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POLITICAL MUDDLFRS.
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As a rule, our first-class busimess men don't bother their
brains much about- politics, and 1t is only when one or other of
the political parties lays down some plank m its platform that is
minucal to their interests that they take an active part in elec-
The dyed in the wool “Tory or Grit, that can always be

depended upon to vote strught fur the party ticket, 1s of very
little account in an clection, and politicians as a rule don’t
squander much ammunition on such game.  The people who
wirn clections, and therefore those 10 whom both parties pay the
greatest attention, are the men of independent mind, who, being
without party ties,vote according to thar own wdeas of right and
wrong. These men occupy the same position as a boy on the
middle of the teeter, their werght on either side gives it a pre-
.\pondcrancc, and they are virtually the masters of the situation.
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tons.

Some of our recaders may wonder why a paper ke ‘THE
TrADER, whith s a purely commeraal one, should at tmes
apparently go out of its way to discuss pohitical questions, and
we may at once say that although we do aot profess to dabble
n pohtics, yet there are continually cropping up politcal gues.
tons which are also commeraal questions, imasimuch as upon
their correct solution depends i a great measure the  future of
the country.  ‘The question of a Natwonal Commiercial Pohcy 1s
the best example that we hnow of, for while 1t was made the
real political 1ssue in the federl campaign of 1878, it was also
a commercial question that personally interested cach voter in
the Dominion.

We have more than once pomted out that the danger to the
future of our country arises wore from the feching of unrest in our
present pohitical parties, than from any real trouble with the
country wtself.  Both parties are looking round for an *“clecuon
cry,” and in our humble opinion neither of them care one-haif
as much for the welfare of the country as of their own party.
Itis not “ What will be best for the country ?” but “ What
wiil be best for our party ? ¥ and 1t 15 on this account, and from
thts direction, that independent and patriotuc Canadians will
have to look for the threatened danger.

As showing to what lengths party feeling will lead politicians,
we have only to mstance the msane and disloyal course of the
Globe on the “ Ricl " question, or the defence of the iniquitous
* Beaty scandal ” by the Afas/.  Only the other day, the young
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Laberals of Toronto had a conventon, and decuded on a plat-
form which they anstructed therr delegates to support at the
Nautonal Convention of Young Liberals to be held at Montreal
carhy this month.  ‘The platform of these young lads who are
amusing  themselves Iy playing at pohtics would scareely be
worthy of more than a passimg sy, were it not for the fact that
1t has been written up by the Ghde o such a way as to draw
the tire of the other side s particalar, and the country in general,
mn order to let the party see how public opinion 1s swaymy.  As
usual, on ali debatuble questions, the Glode s stnctly non-
commital.  Tts ditoral chair s secarely perched upon the tip-
top of the fence and s ready to execute its journalistic flop with
grace, if not with digmity, whenever the evgencies of party shall
demand st In thaeir present attatude they remind us very much
of Biles, Artemus Ward's partner i the show business.  Arte.
mus sad his partner had a well balanced mind, for it balanced
u. any direction the pubhc required. In a nutshell, this s the
Globe's aide on all debatable  questions such as Indepen-
dence, Commercial Union, .

Amongst the planks i the Toronto Young laberals’ plat-
form which the Glude discusses and tacitly endorses because it
does not repudiate them, are the following @ © Canada's destiny
is Independence,” “ FTanff for Revenue only,” and “ Commer-
cial Union with the United States.” A worse muddle than
these three things we never heard of, and f the Glvde or any
one clse can, outside of @ lunatie asylum, show how Canada can
bave Commercial Union with the United States and keep up a
revenue or any other tanff without becomimg part and parcel of
that * gloricus Union " they are considerably smarter than we
give them credit for. We could not possibly bring about Com,
mercial Union with the United States until after we hadsecured
Independence, and of Independence 1s only for the purpose of
making Canada a tail of the United States’ kue, we are afraid
wwill be a loug tune beiore it will have a majonty of our
people inats favor. Were the country to get all this, and as the
Globe apparently destres, become a part and parcel of the
United States, we think it would be a jump from the frying-pan
of the G/ofe's bug-a bou, the Canadan National Policy, into the
fire of the protectise policy of the United States, which 1s far
more extreme than ours is at present

Looked at from any standpont, this political jumble s one
which no one but adesperate and needy polite al party would
ever sanction, and we trust that even if the Glede and its imita-
torsdo take itup, that the rank and fil2 of the great Liberal party
willrepudiateits formerorgan,and fight for position froma sensible
andpatnouc platform. The day has gone past we trust, when afew
Globe ¢ditorials can whip the party into line, and the course of
Independent Taberals in supporting the Donunion Govesnment
on the National Policy, and the Ontario Governinent on Local
(uestions, 1s one that Aot only reflects credit upon their back-
bone and common sense, but one which adds to the stabnlity
and good government of the country. et vur politicians once
thoroughly understand that n order to carry the country, they
have got to put forward good and patriotic measures, which in-
dependent thinkers can support, and the country will be safe
from the pohucal heelers and trickstess that have {or so many
vears infested 1t and made public “fe « scandal and disgrace.

A BABY 10 a basket was found in the corner of a rail-fence in Penn-
sylvaniz the gther ¢vening. It is supposed to have been left there by
Miss Stake,
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