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but none of any great literary im)portanice. In Quebec appeared
the histories of Garneau and Abbé Feriand, wvhich, though they
cannot bc snid to be impartial, reclounci to the indlustry and
schoiarship of their authors. In the sixties thiere iv'ere already
mnany wvriters on 1awv, religi-on, anC science ; so that, before Con-
fecleration, Canada liad a fair foundation upon which to, build lier
litL'ratLire.

Hence wve hiave already seen three periods in the history of
Canadian literature, the French, and eariy British pcriods, ckiring
which there %vas practicaliy no literature at ail, and the period
between the Rebellion Of '37 andi Confederation during whichi the

gceneration of writers arose. We know corne to the iast and
gyreatest period, our owvn. The Confederation Of 1867-187- united,
we may aimost say created, the Caniaclian nation. The national
iclea bias been growing stead-iiy since, and now aliniost the oniy
reason g-iven by those wvio deny Canada's nationaiity, is tie
absence of a native lite-atire. This accusation wvhich %vas not
truc even before Confèrleration, can, with stili less propriety, be
advanced at the preseiir time. For Canada lias a school, or rather
two schools of wvriters, as Canadian as that of the United States
is American, and thoughl not as great, tbey are certainiy as pro-
m isi ng.

In history and the ailied branches wvc have in French tie
works of Turcotte, Suite, and Abbé Casgrrain, and in English the
monuiniental work of Kingystord, and several volumes by that iii-

dustrious nian) of letters, Sir Johin Bourinot. Our bcst poets,
Roberts, Bliss Carmian, Wiifred Campbcll, Father Doilard,
and the late Archibaid Laiprnan, lhave aclîieved a reputation
niot oniy in Canada, but iii the iîeigliboring repubiic as weii.
The French Canadian poet laureate Fréchette lias liad lus
,vork crowvned by the French Academy, wvhile Le May and
Suite are hiý close rivais. The history of our f; .on of the
iast twenty-flve years is a strange one. The French school after
its rather briiiiant beginning lias alinost conipietely died out, the
oniy novel of' any importance during tue wiiole period being a
book of short stories by Fréchett,- written just Iast year. Up to
iSç>o, Englisiî Canaclian fiction wvas alnuost equally poor. Tien


