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THE CEURCHMAN’'’S FRIEND.

the two proposals lately discussed. 1 have ven-
tured also to suggest a course differing from
both: 'To -your candour and sound judgment
1 commend its further consideration, and 1
pray God s0 to rule the bearts and minds of us
all, that the result of our future deliberations
may teud to promote His glory,the good of His
Chureh, and the salvation of mankind.
1 am, My Lord, Reverend Brethren and Gen-
tlemen,
Your very faithful Servaat and Brother,
EDWARD H. DEWAR, M.A,
Rector of Sandwich. .
Sandwick Rectary, May 6, 1858,

Basgons for Raturning to the Catholic Chuxch of
: England;
IN 2 CONVRRIATION BETWEEN MR. SECKWR, 2 CIIURCH-
MAN, AND MR. BROWN, 4 METHODIST.

PIALOGUE III.

soe yous I have been thinking over the matter
of oyr last conversation till I am almost fright-
ened, for I will hounestly acknowledge that the
sacred Seriptures, and oven sound reason, appear
to be on your side, but then on the other hand
Jfacis scem to bo against you,—the blessing of
God does, at least so faras wo can see, rest upon-
thase whom you call schismatics, and believeo.to
o in dangorous crror; and then the conse-
quences of your views aroe really dreadful,—
Mr. Secker—Pardon iy interrupting vou, for
1 gcd you are opening & wide ficld for conversa-
tion, beforo entering upon whick, I wish, with
your permission, to advert to one or two othé.';
very serious evils connected with tho schismaip
eal state of the Methodists and other dissenters.
But indeed our conversations become more
extensive than I had oxpected; wo have not yét
sdverted to the second and very vital.reason gy
my Lwing conscigntiously obliged to leave £y
Methodists; tho fact that their ministers app, i1
to Lo iwithout sc ‘ntural and apestolic ordisy,
fom,.and consequen ly without lawful authorifs
cither to adininister. the Sacraments or 0 =j¢F
vern the Church of Christ;—however, I )

regrot this; can you possibly contemplate tho

which they have been the means of effect-
mg in Southern Africa, in Ceylen, and espe-
cially in the West Indies, and not be thankful?
That I have painfully felt the force of much of
your reasoning I hmo already admitted, but
surely our missionary ficld s fiee from wost of
your objections. There, at all events, we have
not sowed the seeds of division; in many places
our preachers are still the only Christian teach-
ers, and in perhaps nearly all their stations they
were at least the first to introduce the know-
ledge of Christ. Now surely in this they de-
serve your approbation; ought not even church-
men to rejoice that by means of Methodism the
blessings of salvation have been carried to so
many thousands where the name of the Church
of England had never been heard ?

Mr. Secker—1I do most assuredly rejoice over
the case of every individual that is brought toa
saving knowledge of the truth; I cannot there-
fore but feel grateful to Almighty God for many

¢ of the effects which have followed from the )~

Mr: Browy—Ah! Mr. Secker, I am happy to : bours of Methodist, Independent, and other sec-

tarian missionaries. But mark, Mr. Brown, that
while I do most sincerely rejoice in the indivi-
dual benefits which have been most undoubt-
edly received by their means, I do at the same
time most deeply deplore that that good should
have been accomplished by means so very ques-
tionable, because so unauthorized by Seripturs
and the usages of the one primitive and catho-
lic Church; for let it not be supposed that it
was necessary that it should be done in thissec-
tarian and schismatical manner, or not done at
all; and yet it i3 in this way that dissenters
usually put the quegtion; but no, the question
is not whetber thess missionary efforts should
have Leen left undone, but whether they ought
not to have been carried on in a different man-
ner, even in umon with and under the direction
of our Apostalic and catholic Chureh!

Me. Brown—Aje, but you know the truth is
that the Church of Englanl did not for long
thus exert itself,® and that cven now, when the
Chutch is arousing from her lethargy, yet there
is ample room for the Mcthudists to do all that
they can also. The hLeatlen world is a wide

-field.

quite willing to defer this topic this eveni ‘t.‘,\b‘) *#[This remark comes with 3 very bad grace from

and, after tho statemcats to which I have o
Lided, endeavour to meet your objections.

differont -bodies of dissenters aré found, is,
f.am tho groat efforts which many of them e
no., making to evangolize the world, the seeds
of religioas division are in danger of boing car-
ridd to, and parpetunted in, cvery qart of _tha
edrth: dnd this holds particularly with respest
to Mithodisny, as no body of Clwistians wre
moro enengotic in their missionary -efforts,

Mr. Brown—Surely, Mr. Secker, yvoun do not

s -
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Another great evil then connected with t!j:%,
wserifitural stato of schism in which T fear Vl3r

!
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g‘;\t. Brown. Thue last centurs, with regard to reli-

\dn, was, on the whole, 2 lahesaim aind lethargic
&, Batif the Church was supire, Dissent was bu-
jed in the deepest sleep.  Years and years before

¢+ seetarian socicty was organized, the two great

t’;.“em Issociations of the Church had commenced their

labours of love. * 1ie Suciety tor Promotiaz Chris-

. fian Knowledge ™ was fi-a.ded in 1628, and its off-

ahoot, “ihe Saciety-for the Propagation of the Gos-
pel in Forcian Parts,” in 1701.  And it should-ever
to borne in mind that these veierable bodies, the
puvsing moathers of Chrisuaiaty o this and other
continents, weie first calied ivto existence by High-
Charchiaes, such as a Beve:ilde, a Boyle, 2 Nelsor,
and a Buil.—Epn. Cu.} .
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