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Clippi ugs
A Newv York, dealer in meclicinal

tables received sortie time ago aiî
order to send six dozen boxes of
his goods to a clruggist doing busi-
ness iii San Francisco. 'l'le entire
shipniient wveighied sixteen potinds.
To send the goods b>' express
would cost $3, that b in, the rate
for twenty pounids adopted b>' the
express comipanties, and si.xteen
would not be carried for less. l'le
goods wvere finaîlly forwvarded by
mail at a cost of $2.46 cents-a
saving Of 54. cents ; but to go at
this price the>' fiad to be divided
into six packages, each one separ-
ately addressed and l)repaid b>' 41
cents in starnps afflxed.

UNUSED STAMPS

How Uticle Samn Redeet's Etvel-
opes thiat are Spoilect

or Misclirecteci
One of the miost interesting

branches of the postal service is
that wJiicli is devoted to the re-
deerningy of stam ped envelopes
which have beeni nisdirectecl. A
person of an observing turn cati
sJ)efd ,a very profitable haîf hour
there an>' tinie listening to the
stories told b>' the nien anci wvonen
of howv the>' camie to spoil 50 niuchi
valuable stationer>'. Indeed, it is
a rernarkable thing howv so mian>'
en velol)es get niisdirected, inan>'
large firrns returning theni in lots
of several thuusand at a tinie. 'lhle
clerks whio have to counit thein sa>'
that it is aIl gross carelessness, aind
thiey point to the wvay in wichl the
envelol)es are returned--sonie back
to back, and others folded and
twisted into ever>' possible shape.
Ail this mneans extra wvork for the

clcrks, whio have very littie spare
timie on thieir hands.

'lhle enivelopes are redeemie'd in
ail cases possible, rnany packages
being received which have obvious-
ly not been rnisdirected. For
instance, if a firrn goos ouit of busi-
ness and lias a quantity of envel-
opes left over, the chances are that
a inarking brush will be drawn over
the edges instead Of a few pen
scratches being niade on each
envelope. Thiere are niany, ways
in which envelopes cani be bpoiled
for business purposes, and if a list
of ail the peculiar cases were made
it would f111 a book. Oile rnazi
recently l)roughit in a boxful over
which lie had spilled a botule of
ink, *while another hiad a large
quantity that haci been badly
damiagcd b>' fire, and a third ap-
l)eared with a lot that he clainied
hiad been gnawed b>' mice.

''ie goveriimient, of course, ]oses
nothinig b>' these transactions. Lt
lias heen already paid for the
envelopes and I)riltil)g, and it
redeens onl>' the face value of the
starnps. 'lhle New York office
niakes paynifent not in cash, but in
postage starnps, and these stamnps
have to corne out of the regular
supp>', as the departmient at WVasli-
ington wil1 not recognize an>'
deiand until the rnisdirected
enivelopes have been cou nted.

'le Postniaster-General is urgyed
in sonie quarters to face the Music
of the postal rates, and go back to,
the one-cent letter charge in cities,
and a unirborm charge genterally.
Ïj. S. letters, for instance, coni eto
Canada at a 2C. rate, and ours go
to the U. S. 't 3c. Mhen the
charge of Sc. ilor registering is
pointeci out as unreasonable. 'P'wo


