
ROAD-TAX ON WVILD LANDS.

trievably gone. Mie owvncr niîglt have been
in a foreign country-an infant-a îiarried
ivonan-an idiot or lunatic-the forfeéiture
ivas the saine.

This measuire, duringr its progress throwgli
the Legislature, wvas violently oppos;cd. And
even after it was passcd, a strong îîînressîon
prevailcdl throuighout the province, that the
Legisînture wvoul<l intcrfcrc and prevent the
sale of the lands fur Eo trifling an ainotnt as
the taxes on cach lot ; and indeed a bill %as
introduced for that pîîrpose 'îtt the Asýen)blY,
which fuiled. Soîne modifications wcre hov'-
ever mnade. lit m-19 the ratio of increase of
tax, whierc it rrnaincd in arrear, %vis huitci
fifty per cent, instcad of being doublcd, as
before providcd ;-facilities ivcrc ztflbrdced for
payment to treasurters in other ibjtricts than
those in wvhichi the landb ivere situated ;and
relief was giv'en whlere the asse.saiients paid
had not been duly crediteui. But flic sales
were made pursilant to the lav, and it is statcd
that al, the first sales in tlie sceratl diýstrict-,
nearly four hundrcd thousand acres %vere sold,
-the arnount on cadi two htindred arie lot
being*48£ 1:3s. M~l. A vcry large nktiriber of
lots, cafther of one hundreil or tw,ýo liindrcd
acres, wvcre sold for thie ainouint of ine~ l
other cases, ftactional parts only of the lofs
-were sold. ThL'rc arc no returns, %vithot
inaking a search at ecd treastircr's office, froni
which the number of acres redlentcd can bc
shewn. Thie wlîolc ainouint raised by flic sale
of these four hundrcd tlîousand acres, %vas only
about LI 3,000.

Lt is uiseless, in the absence of actual infor-
mnation, to speculate as to what class of people
wcre the principal suiffièrcrs by tliis sacrifice of
property. Ilow iany ftrniers, Nlio baal %%îld
lots on vvliich tlicy intenficd to sec:Uc thvijr bons
as tbey grewv up, lost tie opporttonîw front
mere ignorance of tlic slow but certain wvoring
of the law; and lio% inany othiers-, throtigli ab-
sence from the pîrovince, or înabiliny at flic
Urne to protect their own interesîs. It viay
be said with great trat tlîat these first sales
took the country by surprise. Of thîe strong
probability of valuiable propcrty having been ýsa-
crificedfrorn inadvcrtcnce, we lîappeîî to beable
to afflord an illustration. A friend of ours re-
ceived timely notification that six hundrcd acres
of his land had been sold for the upset amount
of the taxes in arrear. By pýigtatsm

ivitlî the additionatl 20 per cent., lie redciiied
lus.- land, and sold a part of it vcry soon aftcr
ijor £ 1 lier acre. Not living in flic district
%vliere thîe land vvas, lie baild nô* flic opportunity
of scîug tlic niotification, aLnd %%as flot oune of
thc very I*ew by vhîoin the (,ovcrniiient Gazette
iý Lahkeîi. Bat tor tie hîndly notice sent ltin,
lie boif ave fo',t lits %% fiole îroîîeî ty, and tfhe
advantage gained by the public in rottirfi for
coiiîpelling tlîîs private injqiry %% oîild scarce have
been a fortieth part of the value.

Mit whoever nîay have liou Ulic losers,tliere
is ut least no doulit that these land-tax sales
have froin first tu lait catiscdl tlic transfer of
intich renl prop.erty front the original owncrs,
%vithoîît any coiapcnýýation to tlîeîî, and for
stinis infiitely below thie mnarket valuec. Have
thiose objects, tile public idvantngc or wvhiicl
%vas couidercil to jîistifv suicl a iieasiire, licou
attaincd 1 lus thc law actiîevcd thc desîgnt et
its frailiers?

H ave thec local iniprovemnts of a public nai-
ture lii flic seceraI districts, and mlore particu-
larly have tlic roads and bridges, îîîîprovcd in
such propuortion as ouiglit tu have been flic case
to juustuty depriving flie owncrs of sicli an
auîounit of thicir prolicrty %villiout compensa-
tion ? No une, îlot even tie lezast sanguine or
uîiost suncere of the advocatcs of the iiicaýsure,
but iuîst adit that iii ti respect tie results
have dîsahîpol ntd hfii. Not oiiîy lias i! iuot
zifl'orded gond moails of ius owni cficacy, but it
lias provedl unequal Io tlîis tabki evel with thîe
aýsistancre of.tC 10:3,itOO, vhicil at dîlTerent tinies
sînce îc"2!t have lieon granteil by thec Legibla-
ttre in aid of that object, exclusive ofthe large
sinus expclciided on iac.Xclaiiiizin,- Go tutuo
%liat, part of thie province you ill, aivay froînt
the siiiall extent ofMa«.cAýdaînizcdl roadl,and 'vhat
us Uie unuver, ai cry of thec people ? hi lprove
thc roazds,.* Frut puat, tu we5t, front nurt tu
sonth, good roads, more than any thing cIsc,
ire fliec is and %%alît of the inhabitanth; aad
fronti one end of Uplier Canada to the otlier cal
foudly for ail adiditiouîal fax on wild lands, be-
causýe oc the tb>oite necessî-tv of iinproving
flic roadis. Let, then, auiy impartial juidge say
whctier tn thIs respect the law ha-s accoinphsh-
cd any thiing to justify 'die acknowleilged indi-
vidual loss of property wliich it has cauzscd.

With regard tu thiat portion of thle tax wvlieh
was applicable tc, district purposes, such as
bulding Court lieuses, the local admninistrtion


