
SUB-EXCURSIONS.

No. i. The first Sub-Excursion of the sedason wvas held on
Saturday afternoon, April 16, to Rockcliffe. The President
Prof. Prince and Messrs. Wilson, Halkett and Fletcher, wvere
present as leaders. The party wvas rather si-nail, but a most ern-
joyable and instructive afternoon was spent in the wvoods at
*-Rockcliffe, around Hemlockz Lake and at Becchwood. Flowers
were few but on sheltercd wvarr knolls, particularly near the
gates of Beechwood cemctery, se%.eral kinds of flowers were
found. Mr. Wilson explained the nature of the rocks found in
sii as iveil as of the varjous boulders observed. Mr. Halkett
captured many a hapless insect, spider. or reptile, and descanted
admiringly on their beauties. Dr. Fletcher drew attention to
the staminate and pistillate flowers of the hazel, poplars and red
maples. On one tree of aspen both starninate and pistillate
flowers wvere found. This is an unusual occurrence. Owving- to
the remarkzabiy early season, many plants were found in blossom
which, as a rule, do not occur tili much later in the season. The
swamp aider, the silver and red maples, the American cli, the
aspen and the large-ioothed aspen were in full flower. The
hazel catkins were shedding their pollen and the littie crirrson
tufts of pistillate flowers were very conspicuous. At Rockcliffe,
frcsh green fronds were found of Poljz5otHun 'dg and Asb~i-
diieml m1airina/c, wvhièh had passed the winter beneath the snoiv.
Ca4 se/la ]3ur-sa-pastor-is caught by the winter before it had ex-
panded its flowers, nov pushed up its liead again, to go on vi tii
jts wvork of life after 6 mnonths' sleep. On the sunny knoll near
Beech'vood, Hepcttica acuiloba with pink, blue, and white flowers
wvas found in profusion, together xvith C/aytonia Caro/iniana,
one or two fully expandcd flowers of Eythryoium .dmcricanum
and sturdy clumps of Caulq./,Ihylhzmi tzlzictroidee. Oiîc or two
less advanced but open flowers of Uvit/a;ia ,,-jandj7oi-a and
Dicentr-a CiecizZla> ja wvere also found and recl and white trilliums
jtist opening. In the swvamp at the foot of the hiil Sazlzv disco/or-
wvas in full bloom. In ail iS different plants wvere collected in
flower, a surprising numnber for the x6th of April.-J. F.
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