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THE SYNDICATE.

R \ AjN BROS., Owen Sound, have taken up the cudgels in

R ehal oi the Retai Syndicate. They have been writing

leuer, to their local papers declaring tiat T R% li Goos RF

% u doesn't know anything about the Syndicate, is publislhed

m hie mîterests of wholesale nierchants, and is a generally ignor

.uîl purnal. Ti Rk.viF;w lias mîuch pleasure in receivng

.I.n lros.' kind opinions ; perhaps they will have a good effect,

as% mîost of our readers will believe the contrary sinply on ar

£ .unt Of the source of the above stateniemnts.

' speakmîg of the Syndicate and Ryan Pros., they sa- •

s. We visit the leadiig nianufacturing centres of Europe.

:. We buy direct fron the looni.
. We pass by wlolesale houses and miantiufacturers' agents.

Bv these stateients they attempt to show that the Retail

Syndicate can buy goods as clieaply as the Canadian jobber,

and lcrnce considerably clieaper thai the retailers wlio buy fron

tie jobbers.
Let us examine the first. Of course, Mr. Ryan can visit the

leading mîanufactu£ring centres of Europe. Evens the writer could,

if lie w'ere able to borrow the necessary traveling expenses. But

Mr. Ryan would be unable to buy firoi tue large manufacturers

at these centres, simiply because they would know nothing about

himî, and because lis purchases would be trifles too small to be

botlercd wvith. Mr. Ryan is trying to mîislead.
" We buy direct from the looni." This nay be so, but T'luî

Ri.xis-w nust be pardoned wlien it ventures the asseition that

onie good.sized box would hold al that Ryan Bros. huy direct

fromi British loonis in one year.
" We pass by wliolesalers and nianufacturers' agents." This

is truc but it is e-uallv true that they do not pass by then al.

They purehase three.fourtlhs of tlicir doniestie goods through

agents and wholesalers, and seven-eighths of their foreign inmpor
tations through sinnlar sources. ihe) undoubtedly purchase

more than this percent.ge, but it wiIll b wise to place it as low

as generosity wdl permit.

Ryar. Hros. cannot gain access to the large inanufacturers,

either Canadian or British, and they know il. They may buy

fron a few smaill ones here andu there, but this is not worth

nentioning. They belong to the Svndicate, and the Syndicate

belongs to a wholesale bouse mli Glasgow, which wbolesale bouse

buys fron the manufacturer on the saie, but no butter, ternis

than the Canadian wholesaler.

A NEW CHAIRMAN.

''ie )ry Goods Section of the Toronto Board of Trade

held its annxual mxeeting about a week ago, and the chairnan iof

1894, Mr. Alexander, reviewed the year's work.
Officers for 1895 were then chosen, and John 1). Ivey

was elected chairman and Andrew i)arling, of Wyld, Grasett &

)arling, vice-cairmian.
Mr. Ivey lias been a nienber of the Section for a consider-

able tinie, and has always taken an active interest in its affalrs.

He possesses a good kiowledge of the various questions which

are before the trade at the present time for settluiiieit, and it

miiay be expected that under his reginie the section will be as

progressive and aggressive as usual, or even more so.

Although Mr. Ivey is still a young mian, lie seems to possess

the confidence of the wholesale diy goods men of the city.
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