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Pastor and People.

For Tug CANADA Papsavrarian,
CALVINISTIC COMEFORT NEEDED ON THE
DEATH.BED,

m—

HY A PASTOR,

far gone in consumption, sent for me
to visit i, found him in great weakness and
prostration. He professed 1o be a believer in Christ,
and, ut times, he said, his faith gave him great peace
and comfort. He believed in the willingness and

A oung mnni

power of Christ to save hiry, and he said that if he ;

did not go to heaven he knew it would ba his own
fault. His chief cause of alarm and distress was that
at times he was so exhausted that he could not
keep up an exercise of fath, and reahize a conscious
sense of comfort and security.  When thus conscious
sense of faith and peace became suspendesd, he tried
to touse himself to an exercise of faith under the
alarming apprehension that his relationship to the
Saviour was lost, and that nothing of his rc{i’ ion re-
mained.  He had not been trained i the Presby-
terian ©hurch,sind his views of the nature of the cove.
nant and the sccurity of Christ’s people werz very
defective. 1 explained to him that the security of
belicvers arose more from Christ's hold on them than
from their hold on Christ, and 1 quoted Christ's
words: “I give unto them cternal life ; and they
shall never perish, neither shall any pluck them out of
My hand.”  Big tears tilled bis eycs and rolled down
his wasted checks at these words, and with an ex-
pression of unutterable thankfulness and relicf, he
said: “You don't know how wch good you have
done me—that point was never explained to me be-
forc; 1 see it now, and I believe it firmly, that when
J am so weak that I can't exercise faith as 1 would
Jesus keeps me.”  After reading the Scriplures and
prayer, 1 came away impressed with a sense of the
cagerness with which the comfort .of Calvinisin is
grasped at by those who have been taught to regard the
term itsclf with aversion. A testing time comes at
last when the strong support found in the doctrines of
grace becomes absolutely indispensable,
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ASSURANCE.
BY A PRESBYTCRIAN PASTOR.

It was a little company—the place, a minister's
study ; and we slid into a free nnX lively talk about
assurance. \We had just comein from a service in the
church, preliminzry to the Lord’s Supper.

“ The assurance that I wish to enjoy,” said one, “is
that of being saved at last when the crisis comes—the
awful hour of dissolution, For 1 have it not, never
had it ; and I am in a great struggle.”

“It is not in the Bible,” replied another; “such an
assurance is not in the Bible for you, nor for any be-
liever. ‘That you are now in a state of grace orrecon-
ciliation to God, sin al’ forgiven, may be matter of as
surance, and so, of cousolation, joy, peace ; but that
you shall eventually be saved, or enter at death into
cverlasting life, will depend or something else, on this
~that you persevere in faith and holiness and fidelity
to Christ through and through unto the end.”

And to illustrate the pnint the last speaker further
said. “The life of a believer is a ‘race,’ a ‘fight.! He
‘runs’ to obtain a prize, he *fights® to win a victory.
The assurance of triumphant success comes, there
fore, at the end. ‘I have fought a good fight, 1 1 ave
finished my course . . .; henceforth there is laid up for
me.! Iteven seems as if a doubt of the final issue
were a force that the belicver needs at every step of
his career to spur him on to constancy, to cxertion,
Such is the doctrine of the Bible. *We are madc
partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of the
confidence steadfast unto *he end.”’ *To him that
overcometh will 1 give.'”

What now struck us was the misapprehension of
those who, in what they tcach about faith and its as-
surance, leave this part of Christian experience out
of view—a grave crror. It Ieads to negligence, to
false security, and even to an antinomian spirit , and
it goes far to account for what so frequently occurs
in periods of “revival,” when the wave is subsiding
—the fall of so many from the heights of & baseless,
fictitious ussurance into all their old habits of world-
liness, levity and sin.

Doubting in a biliever is not sin. It is not a sign
of the want of faith, or a vacilating or «cak faith ;
nor is it an obstacle to faith, nor a bar to consolation.
It explains, it alone cxplains, the fact that a believer
is persistently and with “fear and trembling working
cut his own salvation, prussing toward the mark.”

“So fight 1. lest that by any means, when I bave
preached tc others, I myself should ¢ a castaway.”
Solemn admonition !

SPURIOUS silver of speech is current, but base gold
of silénce is not unknown. A man may transgress as
truly by holding hg tonguc as by speaking unadvis-
edly with his lips~C, H. Spurgeon.

- m—— -

PRESENT NEED.

For present help, dear Lond, I ask,

Foz grace and strength tu-dayy
Thougls yestenday rich blessings brought,
To-day, they must again be soughts

For prescnt help 1 pray.

Whate'er the past has given me

Qf solace by the way,
Of doubts dispelled, «f heart renewesd,
Still I nust plead for daily fond

To strengthen me to-day.

And shouli the future years be mine,
“Fwill then thic present beg
My greatest need, is grace tu baar
The jurtion of life's Jaily eaie
Thuu givest sone tn me.

So trusting in Thy promises,
My soul finds present rest;
*Lotd, I believe,” 1 cannot sec
My L-alh through life, yet trusting Thee,
1 know Thy wavs are best.
--Aate M. Frayne.

IVORR Y,

“The greatest characteristic of moaodemn life 1s
waorry.” It is rither more than twenty-one years since
I first read that sentence. 1 sce agtin the two hand-
some volumcs, fresh from the publisher, sent by the
author. I scc the thick, cream leaves as I cut them.
1 am aware of the pleasant fragrance of a new hoak,
dear to some as the smell of hawthorn bLlossoms.
1 catch my first *view of the Iarge, clear print.  And
the short sentence, which {as befits ity Enpnrmnc@
was likewise an entirc paragraph, looks me in the face
as it did then.

“The great characteristic of modern life 1s worry.”
There is something in temperament ; somcthmg n
surroundings; and peaceful seasons come {God be
thanked) in the life of most. But the statcment is
true to the expericnce of most. 1t was true to the
cexpericnce of the man who made it. 1 think I may say
it is true to {ours. Just ance, a few years ago, a
worthy mortal, who is now far from worldly trouble,
said to the writer that he “preached too much about
worry.” [looked into the worthy mortal's face. It
was worn and lined with care, which spoiled his
nerves and his temper, as well as lined his face ; and
a little before he had told me that certain vexations in
his lot were breaking his heart. “Is there more
worry in my preaching than in your lot?” was all my
answer 3 and the good old man shook his white head
and said no more. Not but what he retained his
opinion. For there used to be folks who thaught there
was something ‘wrong about sermons which treated of
realities in their homes and hearts, and which (in
fact) they could understand and feel to be true.  And
the right sermons were those which dealt with mys-
teries which neither preacher nor hearcer could compre-
hend, and which had no bearing on actual life and
well-doing.

In chieerful moods, when bodily and mental hezith
1s lugh, you smile at worry, and make hatle of st ; you
cannot imagine how you let it worty you su mudch,
In desponding moods, when youhave run down, when
the constant work which keeps you on your feet has
ceased for a too brief blink of rest, when you are
weak 1n body and saul, you break down undet worry;
you burst out mnto the cry that you cannot stand this
any longer.  For perhaps as many pour human beings
wish (hke Eljah; that they were at rest, ander multi-
tudinous and ceascless worry, as under single great
overwhelming trials,

Now, worry 1s disagrceable. Itis athing youdon't
hke. And, roughly speaking, everything you don't
like :s a temptation, 1 recall vividly, over many days,
the true saying of a very little girl . “I'm always good
when | am amused.” ‘The saying sets forth alarge
and serious truth, Now (1) anything you don't like
tends to make you bad ; and (2, whatever tends
to make you bad is a temptation. Well, worry tends
to make you snappsh, discontented, irntable, hasty
of speech to servants and to children, disagrecable to
any poor visiter who comes with a long story of
trouble, and looks for sympathy and help. Worry
tends to make you chafe at the arrangements of the
Disposing Hand above you; it s pushing in the
direction of **curse God and dic.”  You know itis.
therefore say that worry dues not disectly tend to make
you good, but rather bad. If we are to do anytlung
that 1s pointed at by the serious counsel. “ Grow in
grace,” we must resist the .Knmary tendencies of
worry. We must counterwork them ; evade them;
somchow get the better of them. Al this is one step
in what I wish to say to you, unknown friend.

What I wish to say to you now s that we must
take worry in hand with de:. mination. And thisis
just what, in fact, we fail to do. There are many folks
who will pray carnestly for God's grace and put their
whole mortal nature upon the stretch, in the matter of
what they think greater dutics and greater tempta-
tions, who, as for worty and its tendencies and form-
ing influcnce, let themselves slide; and this Coes
them the greatest harm, It is the besetting sin that
weare specially bound to resist. It is the atmosphere

we are breathing hour by hour that it most con-
cerns us to sce that it be healthful.  And the moral
atmosphere in which minst professed Christians of
middle age must needs live in tlus nincteenth cen-
tury 1s the atmosphiere of wurrr The sins which do
maost ensily beset professed Christians in these days
ate the sins to which worry is the great temptati- 0,
Yuou agree with me, 1 think, that if we are not spiri-
tually to deteriorate, between each two years, probably
cach month, we must take watry quite resolutely in
hand.  Aad the question i, how 2 Pulpit of To-Day.

PENALTIES OF FALSE WITNESS.

Possibly it occurred to us in carly life that the
Ninth Conupandment is one-sided. It forbids us to
bear false witness against our neighbour, but (as poor
old David Deans sugpested to his daughter Jennie) it
makes no mention of false witness to a neighbour’s
advantage. Doubtiess the reason of the omission is
that very few are likely to tell falschoods to the end of
making a neighbour scem wiser and better than the
fact. ‘The little falschoods of actual life are always
ill.natured.  ‘The “lecin® body™ is always spiteful
when treating of others ; it is only when speaking of
himself (which in somc cases includes his brothers,
cousins and aunts! thatthe falsehoods are kindly, 1t
must be confesscd that these last arce very ivritating to
bear. To hear a good man continually pufi’ himself
and lus belengings is nearly as provocative as to hear
him continually running down everybody eclse, And
it1s quite -—ertain that the disposition to tell false-
hoods botn to the end of damaging competitors and of
exaltng oneselfy may abide in human beings who
possess many good and great qualities, The incon.
sisteney is strange and kunentable, but itis true. The
most famous Len?! Chancellors, the most persuasive
rrc;u'hcrs, great and good men, and women of very
ngh and not consciously insincere Christian profes-
ston, have said and doac dishonest things ; notably
have teld notorious falschoods with the purpose of
injuring a competitor, or even one who was not a com-
petitor, but was getting credit for some merit of ser-
vice. There have been those who could not bear to
hear gond spoken of any mortal but themselves,
or to hear of geod done by any mortal but themselves,
And, as a rule, the malicious falsehood was always
ready, to the end of tripping such a onc up. I speak
what, unhappily, I have vcrf' strong rcason to know.
The grievous thing is, too, that you may never know
how you were whispered down behind your back. Or
you may learn it after ycars have passed ; after this
mischicfis done; when circumstances have sochanged
that it would appear inhuman to avenge yourself,
You can contradict the falschood that is brought to
your cars, but how about the falschood which was told
against you sccretly, which did the hanm it was meant
to do,but never was hieard save by the friend alienated,
or the eminent person 1t prejuciced against you2—d1.
H. K. Boyd,

. CHOW TO GET THERE)

Two or three gencrations ago there were pious men
in every Scotch village noted for their frequent use of
Scripture language and metaphor. A tall man was
spoken of as a * Saul amony the people,” and a dis-
agreeable man as “a Mordeuai at the gate”; a bad
woman was a “ Jezebel,” and a miser, an “Achan”; a
profane man was one who spoke *patt in the specch
of Ashdod, and part in the ﬁ:ws’ language.” A keen
pohtician, a pious church member, during the voting
for a member of Iarliament, anxious to know the
state of the pull and the pruspec.s of his candidate,
asked, *“Is the young man Absalom safe?” Many
of those men of guaint phrases were farm-labourers
or cobblers, who, though they had read few books,
knew their Dibles, and the knowledge made them ex-
cellent judges of sermons.

The Res. John Macnab preached at a communion-
scason on “ Heaven.” It was a long sermon, but the
people thought it as beautiful as a series of dissolving
views., It had, howaver, one defect —the length of
the descripun e part left no time for the “ application.”
Old George Brown met the preacher at a friend’s
house, and astonished him by the ,esume he gave of
the sermon.

“ It was really a grand sermon as far as it weng,”
he said, after he had finished his report. *I never
enjoyed a description of heaven better. Y= told us
a'thing aboot heaven except hoo te get there; and
Maistes Macnab, you'll excuse me, my young friend,
for sayin’ that that shouldna hac becn ieft out, for
ye'll admit yersel’ if that's awantin a's awantin’.  Ye'll
mind the king's son’s feast? The servants didna
only tell that a'thing was ready, but they compelled
them to come in,”

The young preach - was too intelligent not to see
the aptness of the criticism, and when George had
retired, he said to his friend :

1 have been criticised by learned Professors and
Doctors of Divinity, by fcllow-students and relatives;
but that good old man has given me more insight into
wnat preaching should be than all the others put
together.  Ihapeas long as1 live 1 shall never again,
. Yen delivering God’s message to my fellow-men,
forget to tell them *how to get there'”




