April 26.)
26. Abraham said., ¢ temptation is to
fut iuto this parable thoughts which may be cor-
veet enough, but which are yot deducible from this
text. Itix well to notice also what Abraham did
not suy—he did not rebuke the rich man for pray-
ing to him, for instunce.  Som, Acknowledging
the relationship on which the poor rich man builds
his hopes. Remember, (7) On
dang much of the joy and mueh of the pain of eter-
wity. Thow in thy lifetime receivedst thy
=ood things, The thought goes mueh further
than that he mercly got good thing The mean-
ing is rather that he lived in those good things ;
thut his horizon was sensuous; that he did not
care for spiritunl life, Lazarus evil things,
He had in a true sense chosen puins on eurth
the price of heav. nly joy Not that the offer ¢
was made to him to ehoose bet
and comfort and
that choice had been given him it would have been
lis duty to ehoose the better of the two, hut he
evidently had lived a spiritual life, and the stor
shows that that was accompanied by temporal mis-
adventure of the niost painful sort,

memory will

ver
ween a life of wealth

heaven comes God’s opportunity to right the w rong,

26. Besides all this,
“Quest unjust, it is impracticable,
great gulf fixed.

acter ix permanent,

Not only is thy re-
There is a

Neither ca
There is no hint of g purgatos

they pass.
s & progression, or
an eternal hope; but we again caution our teach-
<rs and seholars against re garding this parable as o
portraiture of the actual conditions in the eternal
world. Throughout the story we are in the region
of symbolic imagery.

27,28, Send him to my father’s house.
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Perhaps from o burning desire to save others—per-
haps ina weak attempt to uccuse God of not having
given him enough opportunity. Five brethren.
If the story throws any light on eonditions in the
cternal world, then we are to gather from this thut
there is mueh solicitude and love m the part of
the depurted ones for those they have left on
curth,  Testify, Tell them what he had seen
of their brother,

20. Moses and the prophets. Sufficicut
to warn a heedful man from wicked self-indul-
geuce, (9) But how much elearer light have rwe
with the New Testament in addition to the Old ?

30, Nay. The unhappy man thinks he knows
his brothers better than Abralam himself. From

This thought is the same we all have,
ssive would be the words of a ghost
spoken to us—if such a thing could
Will repents  The vich man here reco

How impr
really be,

rizes his
being in
the place of torment.

31, If they hear not Moses and the
prophets, The Seriptures are sufficient for sul
vation.  Neither will they be persuaded.
(10) Zhey who spurn God's word would sneer at o
voice from the grave. The raising of Lazarus of
Bethany was u singular confirmation of this state-
ment. * An apparition from the dead,” suys D,
Trumbull, ¢ might frighten men, but it would not
change their natures nor eause them to think less
of self and its gratification.” (11) Infidelity and
humble Jaithin God are produced in most instane: oy
uot by outward civreumstances, but by a man’s own do-
(12) Zhere are fow men who have not within
handy veach all means necessary to secure their sal-
vation,

clsion,

CRITICAL NOTES.

Verse 19. A certain rich man. This is a
purable of contrasts, riches and poverty, feasting
and hunger, rich clothing and fine company,
nukedness and dogs, heaven and hell, Note that
against this wan no flagrant xin charged,
Purple and fine linen. Beautiful combination
of colors and ricliness of material, The purple
dye was obtained from u se shellfish, and the
small quantity produced by each fish made it very
costly. The fine linen was the Egyptian byssus,
It wus of exeeeding  whiteness and very soft,
Such was his clothing, Fared samptuously,
Cheered his heart, enjoyed himself every day in a
sumptuous manner,

20. A certain beggar, Literally, a certain
poorman. Named Lazarus, That is, Elenzer,
** God-is-help.”  Thiis i the only instanee where
name is given to g charncter in any of the
Was laid.
acty perhaps

21, Desi

is

bles, Had been laid as 4 eustom ry

to be feds  Was wishing to be

fed with the “ seraps," says Bloomfield, * whicl,
chanced to be sent from the table.,”  Dogs came
o o licked. This is not said to show the min-
istry of the dogs, but the cruel neglect of the man
ut whose gate the poor mun lay. His wretched-
ness might move the compassion of a dog, but it
could not touch the heart of the self-indulgent
mun. - Whether a dumb brate may have more hy-
manity in him than a human being depends upon
the human,

22. The beggar died,

tributed to neglect,

His death is to be gt-
This neglect is chargeable to
the rich man, who had the means and the opportu-
nity to relieve him.  Abraham’s bosom. 1y
ish thought the general rec eptacle for the holy
ones, where the patriarehs rest in peaee and joy,
The angels bear the soul of the outeast,
'wear to the company of the blessed in the cternal
home. Richman . . . ied, . . . was bure
ieds What a keen sense of the ises and power
of langunge our Lord Contrast the

endless

possessed !




