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ceived. Our subject, however, refers not to
the person who is made righteous By impu-
tatiun, but to one who is righteous in charac-
ter and practice.

2udly. The Righteous expresses «: sanctified
person. We have to do at present, not with
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‘in His own appointed way; and, gencrally,
, making it our chief coneern to promote His

glory, to advance His kingdom, and to exe-
. cute His will; and, in short, the character of
, the righteous cannot truly be such, without
. being sincerely religiousin all things, in great

the foundation of imputed nghteousness, b: t ; or small, at home or abroad, in secret or in

with the superstructure of personal righteous-
ness.  The two are inseparably connected,
and both are alihe indispensably necessary.
All who have been justified in the name of
the Lord Jesus Christ, are also washed and
sanctified by the Spirit of our God. The
character of righteousness is, in every in-
starce, the effect of the grace of God. The
semblance of it may, and, it is to be feared,
is often assumed; worldly men, for certain
purposes of their own, very generally lay

¢laim to it. They may exhibit an appearance .

of righteousness which may closely resemble
it, and which is, by superficial observers,
thoughtlessly confounded with genuine or
evangelical rightcousness. But the morality
of the world is unrighteousness with God.
‘the quality of an aciion depends altogether
on the nature from which it proceeds. Al-
though the principle of our conduct may, in
general, be a matter of indifference among

men, vet it is everything with our God. It
signifies not what we do, if we do it not with .
ilorv, we do it not to

a single cye to His
“ Him who searches the hearts and tries the
reins of the children of men.” The peculiar
excellence of the righteous is, that he acts
from the holy principles which God has not
only inculcata{) in His Word, but which He
has implanted in his heart by His grace.
His obedience differs from that of other men,
no less in its quality than in its degree,—an
obedience, be it observed, proceeding out of
a true heart, and from faith unfeigned—an
obedience influenced by a supreme regard to
the honor of God, maintained in a single and
simple dependence on the promised strength
of God—an obedicnce expressive of the puri-
ty and intensity of his love, and exhibiting
the character of likeness to Ilim. e that
is born of God cannot sin allowedly or habit-
ually ; having been made free from sin, he
cannot serve it or obey it in the lusts thercof.,

The fountain having been cleansed, }he.

streams thercof will be pure: the tree being
made good, the fruit will partake of the same.
3edly. The Riglteous is a character of
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high and comprehensive excellency. It iu-

cludes the exercise of piety in the devout

and regular acknowledgments of God, which
is man’s principal duty, by offering to Him
the honor of our worship, as the expression
of reverence, submission and love; by pre-
senting to Him the tribute of our thanksgiv-
ings for the varied and aumerous bounties of

- publie. 'The fear of the Lord lies at the foun-
_dation of all moral excellence, and, withuut

this most essential and grand principle, there
, can be no moral and 2ighteous excellence of

character. A decided profession of the Chris-
_tian fuith, and followed up in the careful ob.
. servance of commanded religious ordinances,
"form an essential clement in the lofty charac-
.ter of the ri_hteous. Sume there are, who

cugerly plead for, and strongly advocate in
, behalt” of an abstract sentimental devotion,
. which rejects all external ceremonies in their
worship. But. such advocates for such a sys-
tem ought to rememlier that we have bodies
as well as souls; that our minds must bead-
dressed through the medium of the senses.
, Piety should be seen, as well as felt. ‘There

may, it is true, be the form of godliness with-
. out the power, but the power will naturally
“express itself in the abundance of the form
. Thisevidence of piety is indeed not atall times
to be depended upon, yet, at the same time,
1t cannot be dispensed with;; and, if the form
be prompted by right and proper motives, it
- will invariably be attended with those feel-

ings of the heart, which constitute the spirit

of genuine piety, and with those features of
. character wluch prove its sincerity, and ex-
hibit its power and efficacy. There will be

the consecration of the whole man to the ser-
_vice of God, expressed in a desire to do, and

a disposition to give, and a readiness to suf-
 fer, in every form, and to any cxtent that may
. be most agrecable’ to God's will, and most
s conducive to His glory. “ Thou shalt love
y the Lord thy Goﬁ, with all thy heart, and

soul, and strength, and mind.”  This is the

first and great commandment ; and the second
.is Hke to it, namely, * Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself.” Accordingly the
, character of the righteous combines the sacred
" ohservance of religion, with the performance |
, of all relative duties incumbent on them. i
. 4thly. The character of the Righteous in-
" cludes " the practice of justice ; in rendering
. to all their dues, tribute to whom tribute is |
. due, fear to whom fear, honor to whom he- |

nort, custom to whom custom. ‘
‘I'he righteous man, as the subject of (it |

| Guvernment, always presents an example of |
, due submission “ to the powers that be, which |
.are ordained of God,” by yieiding implicit |
, obedience to all constituted anthorities ; by |
; bearing cheerfully his appeinted share of eve- ;

ry public and necessary burden, and by scru-

His Providence, as wellfas the rich blessings | pulously abstaining from every and all at-

of His grace; by the bumble and penitent | tempts, either openly or

rivately, to evade

confession of sin, hoth of the heart and con- | the law, even when i!: can be done wjth per- ¢
duct; by asking His countenance and suppli- | fect impunity, and with great pecuniary ad- .
cating His faveur, with his whole heart, and « vantage. In the intercourse of social life, !
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