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1)assage from Mr. àMacafflay's Essay on Mitford's Grece-1 -Who sball Say,
liow nlatny thousands have been made wviser, hiappier, and better, by Literary
puirsuiits T1o lbow niny tbey have been wvealth in povertym--ibcrty in bond-
1tge-hecalth in sickness-society in solitude."

A QUERY CONCERNING TRUTIL.

THE, Ilenquiring spirit of the age " has one very serions drawback. It is
ciusing the (destruction of many ehprished stories of'self'-abnegation, generos-
ity, lwavery, an(l othier virtues, arond whviich both nmenory and imagination
flond1y lingercdl. In blis terrible criîeible of' Truth, the critie of' our da.y, Nvork-
ing wvith the earnestness of the searehier after the phîlosopher's s.:tone, meits
down, reduices and flually ii.astes away records of hieroic deeds tbat seemed,
but a fewv years ago, destined to lasi forever. We ail know -%vhat the Latin
1îroverb says about truth : but wby should. triuth prevail at tlie expense of so
inuehi fine sentiment? Are we eany better off when '.ve dliscover that many
stories of self-sacriific.e andl of unselffish love are mnere fablles,? Trîith may gain
the victory, but, it is at a fearfîil expense. The resuit of the labors of the
moçdeim achemists, wbvlo seek for truthi instead of the philosopher's stone, is to
mnake uis ail (loubters. What eau wve believe? We ny aceept some siory
zis truitli, the moral or tesson of wvhicbi is good; but after wve have given it a
pulace iu our affection cornes aiougsome terrible fellow, who in the name of

t'tpronounces it a moerc sliamn, and either denounces or laughs at uis for
believiu(Y. Wre reluetantly accept bis decision, and fix our affections utpon
szometllrng cisc, but always wilh the sanie result.

What story -%va-., more touciuig, mnore chariiing in every wvay than that of
Pocaliontas, the lovcly Indian princess, rushing in unidoir the cluibs of the w.,ri-
riors of' her trie, uiplifted to beat ont the brains of' Capt. John S ih
tlirowing lier arins about imii, iind laying bier hîead upon bis fo save imi from
deathi? 1V added. to tlîe force of this gentie act that it wvas performcd by a
beautiffil omna-" the kiing's deurest. agtr" We scarcely know wbvichl
mnost te admnire, t-le beseechling, iniploring, tender maiden, whlom Ilno entreaty,
could prevail " to give iip lier effort to save the pale-faeed prisoner's life ; or
the chivaîrous sv ges,«'lant ly yielding atlsas termore ilze
brothers would probably not have (101e, to the irnp)ortunitz-s of the lovely off-
spriug- of their chief; their stoical natures, whichi ordinarily boastcd no wo-
mnan' s interference, cornplcbely cbianging before lier cxalted effort of' nercy.
Now, why shîould a merciless cî'itie iu a late, numnber of the Nor'th American
ftcview shov li lainly that tbis story lias no f'onndation in fact: that it is a.

puecoinage of tlie bra in of Capt. John Smitli ?-andi( above all, wby should
lie quiote somie othier remnorseless fellow whio prcceded hlmn, who describes

Pocahiontas as a weIl-feat.inred but wantoa yonge girle," wlhose In-inciple
pastiiie it uvas, w1ien at the age of eleven or twvelve years, to Ilget the boyes
"forth with lier into the markett place and make tlîem wbeele, falling on


