven years. The bear-
ing on life insurance is obvious A\ policy s payable
at a certain time after death. Thoreafter mterest
runs. I a court can set back the date of death, the
actual liabilitn might bo moreased 25 per cente [t
has always been supposed that the victim lived until
the law killed him ™ T< it not obvious that, if by the
law of any State a man is legally dead after a seven
vears” disapprarance he must be legally alive up to
the end of the seven year period®  liere, aftera per-
sen has disappeared for five vears, a legal arrange-
ment can be made for administering his estate
tustees, but the man's legal nghts and “tanding are
1ot forfeited by his prolonged absence.
Is A Writhah Life Some amusement was recently cansed
”:;'":";of:,tn by a Canadian Judge taking over a
Corparation®  month  to amd to decide,
whether the Standard Life Assurance Company is 2
ereign™ corporation, or uot, on this point hinging
the question whether it shouhd be compelled to put
up a deposit in Court to cover costs! This 1s an es-
pecially curious question to arise in this Jubilee sear
when somuch has been sud, and s yvet being said, in
regard to the Imperial unity subsisting betw een Great
Rritain and its Colonics, It is highly amusing to
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find the point raised over the Standard which the Re-
port for 1896 of the Superintendent of Insuranee,
Ottawa, " Printed by Order of Parliament,”  states
had §12,348,180 of its Assets in Canwda on 3ist De-
cumber Jast, of which over three nullions was held
by the Government of Canada. One would think
this sum quite enough security for even a law suit.
The Standard Life Assurance Company is no more a
*fordgn ™ Corporation from the Canadian  stand-
puint than the Law Courts of Canada are “foreign™
Courts {rom the English stand point, they are both
cqually under British authority, and bouth alike owe
and own allegiance to Queen Victoria,
—_——————

THE FIRE IN LONDON.

London has a firc record of, we believe, unparalelied
blackness, Five times it has been nearly swept out
of existence by conflagrations, ranging in time from
the close of the 8th century to the latter part of the
17th, the vear 1660 being ever memorable as the
date of the great fire of London,  That disaster de-
vastated 436 acres covered with buildings, The losses
have been estimated at $Sso.0o0000, but it is impos-
sible to give figures which convey a correct idea of
the losses in that period as compared with modern
values.  Macaulay savs: “Such a fire had not been
kutwn in Europe since the conflagration of Rome
mder Nero.” It was a blessing in disguise, as the
ate fire will probably be judged to have been e tu-
wre vears,  The recent fire broke out on the gth
November in a district, which, though quite near 1o
the streets most fanuliar 1o visitors to London,  is
ittle known to those who are not drawn there by bus-
MEess of curiosity to see a very old part of the me-
sopolis which has no attractions to the sight-seer,
save its associations.  The block of 171 warehouses
and other buildings recently destroyed is said 1o
have covered two acres. There were goo firms do-
ing business in the burnt district whose stocks and
office records have almost whally disappeared. The es-
timates of losses vars from 10 miltions to 4o millions of
dollars.  This divergency shows guess work, The
insurance companies estimate their losses at from $1,-
500,000 to $4,000,000. The district was avoided by
many underwriters as too Jangerous, owing to the
congestion of stocks  of enormous  value  in lofty
warchotses, which were difficult of approach in case
of fire, as some of the roadways were mere narrow
lanes,  One warchouse is stated to have contained
ostrich feathers valued at §350.000. The conflagra-
ton caused a drop in Consols, and India 3 per cents.,
as the insurance companies were expected to put a
quantity of these securities on the market to provide -
for claims, The shares of the compantes fell also
considerably  and indiscriminately.  The origin of
the fire is a mystery, but to us its extension so rapid-
Iv in spite of the boasted London Fire Brigade,
which came out in full force, is more mysterious. The
ancicnt Church of the parish, containing the record of
Cromwell's marriage, the deaths by the plague of 1663



