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Tho glorles of our birth and state,
Aro shadows, not substantial things;
Theroe is no armour against fata:
Death lays his fcy hands on kiugs;

Sceptro and crown
Must tumble down,
And in the dust bo equal msde
Y¥ith the poor crooked scytho aud spade.
SIRLEY.

BE beantiful lines of tho Elizabethan drama-
tist, which wo quote, give a true illustration
of the uncertainty and utter hollowness of every-
thing of the earth earthy. The king as well as
tho peasant; tho powerful leader of a mighty
host as well as his meanest soldier; the wealthy
lordling, whose ancestry dates back to a remoto
period, as well as the poor foundling who wag dis-
covered on the door-step ;--must all elbow one
another on the same road, on the same long
journey, and must alt mingle together in their
original dust.

Thoughts such as these arise in our mind as
wo poader over the lives of the many whom we
yearly see carried to tbe tomb; and the question
not unnaturally suggests itself whether men live
for good or for ¢vil. Alas] that we sbould have
tomake tho confession for frail humanity, that the
numaber of tho latter strongly outweighs the for-
nmer. Butasgour dutyisalmost cxclusively to take
a retrospective glance at the obituary list for the
memorable year which is now repidly drawing
to a close, and as our space for this purpose is
neeessarily limited, we will have to defer the
consideration cf thismournful topic untll o fature
occasion.

The bill of mortality for 186" is a heavy one.
If, in Great Britiav, the Premicer, Paruensron, and
in the United States, the chief Exccutivo ofiicer,
Livgory, have bees numbered with the illusted-
ous dead, 80 have Canadians to mourn the loss
of Sm E. P. Tacng, tho head of Her Majesty's
Government in the Province; and many other
indigenous sons and residents who have been cat
off by tbe untimely hand of death. Thelist is pain-
fully large, and forcibly reminds ugthat tho sands
of that good old stocl who bave raised Cansda
o tho position she now occupies on the map of
the world, are pearly run ont. Heaven goard
those of them who avre spared to ug, and conscrve,
by their good example, in tho right path, tho ge-
neration which is to succeed them

Greathavoc has been mado amongst the public
men of the Province. Wo need but point o the
honoured names of Tacaf, MoLran, Monty,
McCorp, FraLaxp, DxBravixs, MospaTT, Gale,
Monzis, and Gorooy, a3 a sad exemplificstion of
our statement. But to tako tho deaths in chro-
nological order, we find that eatly in the year two
plous churchmen dicd, one the Rev. Qagox R
of Frelighsburg, the oldest memt 2r of tho Church
of England in Lowcr Canads, and one of the
moat temarkable and learned ministers of the

B

day ; tho other, L’Anng Ferraxp, Chaplain of tho
Forces at Quebece, and a zealous member of the
Church of Rome. M. Ferland had done much
in the causo of Canadian aascent literature; bis
Histoire du Canada promised to be a valuable
addition to what has already been written on the
subject, He was not a brilliant man, but he had
in him a patient industry which scrved him well
in bis literary regearches and labours; to this
was united one of the most genial and kindly
digpositions which it has ever beea oue good for-
tune to meet.

Io the same month (January), Da. A.
M. Cuang, formerly of the Indian army,
expired at Yorkville. Mrs. Cmaistir, wifo of
the historian of that name, the cheerful and
ruddy faced old gentleman, well known to us ic
our boyish days, also died in the early part of
the year. The most notable death in February
was that of the Hon. Gzoras Morrarrt, one of
the oldest as well asone of the most upright and
honourable of Canadian merchants, who died at
his seat, Weredale Liodge, Montreal, on the 28th
of that month. Mr. Moffatt had figured in the
political arcoa, and his course therein had been
marked with tho same regard to the high prin-
ciples which governed himin his professional par-
suits. Although an Englishman by birth, he bore
an ardent attachment to the land of his adop-
tion. His loyalty was pure, fervent and devoted.
As a volanteer in 12, as a legislator in both
chambers, in timesof great public emergency,
as leader of the constitutional association in '37,
and a3 President of the British American League
in '49, this was amply proved. There mnover
existed so good & conservative or so stout a

loyalist, How true the lines written in his
memory ;—
Oh! loyal friend—oh! statasman wise and just,

Yeer of Old England’s noblest merchant sons—
What thoogh ashes mirgle with the dust,
Lifo’s ’t‘fg?ﬁes. ves—and speaks in trumpet

No need for monumental brass to grave
Memorial lines for curious eyes to ncan ;

Dceep fnour hearts we bear his epitaph—

* One ¢f God's noblest works—an honest man,''¢

‘We next have to record, among thoge called
away, the names of the Rxv, Riczasp Froop, of
Delaware, a member of the Established Cburch,
who had done mauch in his neighbourhood for
the spiritual welfare of the resident Indian tribes;
Masor Morpoca McPsasRsoy, of Glengarry ; Ma.
Feyozrior WioDse, formerly chief commissioner
of the Canada Company; Mr. Giezar T. Bas-
TEDO, of Nelson, an old U. E. loyalist ; Mg, CorLuy
D. ReAv, of Hamilton, und Mr. Jawes McDownzrL,
an enterprising merchant of the * Queen City.”
Passing on, wo come to the name of Carraiy
BaxTer, a retired officer of the army, much
csteemed in his locslity.

The Hox. Saxuzr, Garw, Iateajudgeofthe Court
of Queen’s Bench in Lower Canada, was called to
his fathers on the 15th April. He was ¢ g loyal
sabject, a learned and upright judge, and a kind
true, steadfast friend.” As tho antbor of the
letters of « Nerva,” ho shewed the possession of
no ordinary ability as a public writer, The
Hox, Atexaxpra Gorpow, a Life member of the
Legislative Council, died in the same month,
Heo had served the country asan officer of militia
during tho war of 1812, V7ag preseat at the
taking of Detroit, and ha” tho honour of being
first to hoist the British flag over the conquered
¢ity. Ho was also in the action at Frenchfown
in thesucceeding yearand was scxiouslywonude&
there. Mo sat in the Legisiative Assembly of
Upger Canads, prior to the Union. Anotherold
and valued citizen was caried away towards the.
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closa of April, in tho person of Cor. E. W, Trox-
goN of Toronto, also a volunteer in '12, and again
in '37;-a member of Parliamont in '36 éde{eating
tho lato Mr. W. L. Mackenzie), one of the con-
structors of the locks on the St. Lawrence and
‘Wellang canals, one of the founders of the Pro-
vincial Agricultural Association, and a repro-
sentative of Canada at the London Exhibition
of 1851,a3 well a3 an cxtensive farmer. Col.
Thomson’s career was one of singular benefit to
his native country. We have next to chronicle
the loss, in May, of Mr. DunBar Ross, Q.C., an
advocate of great ability, and at one time
Solicitor General for Lower Canada; of MiJor
Crarues StuarT of Zorrs, formerly of tho H.E. I.
CJgservicein Madras; of M. TroMASSANDILANDS,
wanager of the Gore Bank at Guelph; of Esua,
the amichle relict of that fine old Canadian
gentlemaw, Sm Jomw Beverrxv Romnsox, Bart,
D. 0. L., Oxon; of Mr. Hexey ArxiNgow, Who
for balf a century had been a prominent mer-
chant of Quebec, snd wasa gentleman of a refined
taste aod education, Qne of the saddest of
the many deaths of tho year is that of a young
Capadian soldier, Lizuranant Jauzs Epwanp
VaiveEax, of the 2nd Battalion, P. . 0. Rdlo
Brigade, which occurred in India on the 17th
May. Mr. Vaughan was a native of Quebec,
and had distinguished himself in many of the
most sanguinary contests of the last Indian
Mutiny. He had also attained & remarkable
proficiency in Oriental languages, and had
passed the searching army examination on these
subjects. Far away from theland of his birth—
thescenes of his childhood, ths home of hisfrier.ds,
ho peacefally sleeps in his quiet Bengal grave.
Thedomise of Mg. Bexsamx Houues, Oollector of
Customs at Montreal, took place on the 22nd
May. In his day he had been a merchant of
standing in the commercial Metropolis of British
America, He algo had been to the frontier in
?12 and in '37—ia the former had been taken
prisoner by the Americans—and held until the
end of the war. As member of the Legislativo
Assembly for Montreal in twoParliaments, be was
jnvariably found ranged on the loyal side, He
had besives hel@ many important positions—the
duties of which be had discharged with credit
to himself and advantage to the interests of
the institutions with which he was connected.
We now come to the name of Mz. Jusrion
McCozrp, who expired at his seat, Temple Grove,
Montreal, on the 27th June. The deceased Judge
had filled mapy offices of trustand honour during
his long and useful career., He had raised a com-
pany and commanded & brigede during the re-
bellion. He was Chaacellor of the University
of Bishop’s College at his death. An srdent
stadent of Natoral History and Meteorology, and
a lover of Horticulture, he evineed great interest
in the socicties which have been formec for tho
development of thess important branches of
stady. Ho was, besides, a zealous member of the
Church of Eugland, and the void which he has
left in the community will be long felt. The
sudden death of that voteran politician and jour-
nalist, a3 well as upright judge, the Hox. A, N,
Momiv, on the 27th June, occasioued a painful
feeling throughont the whole of Lowcr Oanada.
He was & member of the Legislative Assembly
before tha Union, and long afterwards;.the infin-
ence of his penaswell as his voico Lad been felt in
the councils of the country from an early period of
his carcer, but no just cstimate of the many impor-
tant services he rendered Cansda can be formed
until hislife bo written by some competent person
acquainted with the momentons times in which
he figared. ) ;
‘We have already Lriefly adverted o the
1oss Canade sustained in.the death .of Sm -

A Brsmnik Pasokak Tacek. The lats Preiniac was:



