ROAD-TAX ON

trievably gone. The owner might have been
in a forcign country—an infant—a married
woman-—an idiot or lunatic—the forfeiture
was the saine.

This measure, during 1ts progress through
the Legislature, was violently opposed.  And
even after it was passed, o strong nnpression
prevailed throughout the Province, that the
Legislature would interfere and prevent the
sale of the lands for so tnfling an amount as
the taxes on cach lot ; and indced a il was
introduced for that purpose "mto the Assembly,
which failed. Some modifications were how-
ever made. In 1329 the ratio of tncrease of
tax, where it remained in arrcar, was lunmited to
fifty per cent, instead of being doubled, as
before provided ;—facilities were afforded for
payment to treasurers in other distnets than
those in which the lands were situated ; and
relief was given where the assessments paid
had not been duly credited. But the sales
were made pursuant to the law, and it is stated
that at the first sales in the several distncts,
nearly four hundred thousand acres were sold,
—the amount on cach two hundred acig lot
being,£8 13s. 13d. A very large number of
fots, either of one hundred or two hundred
acres, were sold for the amount of taxes. In
other cases, fractional parts only of the lofs
were sold. There are no returns, without
making a search at each treasurer’s office, from
which the number of acres redeemed can be
shewn. The whole amount raised by the sale
of these four hundred thousand acrex, was only
about £18,000.

it is useless, in the absence of actual infor-
mation, to speculate as to what class of people
were the principal sufferers by this sacnifice of
property. lHow many farmers, who had wild
lots on which they intended to seitle thar sons
as they grew up, lost the opportumty from
mere ignorance of the slow but certam working
of the law; and how many others, through ab-
sence from the proviuce, or wabiliy at the
tume to protect their own interests. It may
be said with great truth that these first sales
took the country by surpnise. Of the strong
probahlity of valuable property having been sa-
crificed from 1nadvertence, we happen to be able
0 afford an illustration. A friend of ours re-
ceived timely notification that six hundred acres
of his land had been sold for the upset amount
of the taxes in arrear. By paying that sum,
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with the additional 20 per cent., he redecmed
s land, und sold a part of it very soon after
for £1 per acre. Not living 1n the district
where the land was, he had not the opportumity
of sceing the notification, wnd was not one of
the very few by whoin the Government Gazette
1> taken. But for the kindly notice sent him,
he would have {ost s whole property, and the
advantage ganed by the public in return for
compelling this private injury would scarce have
been a forticth part of the value,

But whoever may have been the losers, there
is ut least no doubt thut these land-tax sales
have from first to last caused the transfer of
much real property trom the onginal owners,
without any compensation to them, and for
sums fimtely below the market value. Iave
thoze objects, the pubhic advantage of which
was considered to justify such a measure, been
attained? Tlus the law achieved the design of
its framers?

Have the local improvements of a public na-
ture 1 the several districts, and more particu-
larly have the roads and bridges, unproved in
sich proportion as ought to have been the case
to justly depriving the owners of such an
amount of their property without compensa-
tion? No one, not even the least sanguine or
most sincere of the advocates of the weasure,
but must adimt that i ths respect the results
have disappomnted hun.  Not only has 1t not
afforded guod roads of 1ts own cflicacy, but 1t
has proved unequal to this task even with the
assistance of £103,000, which at different times
simce 1529 have been granted by the Legisla-
ture in aid of that object, exclusive of the large
sums expended on MacAdammzing.  Go mto
what part of” the province you will, away from
the small extent of MacAdammzed road,and what
1s the umverzal cry of the people? “ Improve
the roads.”  From east to west, from notth to
south, good roads, more than any thing clsc,
are the wizh and want of the nhabitants; and
from one ¢nd of Upper Canada to the other call
loudly for an additional tax on wild lands, be-
cauze of the abrolute necessity of unproving
the reads.  Let, then, any mmparual judge say
whether tn ths respect the law hes zccomplish-
ed any thing to justfy the acknowledged ndi-
vidual loss of property which 1t has caused.

With regard to that portion of the tax which
was applicable to district purposes, such as
building Court Houses, the local admimstraton



