18

bt e e

as distinzuished fiom other large fishes ; but that
it propetly means a large sea monster ; and that
thers are other tishes, (the shark amongst the
rest,) that are very capable of swallowing a man
whole, and have often done so, ‘There is,
sinongst the test, ane very remarkable fish, des-
eribed as being taken even upon our own coasts,
which ouzht to be remembered on this occasion,
and to be referred to 3 althongh this in itself was
uot probably of the full size. and therefore could
not contain the boly of a1aan; hut others of jts
species very well might. A printofit, and a cu-
nous description, hy that most inzenious and faith-
ful ghilosopher, Mr. Jotn Ferzuson, may be seen
i the Phil. Trans. vol, liii. p. 170, from whence
even this small one appears to have been near
Jive feel in lensth, and of great bulk, and to have
heen mecely, as it were, one vast bag, or great
hollow tube, capable of containing the body of
any animal of size that was but, in some small
degree, inferior to its own. And, unquestiona-
bly, such a kind of fish, and of still larger dimen-
sions, iay, consistently even with the most cor-
rect ideas of any natural historian, be supposed
occasionally to have appeared in the Mediterra-
nean, as well as on our coasts, where such an one
was actually caught; it hiving come up so far
into the Kristol channel, and King’s road.

In the next place, that a mnan may continue in
the water, in some instances, without being drown-
ed, is manifested by what is related hy the author
of the Phisico-Thcology, on the best authority.
For he tells us, that he is inclined to conclude,
some persons may have the foramen ovale of the
heart remaining open all their lives, althouzh, in
the greater part of the human species, it is closed
very soon after birth; and that such persons as
have the foramen ovale so leftopen, could neither
be hanged nor drowned; because when the lungs
cease 1o play, the blood willnevertheless continue
tocirculate.  And although Mr. Chaselden doubt-
ed of this fact, yet Mr. Cowper, the anatomist,
says he often found the foramen ovale open in
acults; and gives some curious instances of this
kind, Dr. Derham, in one of his notes, mentions
several persons who were many hours and days
under water, and yet recovercd; and one who
even retained the scnse of hearing in that state,
And Dr. Plott (History of Staffordshire, p. 292)
mentions a most curious instance of a person who
survived, and lived, after having been langed at
Oxford for the space of twenty hours before she
was cut down. he fact was nototious; and her
pardon, reciting this circumslance, is extant on re-
cord. And fucther, it is well known, that what
eaables some animalsto be amphibious, is this ve-
ry circumstance of having the foramen ovale of
the heart open. (See Ray on the Creation, p.
330.)

Now, then, where is the absurdity in conceiv-
ing thet Jonas mizht have been a persor of tnis
kind, having the foramen ovale of his heart con-
tinuing open fiom his hirth to the end of his days?
In which case he conld neither he drowned by be-
ing cast into the sca, nor suflocated hy heing swal-
lowed by the fish. Neither could he well be in-
jured by the digesting flnid in the fish’s stomach ;
foritis a curious observation made by Mr. John
Hunter, that no animal substance can be digested
by the digesting fluid usually existing in animal
stomachs whilst life remains in such animal sub-
stance. His words are, (Philosophical Transac-
tions, vol. Ixii. p. 449):—

. %6 Animals, or parts of animals, pacsessed of the
living principle when taken into the stomach, are
not the least affected by the powersof that viscus,
so _lonzas the animal principle remains; thenzo
it is that we find animals of various kinds kiving
in the stomach, or even hatched and bred there:
but the moment that any of these lose the hiving
principle, they become subjsct to the digestive
powers of the stomach,  1f it were possible for a
anan’s hand, for exymple, to be introduced into
the stomach of 2 living animal, and kept there for
some considerable time, it would he found that the
dissolvent powers of the stomach could have no
effzct upon it ; butif the same hand were sepata-
ted from the body, we should then find that the
stomach woull immediately act upon it.

¢ Indeed, if this were not the casc, we shonld
find that the stomach itself ought 1o have been
made of indigestible matsria's; for if the livin
principle was not capable of preserving anima
substances from undergning that process, the sto-
mach itself would be E?guud.
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<« But we find, on the contrary, that the stomach,
which, at one instant, that is, while possessed of
the living principle, was capable of resisting the
digestive powers which it contained ; the next
moment, viz. when deprived of the living princi-
ple, is iteelf capable of heing digested ; vither by
the digestive powers of nther stomachs,or by the
remains of that power which it had of digesting
other things.”

Consistently with which ohservations of Mr.
John Hunter, we find that small fishes have been
taken alive out of the stomachs of fishes of prey,
and (not having heen killed by any bite, or other-
wise,) have survived their being devoured, and
have swam away, well recovered, and very little
+ffected by the digesting fluid,

Putting, then, all these circumstances tozether,
there appears,in the end, nothing unphilosophical
or absurd, in supposing that Jonas, or indeed any
other man, having the foramen ovale of the heart
open, (orsuch a construction of his frame as those
mentioned by Derbam had,) might be cast into
the sea, and be swallowed up whole by a great
fish, aud yct be ncither drowned, nor bitten, nor
corrupted, nor digested, nor kilted. And it will
easily follow, from the dictates of common sense,
that in that case the fish itself must either die, or
be prompted, by its feelings, to get rid of its load;
amf this it might do, perhaps, more readily near
the shorc, than in the midst of the waters; aud,
in that case, such person would certainly recover
again by degreces, 2nd escape.

1 do'not presume to say that thisis, by any
means, an exact solution of what happened to the
ﬁrophet Jonas; because there must ever be ac-

nowledged to have becn a miraculous divine in-
terposition, on the whole, in causing the circum-
stances—of the presence of the fish-—of the forma-
tion of Jonas—and of the nearness {o the shore, at

hz time of his been thrown up—to concur rightly
to elfect his deliverance 5 and how much farther
the miraculous interposition might extend, we
neither can nor ought to presume to ascertain.

But solely to show the fact to be philosophically
possible, even according to the experience we are
permitted to be acquainted with, is sufficient to
remove, and fully to answer, the ohjections of
scoffers; and is a sulficient ground for us to consi-
der our Lord’s allusion to this narration, as being
an allusion to an event that really happened.—
King.

Psalm xv.4.
¢ He swearcth to bis own hurt, and changelh nol.”

¢ In allustration of the doctrine in this clause,”
says Dr. A. Clarke, « I will introduce one fact,
w ’l,('h 1 had many years ago, from high author-
ity 2

¢ His late Majesty, Georze the Third, was ve-
ry fond of children : often in his walks both about
Windsor and St. James Park, he would stop when
he sa2w an interesting child, and speak kindly and
affectionately to it, give it some little toy, or
sweetmeat, and often a priece of money. Onc day
otservinz a little lad about four years old, who
scemed to have strayed away from ats fellows, he
addiessed it, and finding it intellizent for its age,
he took 1t hy the hand, and led it towards the pa-
lace, the chill nothing loath. He brought the
little fellow into the Queen’s apartment, and pre-
sented it to her, with <« Here, Queen, here is a
very nice little boy, that T have picked up in my
walk,’>—and then addressing the lad, < ‘I'hat’s
the Queen, my dear, bow to her.” A choir was
immediately brought, the little fellow was scated
on it, and in & trice, some swectmeats and fruit
were laid before himn.  Little master felt himself
quite at Lome, ate freely, and endeavovrad to an-
swer every question that was put to him.  And
when he had well eaten, it was suzgosted, that
the child mizht be missed, and ceuse anxiety in
the family ; it would be best to restore him to his
play-gtound, Before he was removed from his
chair, the King took out a new guinca, and placed
it before him, saying, « Herc, my deer, is a pret-
ty thing, which 1 will give you?> The child
looked at it for some tiine, and then zith his tin-
ger pushed it away on the teble, saying, < 1don’
know it—1 won’t have it;”? and looked indiffer-
ently over the table.  The King said, < Well, my
dcar, if yon won’t have this, what will you have?
—come, tell me what you’ll have, and I will give
it toyou.” There were several papers of a very
important nature then lying on the table, which

m
lately been brought iato the royal apartment ;

the child looking carnestly at one, s2id, ¢ I’ll have
that 'Im-tt picture,?? and put his hand towards
it, The King lovked confounded, and hesitated ;
the Queen, for a time, was equally surprised, but
she first broke silence, (the child having then his
pretly picture in his hund, which was no other
than a ncw bank nole for a very large amount /)
and said, ¢le must have it-your Majesty’s
word is passed: your royal promise cannot be re~
called.” The King, with great good humour, as-
sented withy ¢ Yes, yes, lie shull have it.” A
faithful domestic was called, the child delivered
to him, with the injunction to take him back to
the park, find out his play-mates,’or nurse, eni
follow their directions, till he should find the
dwelling and parents of the child—nothing of ei-
ther being knowa to his Majesty or his domestic-.
The servant was success[n{, delivered the child
and his pretty picture, to the astonished father and
mother; returned, and gave such an account to
the royal pair, as satisfied them, that while his
Muyesly had sworn to his own hurt, and would
not change, a wise Providence had directed the
whole transaction. The story was well known
in the royal family, but there is rezson to think,
the family cf the child was never mentioned ; for
I could learn no morz of this singulas history, than
the facts, the substunce of which is before the
reader. I well know, that George the Third
fﬁ:ned Gmli& and heldhhxs ow& wor }:acml: no-
thing could induce him to «e his purpose,
whe’x‘: he believed he was xigbtg,"" piwe

Job vii. 19,
¢ Let me alone *till 1 swallow down my spittle.”

This is a provetb among the Aradiaas to the
resent day,—by which they understand, give me
cave to rest after my fatiguc. This isthe favour

which Job complains is not granted him. Therc
are two instances, quoted by Schaulten’s, which
illustrate the passage. One is of a person, whe,
when eagerly pressed 1o give an account of bis
travels, answered with impatience, ¢« Let me
swallow down my spittle; for my joumey hath
fatigued me.”® The other instance is of a quick
return made to one who used that proverb ¢ & Suf-
fer me,” said the person impottuned, « to swallow
down 1ny spiitls °—{o which lLis friend replied,
¢ You may, if you please, swallow down even
Tigris and Euphrates :>—that is, take what time
you please.—Lib. Researches.

Divinatton.—Four kinds of divination are par-
ticularly mentioned in sacred history, viz: b
the cup, Gen. xliv. 5,—by arrows, Ezekiel xx1.
21,—by inspecting the livers of slaughtered ani-
mals, Ezekiel xxi. 21,—and by the staff, Hosea
iv. 12

Drvination by the cup appears {o have been the
most ancient ; it certatnly prevailed in Egypt in
the time of Jossph, (Gen. xliv. 5.)and it has from
time immemorial been prevalent amoug the Asia-
tics, who have a tradition (the arigin of which is
lost in the lapse of ages.) thut there was a cup
which had passed successively into the hands of
different potentates, and which possessed the
strange property of representing in it the whole
world, and all the things which were then dcing
init. * The Peisians, to this day, call it the C
of Jemsheed, from a very ancient king of Persia
of that name, whotn late historians and poets have
confoupded with Bacchus, Solomon, Alexander
the Great, &c. This cup, filled with the clixic
of immottality, they say,was discovered when dig-

ing the foundations of Persepolis, To_ this eup
gle Persian yoets have numerous allusions ; and
to the iutelligence supposed to have been received
from it, they ascribe the great prosperity of their
antient monarchs, as by it they understood aill
events, past, preseot, and the future. Many of
the Mohummedan princes and governors affectstiil
to have iuformation of futurity by mcans of a cup.
Thus, when Mr. Norden was at Dehr or Detriin
the farthest part of Exypt, in a vety dengerous
situation, from which he and his company endea-
vored to extricate themselves by excrling great
spirit, & spiteful and powerful Arab in a threeten-
ing way told one of their people, whom they had
seut to him, that he knew what sort of people they
were, that he had consulted kis cup, and bad found
by it that they were those of whom one of their
prophets had said, that Franks would come in
diszuise, and passing every where, examine the
state of the countsy, and alterwards bring over &



