
IN NqOTA &COTIA AND TRI ADJOINIEO PR0YINCU.

s many and lords many, te philosophera,
psicians, to politieiaiis, te stateenien,-

hgt prieste, in their ignorant superstition,
pressed amid blazing sacrifices, amid thon-

de of altars, and to the unknown God, lie
taught us amid new lighit, in a ncwv day,

a with new hearts to breathe forth and
body in those worde, wbiich a babe lispis
t, and a saint criese ferever, "Our Father

hich art in heaven." Whiat the trembling
.minal of old prayed to the avenger,-what
eshrinking slave of old prayed to a miaster,
uhat the poor victim, of old prayed to a
aquerer, Ch~rist h as taught us, feeling thiat
# are God's eilîdren, te pray to LIim, and
y, "O0ur Father which art in heaveu. De-

Ter us frein cvil."
This leads me back te notice Him to wliorn
ih prayer la aâdressed, who is hore descrîhied
ilOur Father." Now, my dear friends,

els preface-cail it preface, or caîl it whiat you
vI-athe secret asring eut of wlîich every

petition cornes, and the tone, and colouring,
ad impulses of which every petition in thie
prayer muet have. We muet not say, "lOur
Pather which art in heaven, hallowed bc "Ihyntme," and then let go "Q ur Father ;" but
must apply "lOur Fathe'~ toeovery petition:
-Our Father, give us daily bread; Our Fa-
tberlead uis flot irn temptation; Our Father,
deliver us froin c %: . If we.lot go thia beau.
uifu relationshili, tiîle î>recioue preface, we
become like the liut:tlieii, asking deliveraace
from evil froin an unknown Qod; or like the
moon to the sun, ever following, ever sepa-
rsted, ever sad. Our first effort, therefore,
and our first care muet flot bc te pray, "lDe-
ier us frorn evil," but our first care*must bo

wo be reinstated in the filial relationship, and
wo say, "0ur Father." 0ur flrst cry muet
mot be, IlDeliver us fromn evil ;" but our first
feeling must be, "lOur Father which art in
heaven." I{erc, tiien, is the precieus truth
which I hinted at on Friday evening-that
ire are to sc ail thiat we need, ail that we
suifer, in the light of thie relationship, "0ur
Father." Do flot look at Qed in the Iight of
the suifcring, but look at the suffering ini the
light of G od. Nature's way le te Bay, "I
iuifer this; therefore Qed le te me just what
this la ;" but grace's; way le te sav, "QeCd is
My Father; and therefere, thie ilhat I suifer
àa of this description." In ether words, we
are flot te argue frein what we suifer te what
God is, but frein what Qed is--our Father-
10 what we suifer. We arc r.et te ]et Iight
froni our auiferingsi fall upen Qed, and dis-
close him a wrathful Being; but fe lot light
from the countenance ef our Father fail upen
Our afflictionet, and then sec that these afflic-
tions are net penal but paternal, disguising
bleasings, and mercies that are sent te us.
The heathen nations forzncd their -idea of Qed
freni what they euifered; the Christian nation
la to formn an idea of what they suifer frein
'*hat Qed la te thein. Then start 'with this
tbougbt, praylng that the Spirit of Qed may

impreas it upon your hearts,--first of aIl, t!îat
you arc, if Christiatîs at ail, Qed's childrcn;
that hoe is, if you know hlmi at ail, your ýYa-
ther; and then, having get this preface im-
printed on your hecarts, maide part and parciel,
of your better being, its roets etruck iute the
receses of yeur sou],-look upon the grave,
look upon bereavernent, look uipen poverty,
look upon sickness, look upon aIl yeuwecp,
aIl you suifer, and all you lose, in the light
tliat streania frein this first and beautiful re-
latiotishi,-God la our Father. What a glo-
rions faith le the Gospel of Christ! What a
gran.d revelation la that,-that the Qed that
madle us, the Qed that visite us, the Qed that
sends plague, aud pestilence, and faminie, ie
flot te be conetrued te bc vvhat the famine,
ani pie.atilence, and plague seirn; but the
pestilence, and famine, anid plague, aiîd the
sword, are te ho seen lu the light of lis
countcnaiice,-nîini3ters ' f betieficence te the
peoiple ef Qed ln the eau tI! Thien in look-
ing net only at your judgmnents, your trials,
and your afflictions, and witi ail else with
which yenu are associated as Chîristians, keep
this great key-îîote, "0cOr Father."' That
baptienial font le our Fatlier's; that commu-
nion-table le our Father's; that Bible iu our
Father's; that îîearing and speaking is our
Father's; that bereavemont le frein our Fa-
ther; that loas le frein our Father; tIiat
mercy, that blessing, is frein our Father. Tiù
world le net the devil's world,-for lie is osly
an intruder for a seasen, te be st eut witb
more terrible jndgement; but it la our Fa-
ther's world, and ail etcrnity wilI show thst
it la se.

Let nie notice, in thxe next place, (and thi.s
le a very important point,) that this prayer ià
addreseed, net te an abstractionî, a law, but
te a pereonal being. 'Yeu know there is a
great tendenc9 in human nature te look upori
Qed as sorno dreamy intellectual abstraction.
andi te view Hlm, ln some such way as otw
heathon philosopliera in the nineteenth cen.
tury view Hlm, whon they say, IlIt la the law
of Nature that dees se; it le the conistitutiofi
of thiîîg8:" stupidly and foelishly imaginin4
that Qed made the world, gave it a blow, amnd
thon lef'c it te swirn or sink as the Illawîu of
Nature might arrange," or wotîld please 'cc.
p ermit it. Mly dear frienda, what wecalel ta-
lawa of Nature, are simply the touches cvF
Qed; and because Qed acte consisteîtly,-
becauee He doee aot censtantly change -tx
poor man doues;-but la unchangeable la Hiz
providence as Hi j unchangeable ln His
grace,-we, ln eur felly, put the law in the
reoor of the law-givcr,-che creature lin th(-
reoom ef the Creatoe,-and try te work the
world withont a God te govern it. Here we
are taught te pray, net te an abstraction, but
te a personal being,-net te destin),, îl)t Itn

fate, net te fatalismn, but te "0cOr Fatlie-.."
And, rny doar bretbrcn, that single word
breathcd inte a inan's heart, will give him: a
new life. I believe that whatve want toe le


