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his Yeisure houvrs in poring over the pages of Milton, Young, Thom-
son, Cowper, Addison, &e, Inthe winter of the year in which
he attained his majority, ho commenced, under the direction of a
brother-inJaw, who was an accomplished scholar, the study of
mathematics. About the same time he entered on the study of
the Latin language, for the purpose of reading Virgil in the original.
He soon after turncd his attention to Freneh, which he mastered
with wenderful facility. He then acquired the Spanish, and
afterwards the Greek and German languages.  During two winters
he devoted nearly all his time to study, but he was occupied a
large portion of his time during spring and summer in working at
his trade as a blacksmith, and in this exemplary way, acquiring
the means of subsistence.

¢« When about twenty-three years old, he accepted an invitation
10 teach a grammar.school, but this employment dul not suit his
conventence, or his inclination.  He was then engaged for a year
or two as an agent for a manufacturing company, when he return-
ed to his anvil, and has since been industriously engaged in the
honourable occupation of a blacksmith, to which he was appren-
ticed 1o hia youth ; but devotes all his leisure hours to hierary
pursuits.  After having mastered the Hebrew, Greek, and Latin
languages, and all the languages of modern Europe, he turned his
attention to Qriental literature, and i1 order to avad himself of the
facilities allorded by the valuable library of the American Anti-
quarian Society at Worcester, he removed to that place, where he
has cver since resided, and been regarded as a usefut and ex-
emplary citizen. By dint of hard labour he has becomse a pro-
ficient in the most difficult languages of Asia, and in mev | of those
Janguages of Europe which are now nearly disused and obsolete—
amang them are Gaelic, Welsh, Celtie, Saxon. Gothic, Icelandic,
Russian, Sclavonie, Armenian, Chaldaie, Syriac, Arabic, Ethio-
pic, Sanscrit, and Tamul ! It was stated in a puklic mecting, in
1838, by Governor Everitt, that Me Burritt, by that time, by Ais
unaided industry alone, kad made himself acquainted with Furry
LayGuAGES—DMr. Busritt shows no disposition to relax from his
labours. tle usually devotes eight hours to labour, eight hours to
study, eight hours to physical indulgence and repose ; and by
pursuing this course, he enjoys the advantages—vainly coveted
by many literary men—those connected with ¢« a sound mind ina
healthy body.” Nor does he confinc his labours to the mere ac-
quisition of literary wealth—he also diffuses 1t with a liberal hand.
He has written many valuable articles for periodicals of high stand-
ing; he has delivered many lectures which have been replete with
interest and valuable information ; and has been repeatedly listened
to by large and highly respectable audiences, in New York,
Philadelphia, and other places, with edification and delight. He
has not yet reached the meridian of life, and it is to be hoped that
many years of usefulness are still before him ; he is, indeed, a man
of whom New England may well be proud.”

The following extract from a letter written by Elihu Burritt, in
1839, to Dr. Nelson, a gentlemman who had taken some interest in
his history, displays the simple, unassuming, earnest character of
the man, in a very interesting point of view ::—

¢ An accidental allusion to my history and pursuits, whick: 1
made unthinkingly, w a ictter to a friend, was, 10 my unspeakatle
surprise, brought before the public as a rather ostentatious debit¢
on my part to the world ; and I find myself involved in a species
of notoriety, not at all in consonance with my feelings. Those
who have been acquainted with my character, from my youth up,
will give me credit for sincerity when I say, that it never entered
my heart to blazon forth any ucquisition of my own. I had until
the unfortunate denouement which I have mentioned, pursued the
even tenor of my way unnoticed, even among my brethren and
kindred. None of them ever thought that I had any particular
gentus, as it is called ; I never thought so myseif. Allthat I have
accomphished, gr expect or hope to accamplish, has been and will
be by that plodding, patient, persevering process of accretion
which builds the ant-heap—particle by particle, thought by thought,
fact by fact. And if I ever was actuated by ambition, its highest
and farthest aspiration reached no farther than the hope to set be-
fore the young men of my country an example in employing those
fragments of tune called “odd moments.” And, sir, 1 should
esteem it an honour of costlier water thar the tiara encircling a
monarch’s brow, if my activity and attainments should encourage
American working men to be proud and jealous of the credentials
which God has given them to every eminence and immuaty in
the empire of mind. These are the views and sentiments with
which I have sat down night by night, for years, with blistered
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hands and brightening hope, to studies which 1 ho?ed might b
serviceable to that class of the community to which { am proud to
belong. This is my ambition. This isthegoal of m'y aspirations,
But, not only the mize, but the whole course liés belore me, per-
haps beyond my reach. ¢I count mydelf not yet lo have attained’
to anything warthy of public notice or private mention ; what [
may do is for Providence to determine.

“ As you expressed a desire in your letter for some account of
my past and present pursuits, I shall hope to gratify you on this
potnt, and also recfy a misapprehension which you with many
others may have entertained of my acquirements. With regard
10 my attention to the lunguages, a study ol which I am’ not so
fond as of mathematics, I have tried, by a kind o1 practical and
philosophical process, to contract such a familiar acquainiance
with the head of a family of languages, as to introduce me to the
other rnembers of the same family. Thus, studying the Hebrew
very critically, T became readily acquainted with s cognato
languages, among the principal of which are the Syriac, Cheldaic,
Arabic, Samaritan, Ethiopic, &c. The languapes of Europe oc-
cupicd my attention immediately sfter I had finished my classics ;
and 1 studied French, Spanish, Italian, and German, under native
teachers. Afterwards I pursued the Portuguese, Flemish, Danish,
Swedish, Norwegian, Icelandic, Welsh, Galic, Ceitic. I then
ventured on further east into the Russian empire ; and the Scla.
vonic opened to me about a dozen of the languages spoken in that
vast domain, between which the affipity is as marked as that be-
tween the Spanish and Portuguse.  Besides those, I have attend-
ed to many different European dialects still in vogue. 1 am now
trying to push on eastward as fast 2s my wesns will permit,
hoping ta discover still farther analogies among the oriental langu-
ages, which will assist my progress.”

Amongst his works of philenthropy, Elihu Burritt issues weekly
1,000 or 1,200 of hix ¢¢ Olive Leaves™? for the press } and, in proof
of his powers of writing, we tnay mention the fact,—a fact perfect-
ly unparalleled in the annals of periodical literature,—that the
articles thus forwarded are regularly printed in about Ehree Aundred
newspapers in various parts of the Union.

BEREAVED MOTHERS.
(By ¢ Ann Jane,” in British Mothers’ Magazine.)

Afflictions aro often the instruments of increasing and matur-
ing the fruits of rightecousness ; certain it is, they never leave
us as they find us; cither our bearts are made more holy by
them, or they drive us further away from happiness and God.
‘There was one who in early life was written childless—her
three beautiful sons were taken from her @ one week ! "and
their places werv never supplied. The little student of seven
years was smitten while over his books, the second at bis sports,
the youngest on his mother’s knee. The daepest Aumility, the
most earnest searchings of heart. were the immediate results of
this bureavement ; it dwelt on her mind that for some deficiency
in her Christian charactor this chastisement had been appoint.
ed, the language of her contrite prayer was, « Lord, what wilt
thou have me to do?”” and he told her. She became a mother
in Isracl; a sleepless untiring benevolence was the striking
lineament of her life ; and after the stroke of widowhood fell
upon her, and shc stood entirely alone, it seemed as if every
vestige of selfishness wss extinct, and that her whele existence
was dovoted to the good of others ; but particulaxly to children
was she useful, and was seen, we arc told, at the age of four-
score and eight, beautiful through the goodness that never
waxeth old.

We have read of a young mother who had newly buried her
first.born. Her pastor went to visit her, and on finding her
sweetly resigned, ho asked her how she had attained such
resignation,—she replied, I used to think of my boy confinu-
ally—whether sleeping or waking,—to me he seemed more
beautiful than other children. I was disappointed if visitors
omitted to praise his eyes,or his curls, or thé robes that I
wrought for him with my ncedle. At first f believed it the
natural current of & mother’s love. Then I foared it was pride,
and sought to humble myself before Him who resisteth the
proud. One night in dreams I thought§un angel stood beside
me, and said, ¢ Where is the little bud thou nursest inrthy besom 7
I am sent to tako it away? Whers is thy little harp? Giveiit
to me? Itis like those which sound the praise of God in
heaven.” I awoke in tears; my beautiful boy droop>d like a



