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In tho Local Legislaturo mombors
have scttled down to worl, and the
nciice paper is rapidly filling up.
Amongst them appears one proposing
to tax Church proporty.

What principle guides logislators in
& Cliristinn country to suggest tho taz-
ation of OQhurches is boyond Tum
Reotsten's comprohension, Pagans
always treated their deities with more
respeot, Is the Lord of the templo to
pay tax to the creature who prays in
the temple ?

It is roported that the Holy Father
has completed an Encyclical Letler
which is shortly to be published, and
is intended to be tho closing act of his
jubiles year. The Enoyclical treats
of purely religious matters, and is an
expression of the Sovereiga Pontiff’s
gratitude to the Oatholic world for the
loyalty and affection everywhore mani-
feated in Lis rogard.

One can hardly help smiling at the
prompt way in which the Lords
changed their front towards the Parish
Councils' Bill. Always & stupid body,
they are still more stupid when led
by & narrow-minded Tory like Lord
Salisbury. But they are not too
stupid to understand its own intereats,
Thoy saw clearly that thoogh it might
shelve Home Rule it could not trifle
with the wighes of the English people.
It therefore reconsidered the Bill and
gent it back to tbe Commons very
much in the shape in which they had
received it.

Although this action of the Upper
House. TYH greatly modify the agita-
tion, stiil it will not prevent it. In
fact the agitation will acgunire more
force, because it will bo more moderate.
A plan js already suggested for the
reconstituling the relutions between
the House of Lords and the Commons:
Finality of measures is to be more
and more in the hands of the Lower
Hounso ; the power to veto bills passed
by the Commons to be taken from tho
Tords. It is also proposed that if the
Houso of Lords initiate a bill, when
that bill once amended shall be
returned by them to the Cominons
the decision of the Lower Houso ghall
be final, If the Peers absolutely
reject a bill the Commons may reaffirm
it by resolution and thsreby override
the rejection of the Upper Chamber.

The bitter feoling which has loag
oxisted botwoon France and Italy
seems likely to break down. One
reason which is bringing this abont is
the faot that the French markets bave
been closed to Italian agriculiural and
industrial producte, Many Italians
therefore wish a relurn of amicable

ralations. A propagands of reconcili.
ation i8 set on foot; but Franco

steadily refuges to soo any sincerity in
tho intontions of tho poncemakera, A
French Doputy of the Lowur Alpy ling
written o strong letter stating that
Signor Crispi in 1800, then Prosident
of tho Ministry, but oa the ove of his
overthrow, buad planned an Italian
occupation of Tripoli in order to divert
publioc attention. In this movement
Origpi counted upon the aupport of
Englard which, it was understood,
had beon pledged. Lord Salisbury
howover refused to give any definite
answor and asgorted that ho bhad com-
missioned no one to promise such a
thing.

— . anes -

Tho most disgraceful University
scene of many years ocourred at Cor-
nell in New York State on the night
of Feb. 20th. Had it begun and
ended in the fight which the sopho-
mores brought on by trying to prevent
tho freshmen holding their banquet
nothing much could be said. People
havo got accustomed to that kind of
goliolarly rufiianism. It was a case of
poisoning. In a room under the
kitchon of the hall where the students
of the firgt year were dining some ono
had bored two holes in the ceiling,
through which tubes were pnssed.
On a table stood a large jug, corked ;
but in the cork were rubber tubes
connecting with the glass tubes which
passed through the ceiling and the
flaor of the kitchen above. All this
contrivanee was for the purpose of
generating chlorine, as the jug was
found to contain salt and sulphuric
acid. It succeeded only too well. A
cook who was in the kitchen died that
night from its effects. Beveral stu-
dents were carried out to neighboring
draggists, and were revived sufficiently
to be sent home.

Chicego has been undergoing a
fearfal ecouxge of that dreau diseaso
small-pox. The Little Handma:cs of
Jesus Christ, who are in charge of the
smallpox hospital, bave been doing
greas work in nursing tho poor victims
of this fearful plague. * Twelve
Sisters are now stationed at the
hospital,” says the New Worid, ¢ and
besides nursing the 180 patients they
do all the cooking, washing and
cleaning, with the assistanes of two
men, one to help in the wards and one
to attend to the stores. A visitor to
the hospital would be impreseed at
once by the generosity cf tho county,
and the interest taken by the city
providing the necessary sccommoda-
tions and convenionces for thoso earing
for the sick, No gas, nearly a hun-
dred kerosone lamps to attend to ; no
steam, twenty-five stoves to cere for;
no windowguards—patients constantly
endangering their lives, while in
dolirium, by their attempts to jump
from the windows : no way of convey.

ing food upstairs—Sisters obliged to
carry the food from the kitehen three

times o dny, on trays, to the patients.”
This is rather o disgraco to tho city of
Chicago. with its wealth and culturo,
and * its much vaunted charity.” Of
course tho discaso is of such a naturo
that tho fashionablo world could nut
bo expooted to vieit its hospital ; only
self sacrificing women like tlieso good
Sisters aro ablo to do this disngreesblo
work. The condition of this Dest
Houso was moat disgraceful when it
was taken in charge by the Poor
Handmaids of Jesus Clrist after the
epidemic of 1881, to quoto again from
the New World, * Prior to that time
it was in tho bhands of seculavs. Old
army blankets that were recking with
filth were hung from the windows to
exclude the daylight; the floors, the
beds, tho patients, were filthy."”
Things were in this bad condition
until 1881, when Sister Bonaventura,
ono of tho Poor Handmaids of Jesus
Clirist, was stricken with the disease.
She was teken to the hospital accom.
panied by another Sister, who was to
nurse her. After her recovery she
and her nurse remnined to assist in
nursing the other patients. It was
suggested that the Sisters would take
charge and the old attendants be
dismissed ; this was done, and after
the Sisters l:ad taken possession, the
death rato decreased rapidly.

Sister Mary Alvina, the first victim
amongst the Poor Handinauds of Jesus,
sinco they took charge of the Pest-
Houwe in Chicago, died on February
11th, after five days of intense suffer-
ing with black small-pox. The remains
wero placed in & zine.lined casket and
secaled tightly immediately after death.
Rev. Father Heldman read the burial
service, and the Sisters chanted the
De  Profundis. The convalescents
thronged the corridors aud slairways,
many weapt silently for their departed
vurse, Sister Alvina was only twenty-
gix years of age, and had been nuraing
the small-pox patients three months-
May she rest in peace!

Wo are pleased to seo that Senator
Howlan hes been appointed Licu-
tonant - Governor of Prince Edward
Island. Mr. Howlan js a native of
Waterford, Ireland. Ho emigrated
with his parents to Princo Edward
Island in 1839, being only four years
of age. Ho was educated at the Cen-
tral Academy there. Among the
numerous positions of trust held by
Mr. Howlan were Vico- Consul for
Norway, Sweden and Denwack; Vice-
President of the Dominion Board of

Trade, and a Governor of Priunce of.

Walos College. Ho was a delegatu to
Washington on trade matters in 1869,
and he, with Messrs. Popo and Havi-
land, went to Ottawa in May, 1873,

to sottle lerms of union with Canada,
which wero adopted by both Houses of
Legislature. He was mads s member
of the Senate on Princa Edwara Taland

entoring the Domnion, Uct. 18th,
1878; ho resigned in 1880, but was
ro-appointed in 1881. In 1801 hLe
again resigned to Locome a candidato
for one of the constituencices of Prince
Edward Island at tho general elections
for tho House of (‘onnnons ; but boing
defeated bo was again re.appointed to
the Senatein March, 1891.

The London correspondent of the
Now York Ttmes, cables the following
bad news about T. P. O'Connor's
paper: * Many friends will bo sorry
to hear that T. P. O'Connor's new
venture, the hall.penny Evening Sun,
has not been n success. I understand
that the whole staff is under notice
that publication will censo in March,
Unhappily, the impression provails
that most or all of his own money
which he took out of the Star, has
baen sunl: in the venture.”

Father IKolasinski, the pastor
of the Polish church, Detroit,

and who had sorious trouble with his
Bisghop, has been pardoned aud re-in-
stated in charge of his flock. Some
zealous persons have taken scandal,
and bave made remarks to the cifeot,
that his punishment was too light. The
Awve Maria thus speaks of the circum-
stance : ¢ Those who have presumed
to sit in judgment upoa bim and his
ccolesinsticul superiors do not consider
this roparation adequate ! thoy would
have Father Kolasinski go into retire-
ment for en indefinite period, and do
penance as they say worth the dowg.
We would remark that the affairs of
Detroit are supposed to bein the hands
of Bishop Foley, azd that :he regula-
tion of the Polish congregation and
the direction of its repentant pastor
may safely bo entrusted to him. He
may have laid down conditions of par-
don which Lo does not feel obliged to
explain to the pablic, and that pastor
Kolasinski ignot disposed to proclaim.*’

A despatch from Bay City, Mich.,
to the Chieago Herald says the A.P.A.
movement which was very strong a
year ago is literally dead no interest
being taken in the affairs of the Aeso-
ciation whatever. It wes killed becauso
its memberswere deluded into thinking
the order was to protect the public
gchools, when in reality it was only a
tool to be used by the Republican pol-
iticians in times of election.

Rt. Bev., Michael Tierney, D.D.,
was consecrated Bishop of Hartford,

Qonn., on February 22d. There wero
aboub 4,000 persons present in Bt
Joseph's Catbedral to witness the
ccromony. Archbishop Williams of
Boston was the cousecrator, assisted
by Bishop Beaven of Springfield, and
Bishop Harkins, of Providenca.

Rumours aro again rifs of the resig-
nation of Mr. Gladstono. Wo hesitate

te believe them nntil thers is positive
nronf. .



