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his government, snd ho mado them livo according to
tho ascotio rules—not in separate lermitages, but
altogethier in o regular community, and ho is, there-
fore, considered tho founder of the Cocnobites: that
is, thoso who jomned with others, and lived together
in & regular community, with all things in commeon ;
gs St. P'aulus was tho founder of tho Solitaries or
Hermits. A short time alterwards a person of the
name of Pacuminus founded in the same country
gEgypt) the fumous monasterics of Tabenna, s

isciples lived in houses, cach contaiving thirty or
forty persons; and thirty or forty ot these houses
grouped togetler composed & mounanstery. Lach
monastery was governed by anabbot, and each house
by a superior. Al these monasteries throughout
this region acknowledged a singlo chief, and assom-
bled under him to cclebrate Easter, sometitmes to
the number of 50,000, including ouly theso monas-
terics of Tubeuna; besides whicl, there were othiers
in other parts of Egypt,—those of Sceta, of Oxy-
rinica, of Nitria, and Marcotis, St. Hilarion, a
disciple of St. Anthony, established in Palestine
monasteries of a ncarly similar description, and his
institution spread over tho wholo of Syrin. The
great St Basil also acquired his knowledge of the
monastio and ascetic system in Egypt, and toward
the end of the samo century (before tho effects of
the persecution by tho heathien Emperors had ceas-
ed), founded mounasteries in P’ontus and Cappadocia,
giving them a code of rules founded on Christian
morals. From that time tho monastic institutions
spread over every part of tho Bast, in Ethiopia,
Persia; and oven in India. Tho west soon followed
the example of tho East, St. Athanasius intro-
duced monastio life at Rome. His praiscs of the
Oricntal monastic bodies gave great encouragement
to the crection of similar Societies in Italy. St
Simplicianus accordingly crected o monastery ncar
Milan, with the comseaut of Saint Ambrose, the
Bishop of tho Sce. St. Augustin also founded a
monastic order on his return from ltaly to Africa,
where he was Bishop of Hippo. St Martin, (a
disciple and fricnd of St. Sumplicianus) after he
hecame bishop of Touris, introduced monuchism into
Gaul, about the sixth century. And St. Benedict
{from whem the fameus Heonadictine order took their
riso) a noble of Nurtia, who was bora in the year
482, retired from Rome to the desert of Suliaco,
where he founded several monasteries, and gave to
them that code of rules, which was universally
adopted and tollowed o the West, as thoso of St.
Basil were in tho Enst. Now when we consider the
state of the Church during the carly persccution of
the Christisn Emperors—and afterwards the whole
stato of the countries, in which Christianity had
gained any footing, during the period of the decline
and fall of tho Roman Empire—the intestine troubles
~—the irruption of the hieathen barbarians—the tuc-
bulance and ignorance of the various petty chiefs
and barons,—we shall not wonder that carnest and
faithful men were induced te adopt the means offered
by theso systems of Jife for avoiding the desolating
ravages of the persecutor, and for the cncourage-
ment of learning, and preserving a seed of pure
religion to transmit to future gencrations. Almost
the only opportunities at that time for study, snd
specially (which was of the greatest importance) for
the copying and preserving the Holy Scriptures,
were in different religious houses, which were estab-
lished in the different countries whero tho church
was planted. It 1s not that the hermit or the monk,
or tho monastery were any essential part of the

. Church, or knowa in the primitive and apostoho age

~but they wero means of help for that church,
sought out by her faithful members to swmt the
existing cmergencies, and provide for impending
dangers. They were voluntary Societies, composed
for the most part of laymen, and were therefore, of
course, under the authority of the Bishops, like tho
rest of the faithful; but tho Mules by which each
Society was goverened were merely in the naturo of

byc-laws and instructions. Tho rule of St. Augus. [ reign of lenvy VILL  Ilow far Henry, or those that
tino, which is still observed by many societics of! assisted hitn in this work of dissolution, were actue
men and women, was only taken from a letter' ated by pure and sunple motives of religion, or by
addressed to bis sister for tho government of the! the desire to get thew rhave of the plunder which
houso over which she presided, and from his sermons | was thus obtained—may be very questionable. Crans
on the common lifo of the Clergy DBut tho twolwmer, fully alive to the necessity of somo radical
principal rules in tho carly nges of tho monastic - change in the constitution amd hinbits of tho veligious
mstitutions were tho rules of St. Basil in the Enst,, houses, was still anxious that thewr revenues should
and St. Benedict in the West. They were by far the! have been preserved to the Church aund consecrated
most completo and finished of any, and with that of' to holy uses. Ile found that thewr foundations and
St. Augustine, became the fandamental law of all' whole state wero wcousistent with a full and truo
ancicnt monastic orders. Insubsequent times thero! reformation.  For, among the things to be reformed
wero also established tho great quasi religions orders ' were thedo nbuses, which were essential to theie
of tho Knights of St. John and the Temple, intended | constitution ; such as the belief of purgatory, of
to nid in the recovery of the Holy Land from the | redecming souls by masses, the worship of saints
infidels: the celebrated society of the Jesuits, founded | and images, pilgrimages, nnd other simlar supor-
by St. Francis Xavicr; and tho orders of tho medi- | stitious practices.  And therefore Socicties, whoso
cant Friars, tho Dominicans and St. Franciscang, ! interest it was to oppozo thie Reformation, were in
who were mennt to bo ns witnesses against tho too the first placo to bo suppressed;: and then o koped,
luxurious and indulgent rules of tho more ancient! upon new eudowments aud foundations, that colleges

wmonasteries and lives of tho sccular clergy.

Tho ancient mounks were so cssentintly laymen,
that tho desire to becomo a clerk, is mentioned by |
Cassian in his institutes as a temptation, which
they should resist,—for he says that temptation'
arose from ambition and vain glovy. It is clear that!
when n monastery happened to be at so great nl
distance from its proper episcopal or parochial!
chureh, the mouks could not ordinarily resort there
for divine service, which was tho case in the monas-
teries of Egypt, and other parts of the East, where
the monks hived in great deserts, sequastered from
tho rest of maukind, then some one or more of the
monks were ordained for tho performanco of divine
offices among them. Bat what contributed most
towards the clerical character of tho ancient monks,
was the removal, in progress of time, as tho church
began to enjoy rest and freedom, of many of their
communities from tho deserts into towns. That
rcmoval was brought about by the necessity which
the bishops felt upon the increase of their flocks for
the assistance of those nuterous and now finportant

bodies, Monasteries were also founded in and ncnr‘l

towns, as, for instauce, those of St. Augusting at
Hippo, St. Ambrose at Milan, and St. Eusebius at
Vercelli. Tho monks, too, took an active part in
support of St. Athanasius against the Arizus; and
St. Aathony left his desert and went to Alexandria to
labour in fuvor of tho orthodox belief.

But theso institutions, which were thus at first
tho consequence of the emergencies in which the
church was placed on account of the fiery persceu-
tions to which sho was subjected, and the turbu-
lence and iguoranco of the times, and which in their
day did good service, beecame afterwards tho cause
of evils, which led to their suppression in England
at tho Reformation. The church adopted them in
carlier times, beeause they were useful helps; ghe
put them aside when they ceased to be so. I have
gaid that at first they were all merely voluntary
socicticy, and that they were formed with the con-
sent of tho bishop, in whose diocese they were
placed, and were, like tho rest of the faithful,
gubject to his authority ; but in process of time, as
tho bishops of Rome were gradually, but surely,
building up the fabric of their usurped power over
the rest of Christendom, they found these different
religious orders very important allies; and in return
for the support they gave to the claim sct up by the
bishop of Komo to the supremacy, they received
from him promises of certain immunities, especially
exemption from the authority and suporvision of
their own bishops,—thus interfering gricvously with
tho working of tho church in each particular dio-
cese, and concentrating all power in the hands of
the occupant of the Sce of Rome. This, together
with the laxity of disciplino that gradually was
introduced, and the corruption arising from the
cnormous wealth that many of these religious houses
had acquived, led (as I remarked) to their total

dissolution in England at the -Reformation in the

should have heen orected at overy Cathedral, to be
nurserics of Ecclesiastics for tho whole Diocese,
which he thought would bo moro suitablo to tha
primitive uscs of monasteries, and moro profitable
tor the Church. Ile had also ndvised the King to
ercet many new Hishoprics, thut the vastness of somo
dioceses being reduced to n narrower compass,
Bishops might better dischargo their duties and
oversee their flocks, according to the Scriptures and
tho primitive rule. And honest old Latimer earnestly
recommentied to Cromwell, that the priory of Great
Malvern, in the Diocese of Worcester, might be
allowed to stand, ‘““not in monkery, but so as to be
converted to preaching, study aud prayer.” Adding:
‘“ Alas! my good lord, shail we not sco two or threo
in every shive chauged to such romedy.” But such
was not to be. When Heury and his courtiers set
themscelves to tho work of damolition, becauso thess
religious liouses were misapplying their wealth and
not fulfilling the intents of their institution, many
were the promises held out of the great public
works, both religious and usoful, to which their
reveuues wero to be appropriated 3 but, with o very-
trifling exéeption, the whole amount of wealth thus
obtained was cither bestowed on royal favorites or
went into the private purse of the crown,

Wordsworth alludes to this wholesale plunder and
work of destruction in some beautifnl lines in ¢ The
Excursion:”

 Ile had witnessed in his morn of life,

That vivlent commotioa, which o'erthrorw,

In town and city, and segaesteraed glen,

Alar, and cross, and churdh of solemn To0f,
Aund old religious hous+—pilo after piles

And shook tho tenauts out into tho Helds,

Like wild boasts witbout hume i Their hiour was come,
But why un softening thought of gratitude,
No just remembranco, acruple, ur wio doubt?
Benevoleace is mild; nor borrows help,

davo at worse need, from buld impetuous force,
Fitliest alited to anger and revonge,

But humankind refolceain the wmight

Of mutabill y; and airy hopes,

Dancing arotind her. hiuder aud disturh

Thoso malitations of the soul, that feed

Tho retrospectlvo virtues.”

Henceforth in England the Church was left to
depend, so for a3 any actual ccclesiastical organiza-
tion was acknowledged, upon what is known as the
parochial system alone. ‘Fhat is, that whereas the
whole country was divided into Dioceses,—each
Dioceso being presided over by a Bishop—so each
Diocese was sub-divided into Varishes—each Parish
being under tho charge of its own Rector or Minis-
ter—by which provision was mado that in every
place, whether in the citics or villages, or remotest
parts, there was somo Minister on whose scrvices
the people had o claim, and who was answerable for
the dutics connected with the Church. Now this
parochisl system in England las constituted both
the strength and weakness of the Church—its
strength ia that it insures the ministration of the
Church eoverywhero tbroughout the length and
bredth of tho laud: not merely in the great towns
and near the residences of tho rich, but equally in



