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the habit grcw strongicer, ]le sank lower and Iower, uintil lie becanwt
powverless in the grasp of the destroyer. My poor inother did ail shie
could to save in, but lier eflbrts werc unavailing Wheii sober lie wvas
the saine tender parent ,nd loviîig hiusbirnd aS ever, but under thu
influence of strong drink ho -was often furious. The usual. resuits
foilowed, prosperity, character, and health were squandered and lst;
but that was not a]l. In a, fit of inad(ness lie felled niy niother to the
grround. from ic she oniy recovered to kiss nie and die. XVithi the
cry of a nmaniac lie seized nie and daslied nie upon the ground, fromn wviclî
I was takzen up for dead. Sobered by what lie had clone, and supposiiig
lie had killed us both, lie lied at once and took passage for Amnerica; but
the vessel in which lie sailed was wreeked on the coast of Nova Scotia,
-and ail on board perishied.

Thus was I at once deprived of a niother I Lad idolized, aiid a father
whose only fauit wvas a love of strong drink. Had lie lived to know thiat
bis child recovered, and tliat the last -words of Lis noble wife were those
of forgiveness and affectionate, reniembrance, he iniight Lave heen rescued
-and saved ; but lie went down into the deep Waters with that ]îeavy load
upon bis lieart. To nie these are ]ieartrendiîîg iiernories, and 1 only
refer to, them iii the Lope that others înay be persuaded to shun the patli
of the destroyer. Qin you wonder that 1 feel deeply and strongly upon
this subject? Can you wvonder at îny earnest, advocacy of the Temper-
auce cause? Or eau yn wNondler that Ifeel forced to fighIt thie denion to
tlîe death?

Tell me I liate the bowl?
Hate is a feeble Word-
I loathe, ablior, iny very soul
\Vhcréecr I sec, or liear, or tell
0f this decadly drink, that Ieads to lîil!

A deep groan startled the audience, as ail eyes turned instinetively to,
tbe place froin -whence tlîe souînd proceeded, 'Mr. Hall was seecu forcing
luis %vay to tiestandi(. Graspiug thie puipit stairs to kecep linii fron falling,
he cried out in soiil-thrilling toiles, "lOh, WVilliain! Williai ! îny dear
boy," and wvith that lie swooned away. \Vhiat folbowed WvC shial fot
ettempt, to describe; the nmeeting broke up, tlîe son returned honme withi
the father, and the nîystery -%vas at length cleared up as to whio and wlat
lie was. As mighit Lave been supposed, Hall n'as ouly an assnumed naine,
thie re.id one being Stanley. Ail bad mot perisied iii the wvreck as hia&
:beeîî suîpposed, fo"r lie and hai two doinesties liad been picked up and
carried to Portland. Having secured seine inoney lie persuaded his
fellowv voyaigers to :îcconipany hini to Mapleton, an~d here tliey Lad siice

eremained.
The rest of our story is soon toid. The case -was at ]lis owni request

iîîvestigatcd, and takcing ail the circunistances into account, the nmatter
n'as ailowed to drop. 'Týhe son continued to mnister to the people in,
hioly things, and is well and favourably known, auid with humi the fathier
'quietlysaettled do-%Yi. .And however painful tiiese disclosures ,wers at flrst,
tliey relieved hini of a, he.avy burden, inelteci away lis reserve, led hini to
inix more in soeietyv, and after a few years of useful and active effort lie

peacefully passed týv.iy, and is stili kindly reîîîenbercd is Thie -Mysteri-


