
THE CANADA- PRESBYTERIANJUNIt 2oýh, 1 g.

OU1rChurch polity. Its model we find in thejewish synagogue
WVitli its bench ot elders. Its ootiines are observable among
thçuse Christian commanities which were from the leaven ot
that «'mystery of iniqoity " which, even in Apostoiic âimes,
c'did already wark." These principles were held by the

refugees from the ten bloody persecutions of the oid Roman
empire. Vigilantios and his foilowers who nobiy protested
against the growing corruptions of the Church in the fourth
century held them. The Paulicians of the seventh century
Cltirg to them and fled to the frownirig fastnesses of the Alps
tuesçape the wrath of the adherents of the hierarchy. They
Were substantially the principles of the original Church in
RnIgîand, for when Augustine the monk was sent thither
frumn Romne, he found Chorches organiz-d which had existed

ince the flrst century, and wttich, it is beiieved, were
Planted by Paul when "'he took his journey into Spain."

The first form which Christianitv assumed in Ireland
'as Presbyterianism. Succat, afteiward called Patricios
iSt. Patrick) a Sco)tchrpan, planted 365 churches, to each
Of wbich he assigneci a bishop or presb>ter with a bench
Of elders for the government of the Church. The Cul-
dees, whose theolugicai college at Iona was the cours2
Whence the religion of Jesus circulated throuphout Scot-
ianud Were Prestuyterians. O,)iumba, the Irishman who
Paid back to Scotiand the debt which bis then favoured

- ISe owed to Patrick the Scotchman, sowed, in concert

*ith twelve preshyters, the seeds of Presbyterianism in that
1 stnd which is now its headqoarters. Among our honoured
* l3thers we rank God's slaugtitered saints,

Whose bonies lie scattered
On the Alpine mountains cotd.

The Israet of the Alps, in~ whom was fulflhted the Pat-
'nos seer's vision of the womnn fleeing into the wilderness
tu ecape the Papal Draàon, arnid the smiidng valleys of
fidemont and the rugged grandeur of those everlasting

'htlls whicb stood as wateafol sentinets over their peaceful
homes preserved in their primitive purity those time-hai-
1uedprinciples wbich are dear to us ail, tilt the myrmi-

-dons of the Papacy came down tike woives on the fold,
nd for thy sake they wvere killed ail the day long and

'-0Onted as sheep for the siaughter.

THE COVENANTERS.
The convenanters of Sctland and the North of Ireland

11ee themseives beirs to the Watdenses of the Cottian
Ali4 P5. They were tortured not accepting deliverance.
T'UCy wandered in deserts and in mountains, and in dens
Suld caves of the earth. There's many a lonety cairn and

q'88grown stone and blood-dyed hiliock in the dear old
10,nd which firm the mute thoogh meet memorials of the

great wrestlings " of a cloud of witnesses. Inspireý by such
4ISilwed associations and so grand a bistory -now there-

foelet us go and tell."
CHARLES DARWIN'S STRIKING TESTIMONY.

t' ven " the enemies themselves being jusiges," missions
ie ]more than ever a power, and " let us go and tetl"

molre than ever a duty. The simple Gospel has been ack-
lIOWledged to accomplish resuits which mere civitization
'tnd culture could neyer bring about. The disciples of evu-

'UtOn and esthetics have tried to do the same witb their
tri Cchantments but have utterty failed. Chartes Darwin,
thrilIgh neyer hostile to revealed religion, as not a few of

Yh'l' fotlowers have been, was at une time a sceptic, if not a
ScOrner, as regards the utility of Christian missions. The

1SIOn to the Patagonians, the most sunken of out race, a
)salent bat grew out of the starvation on their bleak

'4euat of Capatin Allan Gardiner and bis comrades, con-
y \StraUiCid the philosopher to confess "'This is the finger of

Gd Writing tu bis friend, Admirai Sir James Sullivan,
?June, 1879, he says: -"'The progress of the Fuegians

* l onderful and had it nut occured, would have been
tlUite incredibie," and su in several letters tbereafter. The
4&dUIiral says: " Mr. Darwin often expressed to me bis
tunviction that it was utteriy useless tu send missionaries tuauch a set of savages as the Fuegians, probably the very

0est 9f the buman race. I had aiways replied that I did
rlOt believe any human beings existed too low to compte-
hend the simple Gospel of Christ. After many years he
WrOe te me that the recent accounts of the missions, proved
tu him that he had been wrong and I right in an estimate
'Of the native character and the possibility of doing them
900d thruugh missionaries, and he requested me te forward
tu the Society an enciosed cheque for f5 as a testimony
.cfte interest he took in their work'" i'hat interest con-

tlnued anci deepened througb after years (between 1867 and
t88o. Speaking at the anniversary of the mission te South
A'merica in 1885, the Archbishop of Canterbury said that
tir ciety drew the attention of Chartes Darwin and made

?la IDha pursuit of the wonders of the kingdomn of nature,
Ira' htthere was another kingdom jost as wonderful

711d muore lasting." It was the "'everlasting kingdom of our
IOd Jesus Christ,.'

a îi' estimony te the blessed effects of mission-
lylabour in the South Sea is not less strong than with
een~ te South America. "Witbin twenty years (he

)13 esewhere) human sacrifices, the power of an idolatrous
dt' S profligacy unparalleled in any other part of the

Wrd Inanticide, bioudy wars, net sparing women or
Chlren, alit hese hxLve been abalisbed. Disnonesty, in-
tmerance and licentiousness are greatly reduced by theiItr el- _r Chris I .

credibte," is continuing te win triumphs and to work
changes more marvelleus than ever ; and as Ilthis day is te
us a day of good îidings " with reference te, its spread-
facilities of aIl kinds abundantly supplied. IlBehold 1 set
before tbee an open door," on the gateway of every land-
prejudices yietdinZ, Churches and socielies uniting, the
morning tigbî br-ýaking and melting voices giving forth in
plaintive monotone the beseeching cati, come over and help
us, "lTell me the old, otd story of Jesus and His love."

IlNow therefore, let us go and tell."
May this fourteentb Session of the Supreme Court of our

United Church give a mighty impulse tu att our missienary
operations ! Loving as we beart'ly du the brotherbood of
the faithfil and longing for a fulier exhibition of the "C om-
munion of Saints," let us, in company with att who re Joice
in -he Ilcommun salvation "-do our part in usbering in the
"jubilee of the Wurld, " wben

"One song shall employ ail nations;
And ail cry, wortby the Lamb,
For 11e wasslain for us.
The dwetlers in the vates and on the rocks
Sheut to each other and the muuntains tops;
From distant mountains, catch the flying joy,
Titi, nation after nation, taught the aIrain,
Earth roîts tbe rapturous Hosanna round."

At the opening of the Assembly proceedings a large audi-
ence was present. The peuple of., Halifax turned eut in
greal numl)ers, but onty about 200 members answered te
their names when the roll was cailed. The number, bow-
ever, wiil nu doubt be censiderably increased. 'After a
graceful îhougb brief address by the retiring Moderator, ou
motion of Dr. Cochrane, the Rev. W. T. McMutlen, of
Knox Chorch, Woodstock, was unanimeously elected Mud-
erator for the enuiug year. The new Moderator bas been
a faithful and indefatigable pastor, and bas taken an active
and intelligent interest in tbe general business ef the
Cburch for many years. He is eminently wortby of tbe dis-
tinction te wbich be bas atlained, and will discbarge the
duties of bis office with discretion and dîgnity. Afier dis-
posing of the usoal routine business of the evening, the first
Session of the Assembly terminated.

In comptiance with the good otd custom, the first heur
at the Assembly meeting on Tbursday morning was spent in
devotional exercises, in prayer for divine guidance and bless-
ing. The remainder ef the morning and the whole of the
afternoen sederunts wer.- occupied witb the transaction of
routine business, te be reported on at a later stage.

HOME MISSIONS.

As usual, the evening of the first regutar working day
was given up te the reception o! the Hume Mission report,
wbicb was presented by the Convener, Dr. Cochrane. The
report is mure than ordinarity fuît in ils detaits and gives in
condensed form a view ef bow the work is being. advanced
from Quebcc te Vancouver. The report cf thc Presbytery
of Toronto gives a futter statement than formerly and speaks
of tbe impetus which bas recently been given te efforts for
the extension of Christian work. 0f great interest alsu is Dr.
Robertson's report of what bas been accomplishcd in
Manitoba and tbe Nortb-West. After detaiting the results
of tbe census Dr. Robertson adds :

These figures show the Preshyterian Cburch bas a tead of
5,200 e! any of the other denominations in the Province,,
and that ils rate of increase bas been 3o per cent. in advance
of tbe population of tbe Province, and aiso decidediy in ad-
vance of any of the langer denominations. Iu the country
districts, where mission work is cbiefly carried on, the ad-
vance is stitl more striking. In the Nortb-WVest Territonies
twu-thirds of the white population are Preshytenians. These
figures show our progress, our responsibilities and our
eppuitunities for advancing the ýKingdom e!f Christ.

The summary of total expenditure fui Home Missions and
Augmentations, 1887-88, is as follows: Home Misïion
Fond, $47e6o; Augmentation, $28,82483; Lumbermen's
Mission, $377-70 ; College societies : Knox, $3,30542 ;
Queeu's, $1,24790 ; Montreat, Manitoba and Morrin
(amounts net reperled), say, $750 ; total, $81,565.85.
The Hume Mission Fond started the year with a oatance
against il of $469, and aller a draft of $t,ooe on tbe reserve
fund bas a balance le ils credit of $6 1. 11. The Augmenta-
tien Fond shows a deficiency of $986.37.

The report of the sub-committee on Augmentation is as
foliuws: Aitbougb obliged 10 report a deficit la the çtose o!
the year jusl ended, the position and prospects of the Aug-
mentation Fond are better than they were a year agu. Ih
was necessary aI that lime te use wbal remaiued of the re-
serve tond ($6,000) in order le pay the granîs made. There
was ne reserve bu fati back upon Ibis year ; neverîhetess
paymenl bas been made in fuit according te, the instructions
of the Genenal AsÈembly, with tbe resuît indicated in bbc
financiat sîtatemeu-a deficit Of $986,37,

The amount reatized fromn congregalionat contributions
and donations is $26, 173, as çompared with $24,473 in tbc
precediug year-au advance ut $ ,700. Il is satisfactory le
note that this advauce is net bbc result of spasmedic or spe-
ciat effort in eue or two places, but that ne fewer than
lwenty-one Preabyteries out of tbirîy show an increase of
contributions.

entire expenses connected with our work in British Colum-
bia, in sustaining mission stations and sending out mission-
aries, faits upon the Home Mission Fond. It only needs,
however, that the claims of Missions and Augmentation be
candidly and fuliy stated to the membership of the Church
to secure the means to enable the Committee to hold the
ground aiready occupied, and advance to newer outposts.

In introducing the report Dr. Cochrane referred to the
large amount of mission work done by the missionaries
during the past year, and the great increase in the mission
stations i the North-West and in Britich Columbia. The
financial statement showed a balance against the Home
Mission Fond for 1888 of about $i,500, and of $900
against the Augmentation Fond. WVtiie it was to be re-
gretted that there was any deficît, it was a great improve.
ment on the last year. There was a good prospect that
next year the Augmentation Fund would be equal te the
demands made upon it, as great interest was now being.
taken iA the Sfund, and many of the objections hitherto'
raised are no longer heard. On the other hand, the Home
Miseions' obligations were every year increasing and there
was urgent necessity that the Church should enable the
committee to meet the demands made upon it by more
liberal contributions to the fond. He also referred to the
grants rer.eived during the year from Great Britain, the
speciai donations given to heip the committee in view of
the deficit of last year, the formation of womens' mission-
ary societies and the good work done by the coilege mis-
sionary societies. He appeaied to the Assembly to do &il
in their power to keep the Presbyterian Church in Canada
in the foreftont of missionary enterprise in the newer Pro-
vinces and territories of the Dominion, such as it had been
privileged to occupy in the past. While they had raised
$81,ooo during the past year the sum could easiiy be
doubled if ail out congregations did their duty, He con-
cloded hy moving the reception of the report.

The Rev. D. 1. Macdonnell seconded the motion, and
spoke with special reference to Augmentation. He ini-
sisted not oniy upon the hearty co-operation of Preabyter-
ians, but greater liberaiity on the part of their richer peo-
ple. There were stili people in the West who hold the
purse-strings and think that the scheme should not be sup-
ported, and who are always predicting its failure. It had
not heen a failure ; it wonid not be a failure. Thirty-nine
congregatiôns had become self-supporting since the estab-
lishment of the fond., In closing hie referred to the regula-
tion recommended by the Home Mission Çommittee that
in cases where Presbyteries do not pay their fair amount
into the fund reduced gants may be made, and defended it
Irom the stnictures made against it.

The report was received and after considerable discussion
the recommendation of the Augmentation Committee refer-
red to by Mr. Macdonnell was withdrawn, in the hope that
ail the Presbyteries without such pressure will conscienti-
ousiy and liberally give to the fund. It was then moved by
Dr. Cochrane, seconded by Dr. Burns. and carried unani-
mously : That the report of the Home Mission Committee,
Western section, be adopted as a whole and that the thanks
of this Assemhly be given to the Preshyterian Church of
Ireland, the Church of Scotlqnd and the Free Church of
Scotland, for their generous aid during the year. Further,
the General Assembly desires to record its gratitude to the
great King and Head of the Church for the continued suc-
cess that marks the Home Mission work of the Church, and
the steady growth of the stations and congregations in the
more destitute and remote parts of our land, and also fo -
the increasing interest taken in the Augmentation Scheme
earnestly commends again the Home Mission and Augmen
tion Fonds to be increased liberality of the members and
adherents of out Church, su that sufficient means may be
secured for the still further prosecution of this great work.

On Friday morning the principal business taken up wus
the consideration of overtures on the

SUPPLY 0F VAcANCIES.
Those from the Synod of Toronto and Kingston and the

Synod of Hamilton 2nd London were read, suggesting cer.
tain rules and regotations for the better supply of vacant
congregations. An overture from the Presbytery of Brock-
ville was also read, asking the Assembly to take steps to
prevent candidating in vacant charges. Drs. Proudfoot and
Cochrane were heard in explanation of the overture from
the Synod of Hamilton and London, and earnestly urged
the Assembly to take immediate steps to adopt some such,
plan as would prevent long vacancies and the danger of de.
stroying some congregation s altugether. After speeches by
Dr. Reid, Dr. McCrae, Mr. Bruce, Principal Forest, Mr.
Drysdale, Dr. Caven, Mr. Hamilton Cassels, Mr. Wilkins
and others, a motion made by Dr. Caven and seconded by
Mr. Bruce was carried, to the effect that a committee should
be appointed to take the overtures into consideration snd
prepare a remit on the whole subject, which, if approved
by the Assembly, shail be sent down to the Presbyteries for
their judgment during the year and report to the next As-
sembly. Dr. Forest, of Dalhousie College, seconded by
Mr. Sedgwick, proposed to summarily dismiss the over-
tures, but withdrew tbis motion, until at teast the com-
mittee report their remit to the Genetal Assemnbly. Dur-
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