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table, and, on the Speaker return-
ing, business is gone on with as
if no interruption had occurred.
XVhen the Speaker leaves the chair,
upon thle House going into Coni-
mittee of the Whole, the nace is
removed froni the table and plact.d
under it, being returned to its olçI
position upon his resumption of the
chair. Wheu the Speaker enters
or leaves the House at its adjourn-
ment, the mace is borne before
hini, reniains ç.ith bum until the
nezt sitting, and accompanies bim
upon ail State occasions, «'in which
he shali always appear in his gown. "
May tell us, that lin earlier tinies
it was not the custorn to prepare a
formai, warrant for executing the
orders of the House of Conimons,
but the serjeant arrested persons
with the mace, without any written
authority, and at the present day
he takes stran gers into custody who
intrude theniselves into the House,
or otherwise misconduct theni-
selves. in vii tue of the general
orders of the House atid without
any specific instruction," and the
Speaker, accomnpanied by the mact,
bas simular powers. We learn,
froni May again. that '«when a
witness is in the custody of the
serjeant-at-arnis, or is brought from,
a prison in custody. it is the usual,
but not the constant, practice for
the serjeant to stand with the maco
at the bar. WVhen the mace is on
the serjeant's shoulder, the Speaker
bas the sole management:- and no
member may speak or even suggest
questions to the Chair." To obviate
this difficulty. it is now customary
to place the niace upon the table
when a witness is at the bar, so that
any member nlay propose a ques-
tion to bum through the Speaker.
Hatsell says, that «"froxi the earliest
account of Peers being admitted
into th*le House of Commons, the
mode of receiving them seenis to
have been very niucb the sanie as
it is at present; that is, that they
%were attended froni the door by
the serjat and the mace, making
thr-ce obiances to the House; that

they had a chair set for theni witbin
the bar, on the left band as they
enter. in which they sat down
covered; and if they hiad anything
to deliver to the House, they stood
up and spoke uncovered: the ser-
jeant stand ing by thern al] the time
with the mace; and that they with-
drawv making the sanie obeisance
to the House, and the serjeant with
the mace accornpanying theni to
tîxe door. " No mnember is at any
tine allowed to pass between tbe
Chair and the table, or betw'een tbe
Chair and the inace wvhett it is
taken off the table by the serjeant.
It is employed, too, to enforce
attendance of Commit-enien, sit-
ting on special or other c 'nimittees,
at times wben the Speaker finds it
impossible to otherwise make a
House at the hour for the coma-
mencement of the day's session.
The appearance of the serjeant witb
thie mace 'iissolvcs any comnîittee
then sitt;ng, and, to avoid tbis
catastrophec, it is usual to send a
messengec in advance to announce
bis advent. and so give the con-
mittee tume to adjourn.

Some disagreement exists aniong
the authorities as to the history of
thie mace now in use in the British
Flouse of Commons. Hatsell asserts
that it wa made for Charles I.;
May says that, after the death of
Charles I., a new niace was pro-
cureô, which wvas taken away by
Cromwell's order, iqth April, 1653,
restored on the Sth of july of the
sanie year, and continued in use
until the presvnt tume; and others
c-ntend that tbe mace now belong-
ing to and preserved by tbe College
of Physicians is tbe veritable
"bauble." It may bo added that,
for safe keeping, it is placed during
the period of prorogation, in the
Jevel Ot-fice, sa that similar obscu-
rity as to its future history is flot
likely to prevail.

Of the early history of the
mace in Uppier Canada, we bave
undoubted proof, in the present
existence of that first so employed.
It is iii appearance as primitive as


