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TIESTI.10.N"Y OF OTt'ANA CLAYS AIKD GRAVELS.T() THE

EXPANSIONi7 0F TflE GULEX 0Fr ST. LAWRENCE
A.ND CANADIAN LAKES WITHIIN THFE

HLTMXA.N PERIOD.

By Am~os I3owmr.z

(IYead 51A Jitnuary, 1888.)

It was niy gocd fortune dutriîîg the past summrer to- participate in

inany of Uic d1-lightflil excursions of the Otta'v eldNtrlss

Club. The publication of soine maps of mining operations in the Cari-

boo District, B.C'., kept me ont of tlie field or' the gotd-bearing gr.-voks

but not entirely out of the largcr field of' surface geology, and ofthe.i

ancient riverS, whîIlchl iad a history in this couun'ry, as in nIost

countries, before the pvescîit streanis begaîî tlîeir Nvork otf shaping' the

his aud valcys as we nowv kniow theni.

0cir firat excursion to 'vhich I %vill nake r eNcc vas that to tlî&

11o-; Back,- on the iiidean Rliver, font r miles sotnth of' ottaNwa. Banh11iCV

clays more sceai on the right bank ahove Uie fal1s; and next ovet.Jvin1(

them the lecla cinys ilong thc cana], colitinuing to Ottawa City. TlieFC.

pre1>aI'e(l s by lan ing a fomidatioa for 1 Setioni of the post tertLiai'v'
or pleistocene turtiary, sonietimnes aio called quaternary, of' thle neigh-

bouirlood, aifl theso ternis having nearly the saine meanîîînr

The nieaning of this pleistocene bistory of' the country whichi is.

most significant to uls is that of wvlich we havo a fint glimmnerimg in

tradition. It lias been Iiand(ed dlovn by differen t races both savagead

civilized ; and is recorded ini the sacred w nitiiîgs ; dating frolli the ilost

remote history of ki ndlii(, 'vhen writing 'vas tir.st itivented to record

thec ancient tr-aditionw. It is Iliat of th)e gîetflood, or siti flood, of
wvhich N'oali wvas the hero, according te ouir version. Ili inalzing

allusion liere to Uic myth of NohI do so simply to x'enind you of a

xno.t notable feature ot' Uic pleistoceiîe epocli, Uic record of' whlich is

s0 wveII malrked in our suii-f4ce geology tliat it 13 capatble of being read

witli ease 'uy aiiy eie ; tc uîeîioiy ot' whiclî lias so imprcsse1 tsel1

u1poln aboriginal îuanlkiud.


