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Lesson IV.

put the Sad’duces to silence, they 1were gathered
together.

35 2Then one of them, which was o lawyer, asked
lim a quesion, tcmrting him, sand saying, A

l:mf\ ns}cr, which is the great commundment in
the law?

57 1Jesus_said unto him, Thou shalt love the Tord
thy God with all thy heart, and witn all thy soul,
and with all thy mind.

48 This is the s first and great commandment.

39 And 6the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love
thy neighbour as thyself.

40 On these two commandments 7hang all the Jaw
and the prophets,

CHRIST SILENCES THE PHARISEES

Matt. 22: 34-46. Commit to meemory vs 37-40. Read Matt21: 19 to 22:
31 But when the Phar isees had heard that Le had |
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41 83Vhiie the Phar'isees were gathered together
Je'sus asked them?,

42 Saying, What think ye of 10 Christ? whose son is
he? They say unio him, 2% gon of Da‘vid.

43 He saith unto them, How then doth Da'vid in
W spirit call him Lord, saying,

.44 The Lorp said unto my Tord, Sit thou on my
right hang, till I2make thine cnemies thy footstool?

~15?Ii Da‘'vid then 13call him Lord, how is he his
son

46 And 1410 man wis able to answer him a word.

neither durst any man from thatday forth ask himany
more questions.
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Revised Version—! Gathered themselyes together; 2 And one: 30mit and saying: 4And he saids
»Great and first ;6 A sceond like unto it is this ; 7 Hangeth the whole law : 3 Now while; 9 A questivn; 10 The
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EXPLANATION

Connection - The events of tie lesson are the same
dny as that of last Sabbath, but & little earlier in
the day. It was the final day of our Lord’s public
teaching and the leszon gives the end of the exciting
struggle between Jesus and the Pharisces and Sad-
ducees, who were determuined to “ entangle Him in
i3 talk,” and thereby find ground for putting Him
to death. (Matt, 22: 13-33.) When both Pharisees
and Sadducees had heen silenced, a lawyer put for-
ward by the Pharisves, continued the struggle.

34. He hed put the Sadducees to silence.
The question of the Pharisees bad been about the
tribute money (v. 17) ; that of the Sadducees, a silly
quesiion about the resurrection (vs. 23-33), and Jesus
showed the folly of it and ook oceasion to prove the
resurrection from their own Scriptures. (Ex.3:6.)
The Sadducees were a sceptical sect of the Jews, who
denied the immortality of the soul and hence the
resurrection.  They believed in neither angels nor
spirits. (Lets 23: 8) To “put to silence” means
literally “to muzzle.,” They had not a word to say.
They were gethered together; the Pharisees,
discussing the sitnation in a little group in the temple
court nearour Lord. They had no love for the Sad-
ducees and were pleased at their defeat, but at the
same time were angry at our Lord's triumph.

35. A lawyer; a student and interpreter of Jewish
Jaw; o “Biblical barrister.” The Pharisces had
probably put him forward as their ablest debater.
Tempting Him ; testing or proving His knowledge
of the Iaw., To “tempt® is litemlly to try, not
necessarity with an evil intention.  Here, however,
the motive was bad. If Christ had given & wrong
answer, the Pharisees would certainly have taken
advantageof it to Iis injury. They were watching
{or every flaw.

38, 37 Which is the great commandment?
Literally “of what sort or kind'; a question that
was much discussed. In the law; the part of the
OI1 Testament dealing with the laws  relating to
wonhip, to ondinary life and to the state.  The name
is usually applied to the fint five books of the 01d
Testiment. Jesus said. He quotes from heut, 6: 51
10: 12; 30: 6, well-known passagex Thou shalt

love. Love is the principle of all true obedience.
The Lord thy God ; Jchovah, who was their
Deliverer from bondage and the God of their nation.
Heart . . soul . . mind; that is, with the
whole foree of the whole man, affections, reason, con-
seience, will, nothing kept back,

38, 39 This is the first. It is first because it
cembraces all the others, 1o keep this commandinent
is to keepall the others. The second, is like unto
it, Itis inseparably connected with the first. We
cannot love God without loving man. Jesus quotes
from Lev. 19: 18,

40, 41 On these two. The law and the pro-
phets—the wheie revelution of God to His people—
grew out of these two cowmandments as a plant
grows out of its stcel. Loveisite living principle of
God’s will concerning men, Were gathered to-
gother. Scc on v. 3. Jesus asked them. They
had beeu testing His knowledge; He will now test
theirs. They bhad been questioning His authority ;
He will now prove His claim to be the Messiah from
their own Seriptures.

42 What think ye of Christ? ™he main
point in dispute between themselves and Jesus
‘Whose son is He P According to the prophets.
The Son of David. All were agreed upon this
fact. (21:9.)

43,44. Eowther. P “How do you account for
it?" In spirit; speaking under inspiration. (Ps
110: 1.) Sit thou on my right hand; a pro-
pheey of His ascension (Aets 2: 33-35) to His place
as Intercessor. Till I make thine enemies.
Jesus must reign until all acknowledge Him asright.
ful kKing. (1 Cor. 15: 25-23.)

45, 46, If David then call him Lord, cte.
There was but one answer, He was, according to
Psalin 110, which the Jews admitted referred to the
Messial, both Son of man and Son of God, But they
would not admit this plain fact, No man was
able, cte. They conld not answer without admit-
ting His diviity, which they would not do.
Neither durst any men, cte. They were beaten
at all points, and Jesus eloses the struggle with the se
Dbitter foes with the seathing words of chapter 2.




