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gret with which they sever tha tie between Mr.
Torrance and his congregation, and of the regard
and esteem in which they have all along held him as
aminister warm- hearted, prompt and conscientious in
the discharge of pastoral duty, as 2 brother gencrous
and true in his relations to the members of the Pres-
bytery with which he has been so long connected, and
as a helper wise in counsel and efficient in service, in
the several positions in connection with the public
work of the Church, to which, on account of his special
qualifications, he has often been called. The Presby-
tery furthermore expresstheir satisfaction atthe pros.
pect of having Mr. Torrance still among them, their
desire that he should retain the Clerkship, and their
hope that he will continue to give his valued advice
and aid in the operations of the Presbytery, and in
the promotion of the various schemes of the Church;
and with a view to these things, memorialize the
Assembly to avthorize the retention of his name on
the roll of Presbytery.” Maved by Mr. Ball, seconded
by Mr. J. C. Smith: “That the Presbytery express
their sympathy with the congregation in the circum.
stances in which they are now placed ; pledge them.
selves to do whatever may be in their power, in the
way either of counsel or of aid, to give practical ex-
pression to their sympathy ; and commend them to
the care of Him who knows how to make all things
work together for the good of His Church and the
accomplishment of His all-wise purpose.”

P

GOSPEL WORK.

THE MOODY AND SANKEY CAMPAIGN.

In Glasgow the work goes on steadily and power-
fully, with happy co-operation from 2 large number
of the resident ministers, including representatives
from all evangelical denominations. From Edinburgh
there continue to appear striking testimonies of the
power of the work there. One paper says:

“The great gatherings at the Corn Exchange are
being attended with extremely satisfactory results,
A class of persons is being reached on whose ears, un-
happily, the glad tidings very rarely fall. The thieves,
the drunkards, and the fallen of both sexes are being
reached, and, more, the Word is being preached with
peculiar power. Take one case as an example of
many others: The otber night, as Mr. hoody was
proclaiming deliverance for repentant sinners, one
sin-stricken soul was sorely troubled. He had com-
mitted almost every offence named in the Decalogue.
He had been a drunkard, he bad been a blasphemer,
he had been a thicf; there were few crimes against
God and man that he had not committed. There
was, however, one encrmity, the thought of which
rose up and smote him, and before which his other
sins, frreat as they were, seemed to fade into compar-
alive nothingness. His conscience accused him of
having but a few hours before been engaged in de-
bauching the minds of the young by selling to them
abominable literature. Some of the hateful books he
bad in his pocket at the very moment Mr. Moody was
speaking, and such was the searching character of the
preacking, so surely was the man smitten by the
sword of the Spirit, that he was busy rending these
pamphlets as he listened, and, we are happy to add,
beheved. His conduct he afterwards confessed, with
deep contrition, to one of the Christian workers, a
magistrate in the city, and since that pight, by the
kindness of some friends, he has since been dealiog
1 a far different, a far purer, and a far healthier kind
of iterature. He now excresses his sansa of the hap-
piness he has received as the result of that night’s
attendance at the Corn Exchange.

* Rev. G. Wilson, of Cramond, related the following
remarkable cases that he had met with at the Com
Excharnge meetings :— .

“* 1 noticed oae man,'who ssemed to be about the
worst man in the meectiag, but there was something
intellectual about him, and as Mr. Sankey was siging
“Take me as I am,” he seemed to collapse. Hewas
2 wicked-lcoking man; but when I asked him to

- comeinto a comer with me, he did gladly. I took

oat my Bible, and we had a long talk tcgether; and
be 13ld me the story of himself and wife, and summed
itup by, *1 wonder that we have not been stepping
into hell every day of our lives” 1 said, “*Do you
§ waot the Lord to forgive you?® “Yes,” he said. 1
| then said, “ Kaeel down and ask the Lord to have
wercy on you.” I have heard many marvellous prayers,
§ but never 2 more wonderful prayer than that, and 1
believe that before wo separated he saw his true con-

dition in the sight of God. I told him that I did not
live in Edinburgh, but that if he would give me kis
address I would get some oune to look after him. He
then asked me for my address, saying. ¢ Mind, there
is no humbug about rie. 1 have gone for Christ to-
night, and I want Him te keep me.” 1 gave him text
after text. He got very impaticat, and at last said,
“ ] want to get home to tell my wife,” which convinced
me of thereality of his determioation to live a changed
life. He was a man with shrewd Scotch common-
sense, taken hold of and dealt with by the Spirit of God.

“f Let me mention another case. 1 came to the
Corn Exchange the night of that terrible mist,and, as
you may imagine, after walking five miles mn it my
mind was not much excited. The moment I entered
the building I was asked by Mr. Moody to talk to a
man whose history was ten times worse than the one
already referred to. I do not think that I ever heard
such a story of complication, or of such a subtle net-
work of dissipation as the devil had woven round that
man. But he was perfectly willing to have the net
broken, that he might go free. His cry was, “ Tellme
how!” It would be wrong to say that I left him
rejoicing. I hope it will be long before he can rejoice
in view of his past career.’”
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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
LESSON IX.

POWER OVER EVIL SPIRITS.

Mar. 22, }
1883.

{ Mark v,
1+30,
GoLnexn TeExT.—** For thls purpose the Son of

God was manifested, that He might destroy the

worksof the dovil."—1 John 3:8.

Tinmg. — The morning following vur last lesson—October,
A.D. 28.

Prace.—Eastem shore of the Iake of Galilee, about
half way down ;if ‘Gergesenc.,” as in Matthew which is,
probably mote Jiterally exact.

PARALLEL.—Matt. 8: 28-34 ; Luke 8 : 26-39.

HINTS TO TEACHERS.

Dangers.—The subject of evil spirits is to some per-
plexing, and, as Zrenc’ remarks, one on which some scho.
lars may ask questions that will trouble you. Don't
try to exphin where you don’t know. You do know
this, and may safely say it, that evil spirits having been
permitted to afflict both mind and body, the results were
thase before us, and not simply insani'y ot epileptic frenzy,
and that this evil power was the means of showing the
greater power of Jesus, and an assurance of His ultimate
complete triumph over the kingdom of Satan.

Notes and Comments.—Ver. 1. *'Gzadarenes:” Mat-
thew, Gergesenes. Gadara is south-east of thesouthernend
of the lake; Gergesa, now called Chersa, site ixed by Dr.
Thomson, better answers to the narrative. Near the shore
a mountain tises above it, and the ruwns of arcient tombs
are found there, while Capernaum is in full view.

Ver. 2. “Methim—aman:"” Matthew saystwo—no con-
tradiction ; thisone likely the more prominent and violent.
% With: " lit. ** in anunclean spitit.” The prepusitioa is very
forcible.

Ver. 3. “Tombs." caves, natoral or cut out of the
rocks—used to-dayin many parts of the East, and in this
very distrizt. as duellings by the poorer classes.

Ver. 4. Vain attempts had been made to bind him—it
was needful, 2« he was dangerous topassersby.—Mau, 8 : 28,

Ver. 5. ** Night and day :* sleepless, and as Luke tells
us, naked—a fearful picture of the physical state of one under
the influence of demons ; a type otthe spiniual degradation
and misery of those who are Satan's.

Ver. 6. *“When he saw : " wonderful influcnce of Jesus
vpoa the demoniac; *‘ran and :™ against the will of the
demon, butthe man wanted help, and felt that here st was.

Ver. 7. **What have Ito do2"—What have we in com-
mon? \Vby interferest thou with us? **Jesus,”etc.  The
demoniac spitits scem cverywhere to have known the
Saviour; ** Tormentmenot,” Matt., ¢ Artthou come hither
to torment us before the time?”  The language of defiance
joined to a senwe of weakness.  This is demoniacal.

Ver. 8. “He said:™ rather ** was saying.” The lan-
guage implies but onc demon; vs. 9-13 speak of many 3
obeving the one as a legion its commander.

Ver.9. *“Wiat is thy name?” the man was asked.
The demon seplied through him, ** Legion,™ used, as with
us, for an indedinitely lasge number, *“*many.” As B.5gpel
says, **1{ s0 many could meet in a single nest, what myriads
maust be in the world 1"

Ver. 10. ‘' Besought him—not send—out of the coun.
try:" cxplained by Luke's accoant {8:3t) not to go into
the decp—1that is, theabyss, their owa place; they wanted
to remain on the carth,

Vers. 11, 12, ** Near to ithe mountains :  rather * the
mountain”—at its base. *‘Swine:” likely enoughthe pro-

ny of Jews who thos violated the Mosaiclaw, ** Besought
im '—**If thou cast us out”—Matt. §: 31, Much asthey
cluag to their habitation in the poor possessed one, they
felt that they had to go, and rather than into the abyss,
they would po into the swinz.

Ves. 33 **Gave them leave:" there 1s much that is

stranpe and startling in this verse.  We cannot understand
it folly, but can grasp the idea that the destruction of two

\thousand swine was a small price for the deliverance of 3

.

man from the power of Satan.  OF the action.of the de.
mons on the swine we know nothing bLeyond what is scen
in the yesults.

Ver. 34 The swincherds fi:d, carrying the story to
Gemgesa and the adjacent villag-s, and v.s the rcatrered huts
of the peasantry. ** They wentout: " Matthew says, ** The
whole cuty."”

Ver. 15, Marvellous change, beautiful picture, * Sit-
ting+" [ uke8 - 35 <ays ** Atthe feet of Jesus™  Cluhed
and in his right mind.” Theywere *‘afrmd” in v 4, and are
sull afrawd, but with a duferent fear.

Ver. 16. The whole stoty was told, doubtless over and
over again, by the herdmen, and carnied away to spread
like a circling wave through all the region,

Ver, 37, * Pray Him to depans:" they feared this wonder
wotker ~what might Henotdo? He had spokenprace tothe
raging storm, He h.d cast out the demons, but 1ie would
not compel thote to receive Him who did not so desie,

Ver, 58. ** Be with Him =" how natural 10 wish to be by
the side of lis deliveret]l  There was safety from his ene.
mies ; yet Jesus. fut wise purpuses,** suffered lum not.” e
had wark for himiody ** Gulumeiel.” his grautude would
be shown, and hissafety lay insesvice. Why tell this man to
do what He had previously furhiddento anuther?  Puainly,
because as he was leaving che cuuntey the evil results which
arose from the other’s disubedience would not follow,

Ver. 20 *“ Decapolis - ** tencities onthat side of the Jor-
dan; this was one.

Topical Analysis.—(1) The manwithan unclean spirit,
1-5. (2) The demone, Jesus, and theman, 6-15. (3) What fol-
lowed the cure, 10.20.

‘What and How to Teach.—On the first topic you
can show the effect of the evil spirit on one map, a misery
to himself and a terror to others, homeless, frendless,
his hand sgainst every man, dwelling in the tombs, or rov-
inglike abeastuver the mountains ; not to be bound—no, not
with chains and fetters ; .. .t to be tamed, or brought wathin
the influences of a much-boasted civilizstion, Draw
this picture, then ask your class to muluplyit a thousand
million-fold, and to imagine a world full of such men. It
is horror almost Leyond conception, and yet it is just what
the world mipht be, physically as well asmorally, were the
carc and lordship of vur EHeavenly Fathsr removed from
it. Show further how sin, which is nune other than 2
demoniacal possession, brings men down to the levei of
this poor wretch. Thete are passions which, indulged in,
make those 5o possessed beasts and dewil:. It is only the
lowest depth this side hell, of which what are called *‘linle
sins” are the first downward sieps; it is vpening the door
into which 2 legion of devils may enter. ~ All sin 1s self-
destructive ; it bungs suffering, misery aed dex.h, while it
inflicts also the most teruble injary on others—for this see
Rom. 3:13-:8.

Oa the second topic you can show how here is an illus-
tration of James 2:19. The demons knew and tremb'ed
at Him whose Almighty power coutd restrain and pumish
them at His will. Point out how they uttered atruth they
did not intend when they said * \What have we to do with
thee?” Christ and Satan have nothing in common, nor
have the children of each.  As far as byht from darkness,
asfar as heaven from hell, are thedewres, the aspirations, and
the prospects of those who are thechildien of Gud from those
of whom it can be said * Ye ase of your fither. the devil”
~—John 8: 44. Note the power andzuthority of Christ as in
lesson 2, chap. 1. 14 28, to whiti tutn.  There 14 no parley
with the demon., it as **Cume cut,” and they felt the man.
date must be obeyed ; they oniy begged for respate that the
final doom might not come upon them * before the trme "—
Matt. 8: 29. \Why they asked to gointo the swine, o- why
Jesus permitted i, you nced not discuss, for, Jike many
other things, it cannut be answered sausfaciont y.  Let the
devils po and the swine 100 ; Christ and the healed man are
our central figures. Wunderful change ! the restless ma-
niac is quietly sitting—he who hzd torn lis clothing to
shieds, doubtless, as he wore no clothes—Luke S: 27,
now clothed, 2nd, most wouderful, ** 1n his nghtm:nd.” Do
not forget to show that this is just what Jesus is doing to-
day by His Gospel. Many can tetl of changes, morally and
sptritually, as martvellous as passed over this man.  The
wilest and most violent transfurmed intothe meck and gentle
follower of Jesus.

Oa the tAird topic it will b sufficient to nnte that self-
interest sent Jesus away from these people, never, so far as
we know, to return—see 1 John 2: 15. His mumcle bad
touched their propenty ; and sooner 1han tun the rik of t it
bappening again, they were withng to lose all the blessiy
which His presence wouldbring.  And they lost them. No
sick healed-—-nn dead raised there.  Oh ! blinding power of
this world.  But the man--blessed contrasi—he wanted to
be wa'h Christ  now and always.” 1le was not permuted,
for the Masser hai work for hum to do, and mght heartily
he didit. **Tell how great things the Loid hath done for
thee.” And right through all that region of the ten cities he
went, telling the story of his deliverance, * and all men did
marvel,” Happy they who can tell the story of a Savivur's
fove tothem!

Incidental Lcssons.—\When Chust asks a sacrifice
from men, how many would rather send Hum away 2

That the ust of gain is opposed to the progressof Christ's
kingdom.

That it is possible to send Christ away ; He will not stay
where te is not wanted.

Maln Lassons —There are men to-day under the power
of Satan—Rom, 3: 10.18; 2 Thess. 2: 3-12; 2 Tim. 3: 13,

Miscry, self-torment and destruction s 1he lot of the
slaves of Satan—I«, 1. 465 Rom. 6. 2123; Gal. 3:
19-21 3 so did Adam, Cain, Pharaoh, David, Absalom and
others find.

Christ, and Christ alone has the power to deliver—Prov.
20: 95 1John x: 75 3:5.

When men arce found 2t the feet of Jesus, then only are
they in their right mind. So thought Paul—Rom. 4 : 7;
3 Tim. 1: 12163 ¥ Cor. 1: 16.24. Thotwe whom Christ
has healed should tell what great things the Lord hath done
for them—1 Tim. 1:17; 1 Pet.2: 9.



