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The Soporific is a ditil, %îtrgisi. cattai-like %iver
Ibsit riscs it tlic lowv itcadiatids cf 'ilottntetty. fittîv
lhrîtiglt flie î'auey of Stîu;îitlity. nnd cmtîies itic
occam cf Slimbcr. *itie Soîtorilir is a goud desti
muore lika a catta tuaia river. D)r. Willis tsed lii say

hiait a dozen tjmttts in tacts lccture oit 1 Iniffltitcs - lAi,
gentlemen, bcwvare cf flie SolpnriCic: ht'ware cf tlie
Soîînrific." Thte geod t,,a,, ktîew tite sol.orifii %vas a
dattgcrous pliace. lie avoideui il iitself. atnd lie
wished tbayomng ietan. oaid iltee. rIite frcet rv
andi earnestness wviîi wiîicit lieîtsed te sat'. "Ali.
gentlemen. bewarc ef flia Soporitic." siowcd fiit lie
feared soaiie cf flie sîtdtîs iigit ote day be
drnwned in tuic sitggisi waters cf flic Soporifir. 1ilis
fears were tar fronît groundiess. A fewv did fintishit)
in that wsiy. lmt fiaf, witoiec' emgrcgations htave been
wel.-nigh test in the Soperifie.

The source of tlie Soîmorifie 15 Nfonotony. %folio-
tony in prcaclting anmd speaking is oftîwo kimmis
monctony ef mîaller ant inmotîotony ef mianner. lItti
kinds arc bail. Botit kimds produce tlic Soperifie.
The Soporific is aise a bnd îhing. It tulakes somme
hearars duli, heavy, sluggishi, slecpy. i1 tituakes otlitrs
resîicss, cross, irritable. Out cf tast fiteon opiîtiti mîay

sluify nine and' itke flia tetih excitcd. li is se
wiîhlte Soporifme. lî.usuauiy ttiakas mima mmcmi sieepy
amdtlt taitiirritaible. Il is a bac! itiig. No woti-
der- Dr. WVillis uscd te sny se ofuemi. 4 ht, -enfle-
mem, bawaira ofthe Sýop)orilie."

In tbis papar tc mita> conftine oui attention t., oe
kind of mtîomolony -- tneonotuny tii masster. If titis
topie lurns Out %voit we shai leave tnunottuny Int
mianner fer another day. If mI deesn mthum cîtî tucl
then %we shail say soincîbmng nowv un buit pitns. A
pt-cacher thal neyer liadt the pieai:,tr of <mur acuamn:-
ance used te say hae alwaye look a nutnber el9verbes
for a taxt, se tbat if lie gel parsccuted mn oe cml> lie
could flet e hoanotlitr. That as aatyho%% we ira
geing to discuss titis lepte. If %ve run blirt cf muatter
on mntoony in inatter, titan %n c shail fleu tu monotony
in naainer.

Dly the malter et amy set-motn or speeti let us
undarstsind ils thought, the emnolmens wmitli %wismt flia
thoughîs are uîtercd, amnd flia fu-ia in %nbmclt tiîey are
exprcssed. Va titnk ive limar au hit o f -m tac5t simout.
'<That arrangement is moi pialosopha.ti.à, si s nul
logical, it is mot scienttflc.." Ali rtgbt, brotheri. Go
on wiîh >'our hair-spliîting, and "ae v &Il go un %% ait out
paper. Monotony in nmentail oparamens consisib mn
doimg substantialiy fltc saint kand of amî,nd work in
uvet-y effort. Ona mari argues ailflite finie, anti the
people seen becoma vvcar> uf ir.i~tietit. Amodiai
paints in every efft-t, anmd, me malles huit %adi lie ia>
paint, people tira iceking at 1pa.turcs. A thmîd e.N-
borts, simd the mio5t wusesbanid lt-rebommt uf ail ltinis
ofsiddress is conttnuad axhtorttion. A fumh oti.ngs
anecdotes tegetiter like besiâs v mtb nu .otmectiun but
tha string, sind people tire ofîthe strmngang. Lemttanued
argimg, continucd painting, c-untinmed e.dtîng, amnd
comîinued amecdetimg becoie mniotouus, atnd muoie-
tony always andis in the Seporific-.

Me notemy oftfeling as quise aus llangcauu aus mno-
îeny ef mental eperatiuns. If a lisaulitic lacis b.mu <il
ever>' sermon people soon tire of litas s.uas If hae
us Sour aver>' Sabbath tiîcy scon tira of lis scutmness.
If ha smies on thcmn ah etar> sertt-e flic% sourieas
c aidmire lte smala. It is mot nueess.mî', lioterc, te

eniarge on this point. Fcw minmsîers iiip feed morte-
tomously aven if they try. flite c.%per:ences cf nulnts
terial flta sre sufficmcntiy % aricd ho î>rc t m mneîny
et feeling.

Nienoteny in the terni ofaîddrcss never faits te pro-
duce the Soporific. Sentune, et tuac same lengili,
the Sama terc-e, tlic s.maac futrn, ai. brang 01 i le
Scperttk tn spitacof thasct dcliar. 1lia besi cio-
cuîtioist that ci, c brc.uiacd tinnot îtser -u#.h -ui-
position for tcrty minutes nathtut litoducajng %ccars
ncss. Thcy mai ha guud 5emtcn.cs, bu cd ccnsîîuu.tcd,
skiltully tuundcJ, rdat crly baiaracad, Lut îbc. samplei
tact that ticy arc al idike rn.akcs-. tuens h.omutomîcus.
As ycàu sî aind fiston flie> mat-lh pabi in singlie file,
catit oe paintuill lika ils foi crut-trer. At fii5t. you
may admire thcm if thcy are geod seitntcs, butsiftar
you tauc iistemad ten or fifîcn minutes tha mmonuony
becomes tedious and yeu tel like %Iàuuting . "Oh, du

give îts a Mintage. Ask n quesîlti. Mstke a point cf
exclatatiomt. Sioremi up) oe periud, ami ttakic
asstitfer n fiil ontger. 1For ntîy sakr tik a clitmaxc

uiels a chtangce ofSoutle kitid?"
Il is (fate possible te hlave tinnoleny in v.trlcty.

Fe*r axattiie, if n lîreccer niauîys argîtes fi flic
%aie place iii ii Sermnt, attd paitlis n flia satille
piare, atnd exiterîs ii flie satsia pulace, tttonolcny wilI
conite as ccrîaisily as if lie argtied ail flie limie, or
îtaittd ail flie limite, or exhorîcd ail the fitnte. àîloiio-

îny of arratgement is qitite as bail as tttotlny of
amy cher kid. 'l'ite pîeoffle seen Ieari wvlterc te ex-

loet flic argumtemnt, or flic piclure, or fli exhdotation.
If iliey aiways limit il ii flie saisie pliace îiey soi tire
cf tinditîg il. l'criaps fle bast reniedy is te do
Oc<-asienauly juttsl itl îiîey don'î exptct you te (Io.
\Vitere îlîey expeet an1 argttmtent le coulte imi put imi unt
illustration. Wh'iere tltcy expect ani illutstratîion coutte

dewmt oisont fltetra %vith a sylingisti. Tiîey tîaarly
aiays expcct fle appeals nt flic close. Spring an
nppeau uIt flterat itrcaid thera ltroîgiotuu flie sermotn.
Let il cerise dewmi lika liglitning om1 cf a clear sky.
rThis ntay tlot ha accordimîg tu the rîmles et Ieiiietics,
but it is baller le break flie ruties occasiomîauly titani te
break up flica congragatton. Rulas are gond, i>ut a foe
rmgmd adimeretîce te tules ttay hrmmg on flt Soportfic.

Monominy of subject itever faits le prodtca flia
Sopormflc. Ne inaîler itow îaicnîed a preacier ntay
bc, hie catnout dtscuss flie sante topte conîimuauiy
wmiout becomning titorittotoous. 'rThe importance cf
flia subject cannol Save flmt. Constant iiammcrimg at
oea tact, or oe dectrine, or toute duty, or oe sin,
aiways hrmngs on flia Soporifie. If i a curicîts tact
l!îal ita î>reacitar mîakes a hobby cf ;re.tciing on one
ting itis ullterances soon have less influetnca in regard
le lits hobby thin tbe tmllerances cf a mani %vite
preacîtes on trulli mn tîs proper propermeons. Tits ts ena
cf %le ptenalttes îbaî a specmalit ustialiy has le pay for
mot presentng trullh mn tîs proper ,'cions. If a mani
preacitas on Temîterance evcry Sabbaîiî, or drags flia
subject tn when everybody can te that lits taxt lias
nothn Z In de wmit il, hae vry sooni has lass tnfluence
mn regard te Tettîparance thati one wvio dors nol drag
si tn. Ilis uttcrances becomîte tuenolonotis and flie
tnonotony brtngs on flie Seportfic. Il always dees.

Why simould anybedy %voncler list ttîenolemy tn dts-
course ms always dsîasteftit? There as no menoîeny mnl
flie gond Book. Moses ms neverinonotonous. Davmd
stmîgs tvtith marvciious varmcty. job %vas sorcly îrottbied,
but lits speeches abound in clitiaxes. Paul wvas net
monotonous witet lic addresscd Feis-. lie dmdn't
brung flia Soîoritc oi flia gevernor. ile madice litn
tremblhe.

1 bat-a ts no monoîony in fie book cf nature. Wc
have flîml anmd date, flower and forest, lake anmd rmver,
occam anmd mounîtatn top. W~hat a duit werld finîs
would ha if ail the mari in it wvere flia samec in Site, îhe
saiste in wtglit, andi had exacti' flia sania featurcs,
flic saine complexin, the same gaît, the saisie tomie of
v'etce-tlta saille eî'crythtng., What wouid Isle ha
%vort if ail flia womem tn the ivorid wcrr e n ueb
alike that wviiam our %vvs andI daugiters %vent tnte
comîîany we sltould have 10) label titem se that %va
nuglît disttngutsi tlîcm from olter pcnpic's %vives simd
dauglaterb. lthe Creator litas ordatned that thort
shailhab innute vsimty mn flia lîcavns abova, the
eartb beneatt, anmd tlie waters under th cartit. Il
there ts ip1castng varmety cverytvherc in Ged's Word
sind E,oi 5 verk, cals wa %wonder lthaI lits rattena. ct-ca-
turcs %vilte htave an>' faste dlont imkc muenoton>' in
speeches, sermons anmd sînýgtg
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Tha fourth lecture deals utth the î'ersbtp cf tan-
gtbla, semit.angtble anmd intaîngible objects ; amd aî ms
mn ibis t-emnettin tht the autitor s itccry sippears.
lime virmeusb semise objcîs tcund mit the unmversc bup-
piy tba maîerialb ef tha theory. In reaion te fila
bensa of tuut-i tthasa sensiblc ob)jcîs are dmvmded by

MNlt :Ir intu tht-cc ciasses. Soima Sensa objects, suich
as -,one!>, flotvers, drops of %vatcr, etc., are fanp b/e,
others, suib as tracs, Mountains, rtvcrs, etc., arc sent:-
tangibile, and oitars, 5ucb as tc ciouds, sun, 5k)
etc., are infang:bk. The fit-st class gmt as witî arc
ually reg.trdcd as jdi5hes., flhc sace md supplies

:e:m.Ide:tic:, and tha îhird resuaits in deiesc. The

g'trst, NlUller conlends, lire neveratiludcd to in flia carly
Vadic pocnis. Tisoa second i atd thidl classes, how-

aver, n- e frequently sîtoken of I Ilîrougi, flia litera
ttre of initia. Thîe aulimer (liotas extestsively front
flic %lc iiytnts te muake gond his position fint rc.
ligion ti india liait ils Origin, tlnt in feîisiià worship,
but in flic %orshilî of sei tatngible anmd itntangible
objcîs fronît wiîicà flice idea of flic inmîit is derivcd.
1Fire, flic suit and flic daun arc rafcrrcd t0 ns giving
flia idca of flit dities anmd of wershiip.

Ili flie fiftiî lcture tlia ideas of intinity anmd iaw airc
takemi Up) for specini lreatiient. Ini regard te flica for
fier of titc idcas, ha says : 'The is cf tie infiniîa
is nnt sinply avoivcd by rcasotî eut of noîiîing, but is
supplied te us in ils original form hy flia sansas."

"« Ilcyond, bciitîd, bencali and within flie finiîc, the
imtltnile is aiways proscrtl lu tttsanses." Tite idca of
fltc infintî or boîttîdless is foutttd, Muller says, in lthe
V'cdic Aditi, onc of flic oldest inias glvcn in titesa
ancient pucrins te flic iZiwi. In regard te flic ltter
iclea lie dascribes liuw, in flic e iTcic litat-ature, iaw and
orderly systeuti stand reiaci te flia dsly tnovament
cf flia sotn, aimd titis idea is expressed by flia word
Rita ii flie Vedas. Aditi, or flic iaw, is flia infi.
litea ; Rita, or fic order crf lie %erid, is ia%*Y. Thase
ara lthe ftrsî ciearly-dclincd principîca cf fica Vcdic re.
ligion.

The sixti lecture deats wiîth scvernl cliffcrertt kinds cf
thctsmns, viL.. iicenoticsmnl, l'olyîtheistt, iNionoticissii,
anmd Atbeissm. 'Muller contends that flia primitive
fértus of religion as atready unfoldcd %vas neither
nionotheismr lier polyticisni, but henoîhaism. Heno.
îtheismi is flia belief in and wor5hip cf those single ob-
cas, whetiîer intangible or scinî.tamtgibie, in which
mars first suspectud tha presenca of the infinite.
Heno,,ictsmîî ts te bc carefuiiy clstngutsid front bath
nionotamet and poiyîhetsm. Monoîbetsin ts flic doc.
trmne cf oe God and oniy oe; poiyîheism is flia doc-
trtne of many gods formntng a vasl comtnionvcaiîh witi
oe supremne; linotiatstn ts flic doctrine cf single
gods, each etier cqual le or, ai toast, quta mdcpon-
dent cf ait l others. rTis, Muller maînlains, was
ltae primtive terni cf reigion, se far as tae saered
liîcrature cf India enabies us te ciecide.

The fast lecture Ireals cf " l'hiosopity anmd Re-
ligmon " ; but confinas tîs vtaw aimost cntmrely te the
Vedas, se that ver>' fallu neiv mtrislr ms adduccd in
cosinecîton %v'tl a tuost important, >'el ver>' profound,
qluestion.

In proccedmng te offer a fcw crtcal remarks tî must
ba premsced ltat the wvritr dots net prestiue te cati
mn question amy cf flie tacts cf literatureansid hmstory,
wbtich flic aithor, wvtli ltts vasl scbolarship, puts at
cur disposais anmd uses se wellimn flie volume before
US.

A gcncrai rcmark nay firsi ha made. In spcakmng
cf relmgion sind is crmgtn i as very necessar> te dis-
tmngutsh bclwaeen ,,iduriz antd reveaied reigmon, or
beîwvean themsttî and Cltrtiansty. rtcere are varmous
îbetsms, but omiy oe Chitrsttanty. Themsm is une
îhtng ; but îha uhitrstaf re'!.gton ts anothar and a
greater thtng. Tua latter tnvoivas and tncludes the
former, but tha former ms mot as %vida as the latter.
rhctsni ts nalural reltgtotn, or flica rligmon of mare
reason. Ciribtma'itty ts supernatural reltgion, ait
contains eletutants whici mare reason cannot sucpi]y.
Reveaici sclgmotî bas its roots tistîltetsm or naturai
reigton, white is wmidc*sprcading branches wava mn

flia atmospiiere of fic supernatuirai. ftheisni may te
constdecd by iscif ; but Chisttansty always resîs on
a thetsttc hasts.

Noiw, it s5 te ha rcmarkccifthnt the tnjority of tîtose
%vie htave dtscussed the qjuestion cf çompairamve re-
ligmon cf tlc ycars lhave movcd alors- naturalisîti

fimnes, and htave followed raîtonalmîtic tîmeîhods. The
resait ts that thitesîn ms aexalte(], anmd revealed re-
ligion ms cititer igmorcd, or tae suparnatural clamant
liîi dcmîted. '.\utter, tn tîtese recent lctures, is
toe ciearly un finis ground titan %vu fmnd fitm tin its

carmar vrittngb. Ha dentes finat flia tdca cf Ged ms tn
amy sensu intuititve, and hae refuses te admit revesi-
ien, and tn particulsir lh rjcis tlic litea cf primitive
conimunicattonsf-om Ucd te m.n. i sscarcelytmr
tn professing le frent the subject fuliy, te dciy flie
5upernaturai, anmd thon te procecd te soive tho probianii
cf the orgmn cf Mare naturai raligton, as f thms wcre tule
wvhoic task. Evart mf tha ormgtn cf thcltîc beimefs cati
bc explaincd along purely maturai fines, the question
as te the ertgtn anmd vmndtcatmon of lthe supernaturai
clamants mn Christtanty suitl rcrnts.sin open oe.
The enigin cf tha supernatural tin Chrtsttantty mnust hc
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