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in tho dry rotten wood of idccayed tree, -%vichl
theyline withithe hair of sonme animal, and layfronu
six to twelve e.ggs, white, spckled witli brownisli
red. The youing, as sooil as thiey are fledged,
chiatter and skIp about withi ail the vivacity of
tlieir parents, and through ftic autunrn and
winter, the wlîo]e faiily continue to associate
togethier, rovimg tlirouglî the woods, or entering
familiarly into, our gardons and yards iii searcli
of thieir niultifarious food, whiclî consists not
only of insects, their larvie and egg(s, and of
seeds of varlous kinds, but of crunîabs, alld even
scraps of iiieat, wvhich inay liave been dropped
about the yards or the dloor-stops.

The note of the ]Black Cap Titmiouse (it eaul
scarcely bc calcd a, son") possesses but littie
varuety. Besides the wvell-kznowl hhik dee-
dc>," lîowevcr, it lias one or tivo clearly whviistled
and rather melaiiclioly notes, whichi it frcquently
utters whoen flitting froiii troc to, tree iii soarcli
of its insect prcy. The plumiage of t-his bird is
black on thec throati hlead, and back of the neck;
the checks,, and a lino to, the base of the bihl,
white. Upper part of the body greyishi-brown;
flic wingcy darkor, edged -ivit1î -%hlito. The lower
part of the body white, tinged ivith -revishi
browýNn; bill, black; legs, bluish-grc-y.

Froquiently associated with the Titmnice at this
seasonl, and forniug with themi a bnisy, active,
noisy group, are flic Nut1îatches and ]Brown
Troc Creepers. There are two species of Nut-
hatéli met withî ùi our woods-tlie white breastod
and th'u Red-bellied Nuithaz-tch. The Red-bellied
Nuthatcli <jSittct haîadcnsis) is the more comnon
of tle, two, more especially in the Pine ;'Vood1s,
for whicli it seems to have ail especial predilc-
tion. It lma:y be met with, thlero -ali the year
round,> moving restlessly fromn irc te treel ex-
amlining every. hol and cranny in the bark,
frequemtly rapping agairist it witlî its biU.allad
detaching smalA fragments, in order to get at
the inseets hidfden underneati. Its mionotonouis
kank, kank, kamîI., is ]ueard at ahmost every
hop, as it diligently pursues its searcliu p to, the
-very top of tho t-ilcest pines.

The nest of this Nutlhatch, is generally miade
in flue bottom of soi-e dead stump, at no great
heiglit froin the ground. The eggs, four in
nuinber, are smali, white writh a deep blush, and
sprmnIled witli reddisli dots. The general
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colour of the plumage abovo is a lighit leaden
gray; the under parts broivnisli-rcd. The top
of the ]îoad is bus-b a , long '.Vite lino
passes over the oye, a broader line of black froin
the bill to thie'oye and down, the neck; tle
thiroat -%hlite, primiary quiils dlusky; îargined
with. greyisli-blue; tail fcathors blackIsh, tuie
two miiddle onos leaden coIourA the lateral ones
white towards the end.

The White-breasted Nutlhatchi (Siffi Caro-
liiiensis) is noT, se numlerous as the one jiust
dcscribed, aithougli, like " the 1~dblid"it is
foiud i» ilost pa-rts of Canada. It, too, duringc
the sunimer, gives a preference to tho- nost se-
cluded parts of the forest, but cornes aboiut oir i
orchards i~dfarrn-yards at the approac.hL of
winter. P shows but littie fear of mn; fre-
quently, wviîen ivatchig one of the2ni searching
for inseots, on the trunlk of somne 1111ge pine, the i
littie fchlow lias crept do-wn tili alniost at the
bottoii of tho troc, and oiily a fewv foot fromi ne,

adciging to, the bark, head dloNmvrd, ro

garded mie wvith a quaiîut look for soveral seconds,
before fiyiug« off to, the noxt tall pine or liemloch.
Thiis species liollows out~ a, place for its nest in
the branchi or trunik of sorne decayed troc ; il
sometines it contents itself with a deserted
luole of a WVoodlpeckoer.1

The eggs, five or six in numiber, are d1ihi
w]hite, spotted ivitli brown at the laggr end.

The notes of thie White-breasted Nutuat-fiu are I
louder than those of the Red-bellied, but thiey
resenîble the sanie mionosyllablos. I.ank, kcavk,

-tn, ttercd with a peculiarly nasal sound.
The plumage is deep black, glossed Nvitli bine

on the uppor part of tho Ilead and back of tho
nceck. The back, wing and tail coverts, and
mniddle. feathiers of the tail, lighit greyisli-blue.
Quils black, edged wli bluislî grey; thic
later-al tail féathers black, witlî a broadt baud of
white near the end, flue, rest black, excep-,tingy
the mniddlo ones. Tho sides of the ]îead, space
above tilo oye, foreneck -and breast, whîite;
abdomen and, lowver tail coverts brownish red,
witli white tips; under wing coverts, black.

WViîen Noveniber arrives,, and the 'wveather
bocomes stiil coldler andl more ungenial, another
dweller iii the forets makes its appearauce, and
liko the Nuthatélies and Titmice, pays occasional
visits to our orchards and gardons.


