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PLEASANT HOURS.

1S IT POSSIBLE.

KN weary, foots wa travellers,
¢ Allin woeful pight,
Sought shelter at a waysule inn
One durk and stormy night.

s Nine beds—no more,” the landlord said,
‘“Have | to ofter you ;

To cach of cight a single 100m,
But the ninth musg serve for two ™

A din arose.  The troubled host
Could only serateh his head ;

For of those tited men no two
Could occupy one bed,

The puzsied host was soon at ease
He wite nt clever man—

Anit 30 to please his guests devised
‘This most ingenious plan :

.............................

In room marked A two men were plaved ;
The thised he lodged in B ;

The futtrth to C was then assigned —
‘The tifth retired to .

Iu E the sixth he tucked away.
In I the seventh man 3

The erghth and ninth in G and H,
And then to A he ran,

Wherein the host, as T have said,
Had Liid two tavellers by,

‘Then taking one~—the tenth and last,
He lodged him safe in 1.

Niune single rootns—u room for each—
Were made to serve for ten.

And thivat is that puzsles me,
And muny wiser me.

THE RED SUNSETS.

AT Canada had
experienced, and
would exporience
still further, the
physical eflects of
tho great volcanic
explogion at Kra-
katoa, in the Straits of Sunda, was
little dreamed of here when in Angust
last the first intimtion of that appal-
ling volcanic eruption was received.
But the physical effects were experi-
enced, though not recogniz:d here, be-
fore the electric wire brought the news
of the earthquake—und even yet the
evidences of the explosion are visible
in our atmosphere. On the 27th of
August, carly in the morning, Kra.
katoa and the neighbouring parts of
the archipelago trembled nuder oune of
the most violent earthquukes recorded,
and then there burst forth from the
volcano & tremendous volume of stones,
smoke, dust, and ashes, streaming up
into the heavens at cannon-ball vel-
ocity, and spreading out like a pall for
hundreds of miles. Tho direct and
scrious  disturbance covered a lauigo
area of tho neighbouring islands and
seas. Part of tho coast sank bolow
the water level, and wholo islands and
even mountains disappeared ; moun.
tains, too, woere rent and fell apart,
while new islands and even s new
mountain rose above the sea, To add
fresh horror to the destruction wrought
by the earthquake, the upheaved land
produced an immense wave,

TWO HUNDRED FEET IN HEIGUT

in some places, which swept inland
utterly destroying soveral of the const
towns. Then in & widoning circle this
great wave apread castward across the
Pacific, and westward over the vast
Indian Ocean, and probably wuas felt
more or lesx over all the sews on the
globe. The wave was several hundred
miles broad, and truvelled to the
Mauritius at the rate of 480 miles an
hour ; to Port Elizabeth at 430 miles ;
and to Aden at the mouth of the Red

Sex at tho rate of 378 miles an hour.
A moro extended research will prob-
ably raveal this wave beating up the
Atlantic coasts with reduced height.
Tho civcling wave was similar in kind
to that produced on a small pond by
drapping u stono into the water,

A TREMENDOUS AIR WAVE,

But before this water wave could
reach distant coasts, tho moro easily
agitated ocean of air which overlies
and envelopes the globe conveyed a
heaving nir wave whoso only evidences
to us who move along the bottom of
tho atmospheric gen was the rise and
fall of tho barometric coltmn, This
wavo circled in every direction from
the sceno of the explosion, widening
to a circumference of 24,000 miles,
and again contracting a8 the antipodes
of Krakatoa was reached, This wave
han been accurately recorded in various
parts of the globo, and a careful caleu-
lation given of its breadth and velocity.
It moved moro slowly ugainst the
prevalent west winds of the globe, then
oastward with these winds ; and more
slowly through the cold sir of the polar
regions thun through the warm air of
the tropics,

THE KRAKATOA WAVE AT TORONTO.

Mr. Carpmael, Superintendent of
Toronto Observatory, has the records
of the waves moving over Toronto.
The tirst wave, the crest of which
pussed over Toronto at 8.30 o'clock on
the evening after the Sunda explosion,
is well murked on the photographic
record of the baromever, This big
wave wag preceded by a small one,
runting a little over half an hour in
advance, and wmarked by an intrusion
of the white part of the paper into the
brown part. Then follows a deep
holiow, such as is noticed on the water
in advaunce of a large wave. The great
wave is marked by a sudden and great
rise, twico as high as the previous
hollow, and messuring on the paper
.046 of aninch. Then follows a long
slope, representing the back of the
wave, until tho natural level of the
barometer is reached.

A SECOND WAVE,

The sccond wave, or rather the wavo
which canmo from the Straits of Sunda
in the opposite direction, resembled
the first in general character, but was
scarcely so high. The crest of the
wave passed over Toronto eight hours
and fifteen minutes after the crest of
the first wave. Then the first wave,
sweeping back to Krakatua, repassed
thirty hours later, followed by & return
of the second wave six hours sitll
latee.

ovER 600 MILES AN HOUR.

The average rato of the wave that
passed over Toronto was a little slower
than in most parts of the world, owing
to the wave having to pass near both
the North and South Poles on its
march. The general movement of the
wave eastward with the prevailing
upper winds was 706 miles per hour,
and westward agninst them 674 miles.

Tiho wavo awept at least 3} times
round tho globe, traversing a distance
of 82,200 miles—a fact which indicates
how violent was the convalsion. The
record of seven passages of waves is
distinct at # large number of European
stations. The waves were over 700
miles broud.

TUE §0UND OF THE EXPLOSION.

It is interesting to notice that in
addition to the wator and air waves a

sound wave of unusual character ac-
companied the disturbance, The ecx-
plosion wan heard to the vorth of
Borneo, 1,200 miles noith-east of
Krakatos, and in Ceylon, 2,000 miles
westward,

THE RED SUNSETS,

More remarkable than those waves
is the extended diatribution of the duyt
and ashes poured forth during the
ernption, In the city of Batavia,1,200
miles eastward, ashes fell in a donne
shower to a depth of several inches,
and the darkness at midday was so
great that the strest lamps had to be
lighted. The shower of ushes was so
heavy that the Dutch residents com-
pared the after appearance of the city
to  mid-winter sceno in holland. But
the dust moved faster westward with
the trude winds acroas Ceylon, Africy,
Panama and the Sandwich Islands,
ulmost clear round the tropics, pro.
ducing as early as September and
October the blue sun of Ceylon and
the red sunsets. From the tropics the
counter trades seem to have carried the
fine dust northward and southward
towards either pole, for from every
continent came accounts of the strange
after-glow continuing for weeks or
months. In Toronto it has been visi.
ble since the middle or early part of
November, and at times has looked
like the glare of a great conflagration.
That this after-glow is really due to
volcanic dust floating up to a height of
at least eleven miles is becoming more
and more the accepted explanation of
the strange appearance of the heavens,
and the opinion is strengthened by
the analysis of the snow in Holland,
where volcanic ashes were found iden-
tical with thoss taken from Java to
to Paris for analysis,

RUSTING OUT.

NEW Eogland manufacturer
kept his mills running at a
> time when trade was depressed
and the demand for his good-
was intermitted. A neighbour who
knew this to be a fuct, asked him if he
was not running his mills at a daily
loss. “ Well, that depends on how
you count the loss,” replicd the manu-
facturer. “T get less money than 1
pay out every day I run those mills.
But, after all, I lose less by running
at that loss than I should lose by stop-
ping the mills aud letting the machin.
ery rust, and everything about the
establisthment go to waste from not
being used.” And the manufacturer
stated a truth which is operative in
every department of human action.
Rust is more destructive than friction,
It is very common to say, ** It's better
to wear out than to rust out.” Thero
is nothing that keeps one's strength
like tireless activity. There is noth.
ing that wastes one’s strength like
idicness. This truth is admirably re.
emphasized in a recent little poem by
Alicc Wellington Rollins, where shy
tolls of watching a potter at work,
whose one foot kept with ¢ never-
slackening speed turning his switt
wheel round,” while the other fcot
rested patiently on the ground. When
ho heard the exclamation of sywmpathy
with him in his toil, *“ How tired his
foot must be!” the potter corrected
the common mistuko as to the real
source of wearinces :

¢4 Slove!v he mised his paticnt cyes,
With homely truth inspired ;

¢ No, marm, it isn't tho foot that kicks,
The one that stands gets tired.””

That'sit! If you want to save your
strength, koep using it, 1F you want
to get tired, do nothing. Ay a matter
of fact we all know that the lsst man
in the world to go to for a helping
hand in any new undertaking, is ono
who has plenty of time on Lis hauds,
(Tine on one's hands is & heavy load;
#0 heavy that one with that load can
not very well use his hands for any-
thing else.) It is the nan or woman
who is doing niost now who can easiest
do one thing moro.— 3. 8. T'imes.
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SWELT TEAS.

Y lnd
“-13 LEASE wear my rose-tud, for love,
papa,”
Suid Phebe with eves - o blae,
““Fhis sprig of myrtle yut wath it, papa,
To tell of my love," snid Prae,
Said  Patierce, **This bhea:ts-case shall
whisper, papa,
Forget not my love is true.”

Papa looked into the laughing eyes,
And answered to cach httle giel's surprise
My darlings, 1 thank you, but dearer than
these~— .
Forgivo monnr dearer, arc bonnic sweet
ena !’
Then ln‘: clasped them close to his heart so true,
Aud whispered, “Sweet P's—Phebe, Patience,
and Prue?”
—St. Nickolas.
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SUPPLIES CUT OFF.

HEREVER the plan, of pro-
W hibiting by Jaw the making
and melling of liquor bas
been tried, or has hud the ghost of a
chance to wuoik, it has done an im-
mense good. Wherever it has been
tried, too, it has met with every sort
of apposition from the liquor traders,
whose favowite p'an is first to do
everything they can to prevent the
prohibitory law from working, and
theu turn round and gay, the law itself
is no gocd—it won's work, nor never
will.  That i3 just tho samo as if all
the thieves in the country were to say,
what is the grod of all your laws
agninst robbery? You are not going
to extinguish our businces, Thers are
plenty of thieves in spite of all your
lawy, and there always will be.  You
may o8 well repeal your laws. Bat
we aro not goiug, tor all that, to repeal
our laws aguin:t stealing, and we are
going, we hope v«ry soon, to make
rigrous laws agiiust the biggest thief
of ull—the ligior traftic.

In & certain town in New Jersey,
coutaining ten thousind iohabitants,
no liquor is allowed to he sold. Com-
pare the record of that town with that
of another in New Eugland, with a
population of five hundred Jess, in a
wingle year.

In the New Jeracy town there was
one indicument for a tr:fl:ng case of
assault, onc house was burned ; the
cost of tue police seventy-tive dollars;
for the relief of tho poor almost noth-
ing at all.  In the New Eng'and town
there wero forty liguor shops ; there
was & judge, city muahul, four night-
watchmen, and rix polic men, all kept
busy. 1t cost thicc thousand dollars
for u fire department, and for the sup-
port of the puor, two thousand dollars.
Every man and womman, every boy and
gitl, ought to wakoup thiir mind that
tho liquor traflic must be stopped. It
is sertainly the most fiightful danger
that our conutry is threatened withn
It threatens our destruc'ion.—Rev. J.
C. Seymour's Tempcrance latile-Field. d
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