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Edmund Sheppard.

‘The hope we expressed in last paper
that Bro. E. Sheppard might be re-
stored to health was not to be realized.
Before the paper was maited we re-
ceived word that he died Monday
morning, April 3oth, It perhaps was
not reasonable, considering his age and
the very unsatisfactory state of his
health during the past year, to have
expected him to live much longer, or
to be surprised, as we were, by the
news of his death. It is hard to
realize that the eloquent tongue is
stilled, and that the pen of the ready
writer is laid aside forever, The Dis-
ciples in Canada bave long been
familiar with his nams and with his
writings, and many of them frequently
heard him preach and knew him well
personally.  To a large number he
was their “father in the gospel ;” these
feel his death as a personal loss, and
will ever remember him with gratitude
and affection.

The readers of this paper are under
many obligations to our late brother
for his many and varied contributions
to its columns.  Flis conduct of the
Critic's Corner, which he continued
so long as strength permitted, was such
a3 10 lead to the rematk by well-quali-
fied judges that no paper among us
presented more satisfactory replies to
queries.  His literary skill, his leatn.
ing, and his scriptural knowledge, were
freely used to help his brethten to an
exact understanding of the Word of
God.

As we look over the files of the
Canaptan Evaxcrrist, and also of
the Ontario Evangelist, we feel we have
vety special reasons for paying a
tribLse of respect to the gifted man who
is gone 2 b2 with Christ.  His contri-
butions began with an article on ' In.
cidental Religicn” in the first number
of the Ontarie Evangelist, May, 1886,
and ended with that beautiful, tendes,
hopetul, and—shall we say 2=-prophetic
poem, “Come unto me,” which ap-
peared in the April 16th No. of this
paper, only fourteen days before his
death  During full eight years we had
his cordial cooperation in our edi-
torial work. This is to us a source
of satisfaction and pride. For we
count it no small thing 10 have en.
joyed the friendship and the confidence
of our pioneer preachers  And we
may be pardoned for saving here that
ay these noble, hona:wd, loved and
faithful men are passing away one by
one, 1t 1s a reason for profound thank-
fulness that we have never defiled the
columus of our paper by reviling their
characters, impugning their motives, or
Gepreciating their services and their
sacrifices.  Let the young Disciples be
taught to honor those fathers in our
Israel,

It is not our purpose to give a bio
graphiral sketch here ; that will be at.

tended to by 2 more competent hand
in next number, We are glad to be
able 1o give a good hikeness of our de-
ceased brather on the first page, also
two selections from his writings,
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The Annual Mesting.

- .

We have learned that it is not need-
ful 1o spend much time in exhorting
our people to aendtheannualmeetings
of the Cooperation of Disciples of
Christ.  The interest in them has been
growing from year to year; those who
attend one wish to go o another, be.
cause they fee! it is an opportunity to
meet with their brethren and to confer
with them on matters of general inter.
est to the cause.

This year, as an examination of the
programmes wiil show, there is the
usual amount of business connected
with the home mission work, In addi.
tion valuablé papers will be read and
conferences held with reference to
questions of great importance.

The educational problem should be
carefuily considercd. It is time that a
formard movement ®ere made in that
line. Itis becoming plainer every day
that the urgent needs of the churches
demand that the question of supplying
a force of educated, capable and con.
secrated preachers should engage the
thoughts of our people seriously and at
once.  This is a matter for the brother-
hood ; individuals cannot deal with i,
neither can single churches, We ex-
hort our brethren, who see the need
and feel the responsibility, to give this
subject their earnest thought, and come
up to Hillsburg prepared to wrestle
with it,

The evangelistic question—always an
interesting one to Disciples—should
be carefully looked into. Lastyear a
very little time was spent over it, and
those who have considered the ritua.
tion since are satisfied that a few hours
could have been profilably devoted
to it.

The conference on our home mission
work will serve to bring out cleatly its
ground, object and methods, and pre.
pare our people to take 2 more intelli
gent interest in it in future,

The sisters of the O. C. W. B. M.
will permit us to say, that the nature
of their work and the relations of the
auxiliaries to one another render it very
desirable that every auxiliary should be
represented at the annual meeting.
The discussion recently carried on by a
number of them in this paper indicates
that there isa special necessity for every
auxiliary sending at least one delcgate
in order that whatever is determined
upon may be the product of the com-
bined thought and judgment of all.

Whatever may be said of missionary
effnty elsewhere, there never has been
any ground bere in Ontario for the alle-
gation that the Co-operation is a cleri-
cal combination under the sole manip-
ulation of the preachers for their own
glorification rather than for the edifica-
tion of the churches and the evangeli-
zation of the world. The non-preachers
have always had the major part of in.
fluence and aimost the entire manage-
ment. In our judgment this is as it
should be, and we thetefore wish to see
our brethren, who do not devote their
whole time to the minjstry of the Word,
continue to take zan active interest in
every lawful enterprise which is in.
tended to further the good cause we
all have at heart  And we beseeth one
and all who read these lines to remem-
ber that the Lord’s work is our work,
and that He will not hold us guiltless
if we neglect todevote to it our means,
our thought, our prayers and our
strength.

Longing for Freedom.

* Whereas it is very detirablathat the
Confession of Faith be the actual ex-
pressionof the living faith of the church;
whereas it is important that the Con-
fession, when used as a test of admis-
sion to office in the church, should deal
only with matters that are vital, and
should not include matters on which

the opinions of Christian men are and

Westminster Confession of Fath in.
cludes many statements on matters that
are non-essential ; whereas it 13 much
to be desired that there should be one
creed for office-bearers and private
members of the church ; whereas there
is at present no document swhordinate
to the Scriptures which can be appealed
to as containing an authoritative state.
ment of the faith of private members of
the Presbyterian Church in Canada;
wheteas there is a growing desire in
many branches of the church of Chrisi
for greater unity, which can hardly be
hoped for unless by a simplification of
the distinctive creeds of the several
churches ; whereas the Presbyterian
Church in Canada hasintimated its de-
sire to come into closer relations with
some other branches of the church;
whereas the inviting of ministers of
other churches to occupy pulpits in the
Presbyterian churches, without any re-
striction being placed upon their teach-
ings, hag become so common that it no
longer oceasions remark ; it is humbly
overtured to the Honorable the Gen.
eral Assembly that such action be taken
in the premises as the Assembly may
deem wise for the shortening and sim.
plifying of the Wesiminster Confession
of Faith, or for the substitution of a
shorter and simpler ciced for the said
Westminster Confession of Faith, so
far as its use as a test of admission to
office in the church is concerned.”

The above was introduced at a late
meeting of the Totonto Presbytery by
the Rev. D, ). Macdonnell Abomt
twenty years ago our attention was first
directed te him. We soon found cut
that he was in bondage through hav-
ing subscribed to the Westminster Con-
fession of Faith, We thought for a little
while he would thiow of the galling
yoke, but he did not Since thenwe
have had sundry Indications that he is
not happy, We ate glad to see that
his conscience is not yet seared as with
a hot iron,

As we cannot 1nake extensive com-
ment on Mr. Macdonnell's * whereases,”
we ask the reader 10 go over them and
reflect upon them until he thoroughly
apprehends their import. 1t will then
be seen what a singular position the
Presbytetian church is in, having a
creed which is not *‘the actual expres.
sion of the living faith of the church.”
How can a minister expect the Lord
to bless his work, if upon being or.
dained he solemnly declared his adhe.
sion to & document some of whose arti-
cles he does not believe? Whatisto
be ssid of an elder who acts in a simi-
lar manner, or even does as one man
we have heard of, who subscribed to the
Confession of Faith without ever hav-
ingreadit? We often wonder how s
body like the Presbyterians, who are
noted for honesty in business, can en.
dure such dishonesty in religion. Isit
not about time for some Protestants to
stop talking about Jesutism in the
Catholic church and pay a little atten.
tion to Jesuitism among Protestants ?

The Northwest Baptist,

The editor of the Northwest Baptist,
in his issue of March 15th, makes an
effort to prove his false charge against
the Disciples by quoting from Alexander
Campbell’s work on “ Christian Bap.
tism,” page 521, and by anextract from
a Baptist paper, the New York Exam.
iner.  As for the latter we have only to
say, now, that we have long known that
on the testimony of Baptist papers the
Disciples are heretics of the deepest
dye. But Disciples do not allow that
Baptists are reliable expanents of the
views of Disciples.

With regard to the alleged quotation
from Mr, Campbell, we are unable to
verify it, inasmuch as this work on
¢ Christian Baptism” containsonly 444
pages, while the Northwest Baplist pro
fesses 10 quote from page §21. We
judge our contemporary has picked up
a newspaper ' rounder” without verify-
ing it. We cannot be expected to pay
setious attention 1o such an alleged

e M it iy~ g o — —

? may nghtlully be divided ; whereas the

quotation. We await lus cxplanauoni
of this point, |

And in the meantime we beg to
remind him that the charge he made
was in these words, * Both Cathelic
and Disciple are agreed, however, that
the certainties of salvation hang upon
ecclesiastical ceremonies and szcerdotal
functions” He has, as yet, made no
attempt to justify his putting Catholic
and Disciple in the same category.
Neither has he explained what he
means by * ecclesiastical ceremonias
and sacerdotal functions.” Ve have
a little hope, now, that he fnay yet man.
fully face hit own proposition,

Our Omulbu'.;.

Bro. J. A. Brenenstuhl is about to
temove from Lobo to \West Pawlet,
Vermont. Bro. B. and his wife leave
many watm friends behind them in On.
tario, who wish them every blessing in
their new home.

Bro. D. D. Burt, an old Erin boy, is
business manager of the Hiram College
Advance, which is a bright and spright.

ly college paper,

By a vote of 2027 to 649, Mr, Thos.
Spurgeon has been chosen to succeed
his father as pastor of the Metropolitan
Tabernacle, London., Some are doubt-
ful of his ability to fill the place
Should he show signs of failing, we
would suggest that instead of being
known as Me. Thos. Spurgeon, he have
himself styled the Right Rev. Thomas
Spurgeon, D.D., LL.D.

. ____ . T
Ghurch IRews.

Wast Lake, May 11.—One confes-
sion, April 29th, and two more May
6th. Bro. Moffett reached here May
8th, and is doing us much good. We
hope to sze many souls brought to
Christ and others built up in the faith.
J. D.S.

WAINFLRET.-—A private letter says:
“Qur people have made a start toward
our new church building; they ae
getting some of the material on the
ground ; they are changing the site so
ss 10 have it on the main road”

Cincinsars, O, 3165 Barr St., May
gth, 1894.—DEaR Bro, Munro: All
settled.  Like new field. Work stants
off splendidiy; excellent prospects,
Received C. E. all right; cant do
without it My subscription expires
15th inst,, I think, please find enclosed
$1.00 for next year. Can’t be at con-
vention this year. Sorry; will ty to
send $5.00 fur missions before then.

Yours in Churist,
W. G, CHARLTON,

Bro. Charlion is engaged as preacher
for the Richmond St. Church, Cincin-
nati. His Ontario friends wish him
well in that important charge. The
Evancerist sends him a hearty bene-
diction.

ToroxTo, CECIL ST,y May g.—We
had a good day on the 6th. Bro. R.
Moffett, who preached n the momning,
introduced Bro. Lhamon to the mem-
bers present, and told us all in a clear
and pleasant way of the duties of all
t! s members of the Chuteh of Christ,
pastors or elders, deacons, ete. He im.
pressed upon us the fact that there is
work fo: all to do, and the necessity for
each one to do his or her work. Inthe
evening Bro. Lhamon preached, show.
ing us in his scrmon that it ir oficn the
things that man deems insignificant and
unimportant that are really the most
important, and the things that God
uses to move the world and bring about
the accomplishment of His own wise
purposes. I think we are now in the
way of doing & good work in Toronto,

J. D. Hiccrns,

Erin Ceatre's Invitation,

.

‘The brethren and sisters of the Erin -

Centee congregation of Disciples extend
to their birethren and sisters throughout
the province, to delegates from sister
churches representing every department
of church work, and to all whose inter.
est in the Lord's work shall prompt them
to come, a cordial invitation 1o be
presemt at the annual meeting to be
held at Hallsburg, beginning Thursday,
June 7th, clesing Monday, tith.

Come and Jet us unite our prayers,
our words of counsel and our contribu.
tions for the bLuilding up of Christ's
great cause and the furtherance of the
wark of teformatiox commitied as a
sacred trust to our hands.

May the Lotd make this a glorious
meeting, May all hearts glow in one
accord with a gody »eal and a single
aum 10 advance the Lord's work. May
our hearts be gladdened by heating
tidings from all workers in all fields of
what God 15 doing among us and
through us to spread the ancient gospel,

In bebalf of the church,
R. W, Barian,

—— e e

Annual Meeting Pointers.

L. DELeGATES.—~Appoint  delegates
by May zoth. Each contribating
church 15 entilled 1o two, each Sunday
school to one, each young people's so-
ciety 1o one, each auxitiary to two.

2. IMPORTANT. —While the Erin
Centre church extends a warm invita-
tion to the brethten and sisters evety-
whete to come, it is very important
that al! who intend coming should
kindly send their names (a post card
will doit) to Joseph McMiltan, Hills.
burg, Ont., by May 24th, sothat they
may be assigned homes duting their
stay.

3 To RracH HiLtssureG.--Hills-
buig iz on the Elora branch of the C. P,
R, in one of the most beautiful and
healthful parts of the province,  From
points west of Guelph get 10 Guelph o
as tocatch the noon train from Guelph
to Fergus. Change at Fergus, taking
the first C, P. R train to Hillsburg,
which atrives here at 5,15 p, m.

" From Hamilton aug vicinity, take

& morning train per G T,
wood, thenge by C.peP. R.T K- 1o fngle

From Toronto and east come by C
P. R, getting hereat 1t a. m, and 7
P.m. From the north come by the G,

T.R. via Fergus, orby the C. P, R,
via Cataract,

4. Rawroap Tickers.—~Do not
buy return tickets. Go eatly 10 the
station and get a certificate from the
agent with every ticket you buy, This
certificate must be signed at convention
and then 1t will entitle you to buy a
ticket home at one-third fare.

égsg:?n McMitraw.
. airman Billeting Com.

Hillshurg, Ont, 8 ~om

R

Presentation.

On March 28th inst., the Northwood
congregation assembled at the resi.
dence of Bro. Melvin Arnold, and pre-
sented their pastor with the following

address, which was read by Miss Lillie
Read

Northwood, March 29, 18¢4.

 From the Church of Christ {Dis-
ciples) and friends at Northwood,

To their pastor Bro, R. Bulgin :

DEAR Paston,—Since it has pleased

our Heavenly Father in his infinite
love 10 send you into our midst to pro-
chir the Goipel of Jesus Christ,
which has been the means of calling s
many of usinte His marvellous Ij kt,
we desite to express our appraciation
of the good work you haye inaugurated
in this commumty, 1In 3 large sense
we cannol recompe *= we cannot re-

¥ you. The blessings that have
allen to our lot throug.: your minisiry
cannot be compared to the things of
this world, fur these spiritual blessings
are iroperishable,

Surely it is no exaggeration to say
that no external advantage is to be
compared with that putification of the

spiritaal eye which enables us to con.




