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the city and the temple. “When Burape,
stung with these disasters, pourdd fotth
another crusade, the "Femyile, it the battle
before Acre, which the Christians were be-
sieging, upheli the fight with the loss of
'more than half their number ; in the at-
tack upon Gaza, during the Carizmian.in-
vasion, only thirty-three Templars escap-
ed ; and when, after barren victoriesand
losses which European enthusiasm would
no longer replace, they were driven to
Acre, the *Femplars and Hospitallers per-
sisted to the last, though a safe retreat was
open and no hope existed - of saving the
_place. . ¢
¢ William de Beaujeu, the' Grand ‘Mas-
ster of the Temple, a veteran wartiorof a
‘hundred fights, took the command of the
garrison, which amounted to about twelve
thousand men, exclusive of theforces of the,
"Temple and the Hospital, and a'body of
‘five hundred foot and two hundred horse,
-under the command oftheKing of Cyprus.,
"These forces were distributed along the
walls in four divisions:; the first of which
-swas commanded by Hugh de Grandison, an
English knight. The 8id and the feeble,
women aund children, were sent away “by.
:sea to the Christian island of Cyprus:; and
‘none remained in‘the devoted city but
*those who were prepared to fight in its de-
tfence, or to suffer martyrdem at the-hands
ofthe Infidels. IThe siegedastedsix weeks,
‘during the whole-of\which period the sal-
‘lies and the attasks wereincessamt. Nei-
ther by night mor by day did the shouts of
the assailants and the noise of the military
-engines cease.; the ‘walls wrere 'battered
without, and the foundations were sapped
‘hy miners, who were incessantly labouring
to advance their works. Tore *than six
‘hundred catapults, balliste, and other in-
.struments of destruction, were directed
against the fortifications.; and the ‘batter-
ting-machines were of such immense sze
-and weight, that = hundredwaggons avere
-required to'transport the separate timbers
of one of :them. Moveable towers were
«erected by the Moslems, so as to overtop
ihe walls ; their workmen and advanced
parties were protected by hurdles covered
with raw hides ; and all the militagy con-
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trivances the age could produce were useli
to facilitate the assault. For a long time
their utmost éfforts were foiled by the va-
lour of the heseiged, wwho made constant
sallies upon theirworks,tburnt their towers
and machines, and destroyed their miners,
‘Day by day, however, the numbers of the
garrison werethinned by thesword, whilst
in the enemy’s camp the places of the dend
were constantly supplied by fresh warriors
from the deserts of Arabia, animated wit;
the same *wild fanaticism in the cause of
their religion asthat which so cminemtly
distinguished the-military monks of the tem-
ple. On thedth-of Mayafier thirty-three
days of constant 'fighting,ihs great tower,
considered the key of the fortffications, und
called by the Moslems lhe'eursed fower,
was thrown'down by the mniilitary engines.
To increase the terror -and distraction of
the besieged, Sultan ‘Khali- nsounted three
hun@red drummers with their drums upon
as wapy -dremedaries, and -commandel
them to méke as much noise as possible
whenever a general aseaiit ‘wes -ardered,
From the 4ih to the-14ith of May, the at.
tacks were incessant:; on the f5:h the dou-
ble wall was forced ;.and the King of Cy.
prus, pauic-stricken, ‘fled in the night to
his ships, and made sail for the island of
Cyprus with all his followers, and with
nearly three thousand of'the best men of
the garrison. *On the *morrow, the Sara
cens dttacked 'the post 'he had deserted’;
tbey ‘Hlled up the ditcheswvith dead men
and horses, piles of woed, stanes, and earth;
and their trumpets then sounded to the as
sault. Ranged under the yellow honnerof
Mahomet the Manilodks forcedthe breach,
and penetrated savord in hand to the very
centre of the city ;*but their'victorious ca-
reer and insulting shouts were there stop-
ped by ‘the mali-clatl knights -of the Tem-
iple and the Hospitdl, whocharged on horse-
'back through the narrow streets, drove
them back withimmense carnage, and pre-
cipitated them herdlong from the walls.

¢ At-suprise the following moraing, the
air resounded with the deafening noise of
drums and trumpets ; and the breach was
carried and recovered several tiies; the

militury friars at last closing up the pus




